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Coming Events 

September 3-7 Rainbow Ridge Opal Mine Trip 

September 25-Picnic  Save the date.  

September 28-General Membership Meeting 

Program includes: 

Panel discussion about the different trips that 

members have taken during this period of Covid   

Bragging Rights where the theme is “Your     

Favorite Thing” 
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President’s Message  

Rock lovers know the joy of seeing a great rock, mineral, or gem. And the gleam that comes to the eye 

when you see a cliff, hill, or interesting geological formation, and know what you might find based on the 

color of the soil, rocks or location. We look at the mountain carved to allow the road to pass through, and 

see the evidence of seismic activity with the sharp angle of the material hidden in the mountain. 

I am sure you have been in the car with friends and looked at the area around you and said, ‘Ooh, that is 

really interesting!’ as you see dramatic formations, and had them reply, ‘No, that is really ugly!’ 

How do you explain what you see and how you view this beautiful world? 

One of our club’s favorite people, Bob Kout (sometimes known as Prospector Bob), simply hands out 

rocks he has polished. He has a few in his pockets at any given moment and gives them to store clerks,  

people standing in line, and children. Usually the children are asking him all kinds of questions and look at 

him in awe as he tells them how he polished the rocks. 

Two more of our favorite people, Jim and Missy Fox, find large rocks, at least 18 inches across, and 

polish one face. At rock shows Jim sets a variety of these beautiful and unusual specimens and invites peo-

ple to touch and hug the rocks. Can you imagine adults and little kids gathered around these rocks that are 

gray, rough and ugly all around except for the polished area oohing and aahing? Well, they do. The rocks 

include, but are not limited to, Amethyst, Apache Gold, Aventurine, Bertrandite (Tiffany stone), Serpentine 

(material in asbestos – California State rock), Charoite, Chinese Writing Rock, Coprolite (fossilized dino-

saur poop), and Jade. One of their favorites is a large piece of black pumice that they can pick up and hold. 

The lesson learned? Don’t throw rocks, polish them. 

Madame President, Michele Smith 

     

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

My Strong Daughter Prospector Bob Touch and Feel Table 
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Observations  

It isn’t the mountain ahead that wears you out, it’s the grain of sand in your shoe. Anonymous 

We are all visitors to this place.  We are just passing through.  Our purpose here is to observe, to learn, 

to grow, to love...and then we return home.  Australian Aboriginal Proverb 

Silence and Smile are two powerful tools.  Smile is the way to solve many problems.  Silence is the 

way to avoid many problems. 

And the burning question of the moment:  Who is Pete and why do we keep doing things for his sake? 

 

Eye Am Your Best Friend 

 
Have you ever thought, as you pounded and hammered on a big hard specimen, just how you would 

get it in your car and drive home and work it up if you could not see?  Most of you know the hardness 

of most stones we are chipping, whether it is hacky or splintery fracture.  But does this make us respect 

the danger this represent? 

 

Many rockhounds have been slapped in the face by branches and leaves.  This can cause eye injury, but 

there are many other ways that you may gamble with your eyesight if your eyes are not protected.  For 

example, silicon carbide particles fly off a grinding wheel, a sanding belt breaks at 1750 revolutions 

per minute,  a Vee belt splits,  or a cab flies off of a dop stick.  Please protect your eyes and wear gog-

gles or safety glasses when you grind or polish rocks. 

 

By Les Van Wormer 1972 

 

Field Trips 
 

September 3-7 Rainbow Ridge Opal Mine Trip lead by Stephen May  

Email: Stephenmay0990@gmail.com 

 
June 15 to September 15, 2021  - Davis Creek and Lassen Creek – You will need an obsidian     
permit.  First come first serve, 25 Daily permits, 1/family, From Modoc Forest Headquarters (225 W. 
8th St.) in Alturas, CA Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Collection season will be between June 15 to 
September 15.   
 
ALAA/CFMS Hauser Geode Beds near Blythe, California is accessed via Wiley Wells Road and is 
still open, but potentially impacted by Crimson Solar Project, 350 MW, 2,000 acres.  Contact BLM 
stating your desire for continued Rock Hounding access. 
 
Chairman-Stephen May Email: Stephenmay0990@gmail.com 

Breccia  
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Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

SCVGMS Membership Dues Are Overdue! 

Forget the hasty, unkind word; 

Forget the slander you have heard; 

Forget the quarrel and the cause 

Forget the whole affair, because 

Forgetting is the only way. 

Forget you’re not a millionaire; 

Forget the gray streaks in your hair; 

Forget you ever get the blues, 

But don’t forget to pay your dues! 

                                     Anonymous 

SCVGMS membership dues are overdue for the year 2021.  They  are $5.00 for Junior, $20.00 

for an individual, and $30.00 for the household.   

 

Please contact our treasurer, Jim Sugiyama: sugi@charter.net or send your check to Santa Clara 

Gem and Mineral Society,  Box 54, San Jose, CA 95103-0054. 

Thank you. 

 

Website Links 

Your Window to the World of Important Websites 

Click on the blue area of whatever site you want to visit! 

 

Link to Our SCVGMS Website:  http://www.scvgms.org/ 

Note: After you click on the above link, if you want to see the Breccia and other news items,  scroll down 

and click on  “Download”, shown under the Newsletter option. 

The American Federation of Mineralogical Societies:   http://www.amfed.org 

CFMS Bulletin:  http://www.cfmsinc.org/  The CFMS Bulletin has the most current listing of shows and 

festivals. 

To access the news from the American Lands Access Association:  www.amlands.org 

Breccia  
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Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

General Membership Meetings for July and August 

The July general membership meeting was held at the Cabana Club 

for the first time since the pandemic began.  We celebrated by hav-

ing a Silent Auction which brought in $579 and was fun for the thir-

ty members and five guests who participated.   

The August meeting was also held at the Cabana Club where all 

participants were asked to wear masks and where the meeting was 

held outside.   Thanks to our president, Michele’s skill and hard 

work, we had the options of coming to the Cabana Club or staying 

home and participating using Zoom.  Our speaker was Kyle Van 

Woerkom who described some of the rockhound trips he had taken. 
Michele Smith, our president and Jim 

Sugiyama, our treasurer 

Kyle Van Woerkom perusing the snack 

choices while deciding how to eat the 

snack when wearing a mask, a challenge 

even bigger than making his presentation.   

The outdoor setting for our meeting is a great 

place to meet; with picnic tables, a swimming 

pool, a club house, and large grounds on a  

quiet street. 

You Know that You Are a Rockhound if… 

 
You like to examine the rocks in your driveway. 

The sign says, “Falling Rock”, and you pull over to wait. 

You have found yourself trying to explain to airport security that a rock hammer really is not a weapon. 

You think that the best rock music is the sound of rocks rotating in your rock tumbler. 

Breccia  
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DRC News 
By Pat Speece 

 
What a day!  What a DRC crew!  Every sale is the culmination of hours of preparation and coor-
dination.  A half hour prior to the gate opening for business, the crew takes care of last minute 
tasks, and makes certain all systems are go. 
 
Free rocks in the driveway whet the appetite of those patiently waiting for the gates to open.  The 
line stretches from the entrance gate to the driveway — an aura of anticipation fills the air, and I 
am happy to welcome everybody to our last sale at this location.  With buckets and tote bags and 
pockets waiting to be fed, the line keeps coming.  During the pandemic, our layout is spaced as 
much as possible.  Everything is up on a table as usual— mineral specimens, slabs, rocks, tools, 
and machines. 
 
We had cut the prices in half, and had many MAKE OFFER items.  We cut the prices in half 
again and accepted the MAKE OFFER payments.  We changed our payment system to a two 
step process.  Jim Sugiyama and I weighed/counted items.  Jim and Missy Fox accepted payment 
and noted totals in our DRC journal.  This seemed to speed things up. 
 
To keep traffic flowing, we had an ENTRANCE GATE and a separate EXIT GATE.  We thor-
oughly enjoyed meeting new people, and I recognized names from my notice in the Next Door 
forum.  It was difficult to recognize members and nonmembers who wore a mask.  
 
Many, many people complimented us on our sale,  thanked us profusely, inquired about the club 
and future sales, and asked to join. 
 
It was a good day, a good sale, and too hot to clean up — so we didn’t.  We went inside, sat at 
the kitchen table under the ceiling fan and had cold water and cookies while we counted the in-
come and discussed what next and the DRC future. 
 
It’s been a pleasure leading this group, and I look forward to next year. 
 

A Driveway Full of Free 

Treasures 

Bob Kout Helping     

Treasure Hunters 

 
Deb and Noel Runyan 

Searching for Great Finds 

Breccia  
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Bragging Rights 

The theme for the August contest was items that you have made.  

Six people submitted items, and our winner was Jim Sugiyama with 

his beautiful and skillfully crafted boho cuff. 

 

In addition to Jim’s entry, we enjoyed the five other entries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The theme for our September meeting is Your Favorite Piece.   Please email a photo of your entry to  

Alan Achor at kayakbb7@gmail.com. 

Alan Achor-Bragging Rights Chairman 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

Frank Mullaney added 

some humor with his 

chicken earrings. 

Unakite Bead Necklace 

by Max Lucich Biehl 

Drawing of Fluorite 

Specimen                   

by Ana Papadopoulos 

Brazilian Agate Starfish 

on Coral on Padauk 

Wood with Twisted 

Copper Wire by Noel 

Runyan Obsidian Nessie Rock Ness    

Monster by Deb Runyan 

Bolo Cuff by Jim Sugiyama 

Breccia  

September 2021 
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Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

Members’ Displays  

 

All members are asked to display at least one time per year, but you may display as many times as you like.  

There are no displays in meetings when Silent Auctions are scheduled. Usually, there are no displays in  

December because there is the installation dinner in lieu of our regular meeting, but for the other months, 

email a photo of your display item to Michele Smith by the Sunday before the general meeting, so that she 

can display it on line.   Michele will send out an email with details before our meeting. 

Jim Fox brought a large Rhodonite rock, where  he had polished a surface so the we could see the possibil-
ities of the material once it was polished.  He described Rhodonite as, “Rhodonite gets its pink color from 
the element manganese. Often it can be found associated with manganese oxide minerals which form black 
patches or sometimes tree-like "dendrites" in the pink silicate. It is a relatively tough material with a Mohs 
hardness of 5.5 - 6.5. It makes very wearable jewelry in the form of cabochons or beads. Faceted stones are 
very rare and are prized by collectors. The color spectrum runs from a medium red to a light pink, and rare-
ly a deep red. In 1979, Rhodonite was designated as the official state gemstone for Massachusetts, since it 
is the most beautiful material found there. It is an inosilicate manganese, (Mn, Fe, Mg, Ca) SiO3. Rhodo-
nite gets its name from the Greek word, "rhodon", meaning "rose colored" and this attractive hue and vitre-
ous luster make it a popular ornamental material. Rhodonite's appearance is like that of Rhodochrosite, 
where the difference is that Rhodonite is a silicate mineral and therefore harder than Rhodochrosite which 
is a carbonate mineral and softer. The manganese is often partly replaced by iron, magnesium, calcium, and 
sometimes zinc which may sometimes be present in considerable amounts.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Jim had six more Rhodonite rocks, and these were donated to the DRC sale that was held on August 28.  

The polished stone shown above was on display with the six rocks that were on sale.  In seeing the display, 

prospective buyers could see the possibilities, and as a result, all six rock were sold. 

Don’t know what to display? Any type of rock, mineral, or fossil (identified or not), your latest project, 

information on a field trip, ideas for a display case, or anything to do with rocks is appreciated.  Sharing 

items helps to educate all who attend the meeting.  Show off what you love, so that we can enjoy it with 

you. 

Rick Kennedy– Chairperson 

Before the 

Rhodonite is 

polished 

After an area in the 

Rhodonite is polished 
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Founder’s Day Picnic 

September 25, 2021 

Cabana Club, 100 Belwood Gateway, Los Gatos 

 

We will be gathering at 11 am, and lunch will be served at 

noon.  All members are invited and guests are welcome.  

 We need your help for this event.   

We need volunteers to help with setting up tables, grilling meat, organizing the pot-

luck table, and cleanup when the event is over.  To volunteer, please email         

Stephen May at Stephenmay0990@gmail.com. 

If you plan to attend, please fill out the picnic signup form below and submit it by 

September 11, 2021 either by email to Stephenmay0990@gmail.com or  mail to 

SCVGMS Founder’s Day Picnic, c/o Stephen May 

1092 Candlewood Avenue, Sunnyvale, 94089 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

SCVGMS Founder’s Day Picnic Sign Up Form 

 

Looking Forward to Seeing Everyone There ! ! ! 

Name:   

Address:   

Number of Adults attending:   

Number of Juniors attending:   

Number of Chicken meals:   

Number of Tri-tip meals:   

Number of Hot Dogs:   

Will you be swimming?   Yes  or  No 

Dish you will bring to share?  

(Please bring a serving spoon.) 

  Salad  or  Dessert (for 10-12 people) 
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Earth Bound 
By Michele Smith 

 

I see a lot of beautiful things when I walk along a trail, 

Once my eyes landed on a piece of perfect shale, 

I picked it up and checked it out to see how it cleaves, 

There! Perfect natural planes, beneath the dirt and leaves 

Then what do I do with this heavy found rock I want? 

Why I add it to my pack load and continue on my jaunt. 

I gazed at an amethyst geode, seven or eight feet tall, 

Purple crystals nestling with clear quartz, and that’s not all. 

Some rocks are rough dull agate, then tumbled round and round, 

Shaped into gorgeous cabochons and worn as homage to the ground. 

I pick up wave shaped sandstone along the ocean beach, 

Embedded shell fossils, nature drilled holes, hear nature teach,  

And next to my front door, I have a meteorite specimen, 

Heavy in my hand and heart, becomes my own space medicine. 

If I used this as a weapon, while practicing self-control, 

Would I have to be licensed for meteorite control? 

We rock-hounds have rock gardens, mounding at our feet, 

You can rearrange them and they love both cold and heat. 

But as I add rock borders I see through my children’s eyes, 

They worry about how to dump these rocks when their mother dies, 

And now that I think of it, someday I know I will be dead, 

And an honest eulogy will proclaim that I had rocks in my head. 
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A Mountain Treasure: The Barites of Cerro Warihuyn 
By Ana Papadopoulos 

 
 Where the sky meets the Earth in a place high up on a mountain in the Peruvian Andes, a discovery was 
made which brought to the surface a most beautiful and sparkling treasure. This sparkling treasure turned 
out to be Barite from Cerro Warihuyn. Cerro Warihuyn lies near Miraflores in the Province of Huama-
lies in the region of Huanuco, Peru. This locality was previously unknown until around 2005 when these 
Barites began to appear on the market. While Barite is found in many places including the United States, 
The U.K., Morocco, Italy, and Spain, just to name a few, I decided to focus on the Barites from Cerro 
Warihuyn because they were the gateway for me to collecting Barite. 
 
 Barite is a nonmetallic barium sulfide mineral with the formula BaSO4. It is the main source of the ele-
ment Barium, which has various industrial applications due to its high specific gravity of 4.5. It is used 
in x-ray shielding, a pigment in paints, and as a weighted filler in paper, cloth and rubber. However, the 
majority is used as a weighting agent for drilling mud used primarily in the oil and gas industry. Luckily 
for the collector, the Barites from Cerro Warihuyn are primarily mined for the specimen market. 
 
 The name Barite derives from the Greek word “barys” which means “heavy”. This heaviness is a distin-
guishing feature of Barite. When you pick it up, the seemingly delicate crystals fool you into thinking it 
is a light mineral, but it is in fact quite heavy for a nonmetallic mineral.  
 
It is this delicate appearance that originally attracted me to the Barites from Cerro Warihuyn. They are 
found in a variety of colors ranging from nearly colorless to grayish blue or grayish green, to golden yel-
low, to a more amber color. Barite crystallizes in the orthorhombic system and the Barite crystals of 
Cerro Warihuyn are typically tabular or bladed and vary in thickness; some with the transparency of 
glass. In addition to being translucent to transparent, the crystals exhibit fluorescence and phosphores-
cence. Also, they are commonly associated with Dolomite and Rhodochrosite. The transparency of some 
of the crystals would make for excellent gemstones but, unfortunately, Barite is too brittle and has a 
Mohs hardness of 2.5-3.5 making it unsuitable material for gemstones.  
 
Despite their somewhat fragile nature, the Barites from Cerro Warihuyn are truly special. They are a 
great choice for collectors of all levels since they are still generally affordable and their insolubility 
makes them relatively safe to handle. Their shape, color and form are a feast for the eye and are truly 
mountain treasures. 

Internet Example of the Barites of 

Cerro Warihuyn 
Ana Papadopoulos’s Example of the 

Barites of Cerro Warihuyn 
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The Hell Creek Adventure and the Dueling Dinosaurs 
By Jo Borucki 

 
Bill, our friend Gene Westerberg, and I had looked for minerals for our first week of a two week trip 
to Montana in August 2007, and then we shifted our focus to fossils for the second week. We decid-
ed to go to Jordan, Montana, located in the Hell Creek area known for its fossils, especially dinosaur 
fossils from the late Cretaceous Period which ended about 66 million years ago.   Jordan is  the 
county seat for Garfield County, and is called the loneliest county seat in all of the United States be-
cause it is 75 miles from the next town. Jordan had about 350 people and had been shrinking steadily 
in population because it was difficult to find work.  Despite its small size, it had two motels, a gro-
cery store, a park, Garfield County Health Center, a library, a museum, a VFW hall, a bar, three 
churches, and two restaurants. Ranching was big here for a long time, but like all types of farming, it 
had become  increasingly difficult to make ends meet.   
 
After checking into one of Jordon’s two motels, Gene asked the owner if he knew of anyone who led 
fossil hunting trips.  The owner, Kent, highly recommended Clayton Phipps.  Clayton was a ranch-
er, emergency medical technician, and professional fossil hunter.  At first Clayton was a little reluc-
tant to guide us when he realized we were old dudes, but Gene assured him that we were in great 
shape so he took us on.  Gene is an expert on minerals and fossils, and he and Clayton had immedi-
ately enjoyed discussing their common interest. 
 
We met Clayton at 8:00 the next morning in Gene’s room.  As Clayton drove us to the fossil site, he 
told us that few months earlier, he and a friend found two dinosaur skeletons intertwined, a plant eat-
er and a meat eater.  So far they had not identified either specifically, and wouldn’t until more of the 
fossilized bones were exposed.  He explained that it was possible that the fossils are the first exam-
ple of two dinosaurs dying while in combat with one another, and went on to say that when an im-
portant find like this is made, the bones are not just dug up but instead the site is carefully document-
ed first.  Any exposed fossilized remains are stabilized with an epoxy mixture called PaleoBOND.   
As significant material is exposed, it is stabilized, and then the dirt surrounding large chunks of fos-
sil containing material are wrapped, sides, top, and bottom in a shell made of burlap and plaster of 
Paris.  In the case of this find, the enormous fossil containing chunks had been transported via semi-
trucks to a huge building made of corrugated metal.  Clayton explained that it may take 3 to 4 years 
to unearth, document, stabilize, and reassemble the fossilized dinosaurs.  It is sometime during this 
process that the professionals will determine the species and relationship of the fossils one to the an-
other.  CK Preparations of Fort Peck, Montana is doing this work.  Their email address is 
www.ckpreparations.com.   
 
Clayton had another project.  He showed us the fossil that he was currently unearthing.  Some of the 
fossilized bones were at the ground surface, and he had stabilized them.  It looked to be a Tricera-
tops. 
  
We dug in two sites.  It was an educated guess as to whether one would find anything worthwhile.  
There were fossilized bones scattered among the rocks in the stream bed, but scattered as they are, 
they had no scientific importance because they could have washed down from anywhere and any 
layer.  It was a thrill to find them nevertheless.   
 
So, how do you tell a fossilized bone from just a piece of rock?  You lick it.  If it is fossilized 
bone, your tongue will stick because the fossilized bone is filled with tiny capillaries that try to pull 
the moisture from your tongue.  Even though I had eaten my lunch, I still enjoyed tasting the local 
rocks to determine which were fossilized bones.  I bet you have never had fossilized bone for des-
sert.  It is nonfattening but not particularly tasty.  I much prefer ice cream. 
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The second site was much better.  Gene found a piece of dinosaur vertebra with some ribs attached.  Bill 
found a nice piece of dinosaur bone and a piece of turtle shell.  My best find was a small fossilized bone 
from an ancient crocodile.  Clayton helped Gene stabilize and remove the vertebra.  It was fascinating to 
watch him gently remove it from the earth using a small shovel, a knife, and a paint brush to carefully 
free it from the earth.  I showed him my half of a crocodile bone, and he took the dirt from where I 
found the half bone, and screened it (shook the dirt through a screen) until he found the other half.  He 
glued the two pieces together for me.   
 
It was time to go home.  Usually a guide is anxious to complete his service to you and go home, but we 
had to pry Clayton loose.  When that was achieved, Clayton dropped us off at our motel, inviting the 
three of us to Fort Peck to CK Preparations to see the work on the two dinosaurs.  The following 
morning, we followed his truck with our SUV to CK Preparations.  It was a wonderful way to conclude 
our vacation in Montana.  We were blessed with the unforgettable experience of talking with the experts 
as they processed the fossilized bones.   
 
We enjoyed our time fossil hunting with Clayton and so we decided to return in the summer of 2008.  
Gene contacted Clayton, and they arranged a three day trip. 
 
Our first day of fossil hunting, Tuesday, July 24, 2008 was hot.  Clayton drove us to where he had bull-
dozed into new soil and rock in the same area where we had looked last year.  With the sun beating 
down on us, we dug and scraped patiently and found little.  Gene and Bill decided, for a change of pace, 
they’d take a walk.  I had found something that looked promising, it looked like a nice sized bone, so I 
stayed and kept digging.  When I dug it out and Clayton and I looked at it carefully, it proved to be 
simply a deceptively shaped piece of very hard, compressed mud shaped like a piece of bone.  I was so 
disappointed.  I had worked so hard in that hot sun.  Later that day, I was to make the best discovery for 
the day, a tiny perfect tooth from a small mammal, the Didelphadon, that had existed with the dinosaurs.   
 

The second of our three days, was a red-letter day for me.  I was very fortunate!  I was digging patiently 
into the hills, carefully scraping and brushing when a small, exquisite object dropped out into the dirt.  I 
sifted it out of the dirt, and was privileged to behold a perfect cuspid (front tooth) from a Ankylosaur 
Edmontonian, a Sauropod, a plant eater.  A few days later, when we were in a book store, I bought a 
book, Dinosaur Systematics Approaches and Perspectives by Kenneth Carpenter and Philip J. Currie, 
because I wanted to know more about the beautiful object that I had found. 

Later in the day, my cup of happiness ran over.  Once again I was digging, scraping, and brushing.  As a 
shape began to take form in the shell layer where I was digging, I called for Clayton, telling him that I 
did not want to go any further by myself, that I thought I had found something important.  He coached 
me as I stabilized it and removed it from the soil.  It was a tooth from either Nano Tyrannosaur or a ba-
by Tyrannosaurus Rex.  The Rex is only one of the Tyrannosaur Dinosaurs.  Even today, I don’t know 
which kind of dinosaur this tooth comes from, but I know that it is a thrill to have found it.  Clayton 
took it home, cleaned it up, and gave it back to me the next morning. 

The third day was less dramatic, but still very rewarding.  My best find on July 26 was a piece of croco-
dile vertebra.  On examining it closely, I could see a groove where the spinal cord was once protected 
when this crocodile swam the waters of the Late Cretaceous Period perhaps munching juicy mammals 
such as the Didelphadon whose tooth I had found on the first day of fossil hunting. 

Our three days had come to an end and as we drove back to Billings to catch our plane back to Califor-
nia, I could imagine the dinosaurs walking the earth once more.  As we drove through this hauntingly 
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beautiful, stark land once the home of dinosaurs and currently called Montana, I could not help but won-
der if, perhaps in another 66 million years, it might be home to and loved by some future species not yet 
imagined by us humans just as the mighty dinosaurs could never have imagined us 66 million years ago 
when they inhabited the earth. 
 
As the years have passed since our times fossil hunting in Montana in 2007 and 2008, I have sporadical-
ly followed the history of Clayton Phipps and the Dueling Dinosaurs, hoping for a good outcome to his 
venture.  A variety of websites have given me the most current information.  For example the website; 
https://www.northernag.net/working-cows-and-hunting-dinosaurs relates how Clayton became interest-
ed in fossil hunting, and that was in 2003 when he had found a Stygimoloch skull and was able to sell it 
to a private collector receiving about what he earned in a year as a cowboy.  This success hooked him on 
fossil hunting.   
 
So, what has happened with the Dueling Dinosaurs?  Read the information at https://

www.theguardian.com/science/2019/jul/17/montana-fossilized-dueling-dinosaurs-skeletons-dino-

cowboy where the almost fifteen years of legal struggle is described.  The result of the years of work and 

struggle is that the Triceratops and the Tyrannosaurus Rex frozen in their mortal battle finally have a 

home, and it is a good home.  It was bought for $6 million dollars by Friends of the North Carolina Mu-

seum of Natural Sciences in Raleigh where it will be on display sometime in 2022.  Museum-goers may 

watch as staff paleontologists strip away remaining rock material  and then analyze the bone and soft 

tissue remains.  It seems to me that this may be the best of all worlds.  Clayton Phipps and his associates 

get paid for all their hard and careful work and expense and the Dueling Dinosaur fossils are available 

for research, public viewing and education.  Clayton says that he wants to take his grandkids to the mu-

seum someday and say, “Hey, your old grandpappy found those dinosaurs.”  He rejoices that people are 

going to see them forever and says that this is what he has always wanted for the Dueling Dinosaurs. 

 

Perhaps you would like to go on a fossil dig.  For information, look at CowboyDinoDigs.com where you 

can book a time with the Jason Phipps family and dig for fossils, or at DailyDinosaurDigs.com which 

also offers this service.  Also of interest, CKpreparations.com, under the heading “2020 Field Journal” 

presents information on some of Clayton’s and his son Luke’s current projects. 

 

Bill, Gene, and I have considered these fos-

sil hunting trips with Clayton Phipps to be 

highlights of our many years together min-

eral and fossil hunting.  I am honored that 

we three are among the perhaps twenty or 

so people who visited CK Preparations 

when the Dueling Dinosaurs on the flatbed 

truck were being processed.  We will al-

ways remember that day of our first trip to 

Jordan, Montana, the loneliest little county 

seat in the United States where we first met 

Clayton and learned about the Dueling Di-

nosaur project. 

 

 

The Dueling Dinosaurs 

Image from the internet 

Breccia  

September 2021 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2019/jul/17/montana-fossilized-dueling-dinosaurs-skeletons-dino-cowboy
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2019/jul/17/montana-fossilized-dueling-dinosaurs-skeletons-dino-cowboy
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2019/jul/17/montana-fossilized-dueling-dinosaurs-skeletons-dino-cowboy


15 

General Meeting 
August 24, 2021 

 
The August meeting was called to order by Michele Smith at 7:57 pm outside of the Cabana Club and via 
Zoom so that those who could not attend in person could still participate. 
Frank Mullaney started the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Announcements:  
The Board meeting will be held on Zoom at 7:30 pm on Thursday August 26th. 
Frank informed us that our Festival cannot be held next March. The Fairgrounds will not be available for 
the first two quarters in 2022. The board will discuss other options as more information becomes available. 
The CFMS Show will be held in Antelope Valley on April 23-24, 2022. 
Fall Federation Business Meeting is in Visalia on November 1, 2021. 
DRC Rock Sale: Jim Sugiyama, The sale will be held on Saturday, August 28th from 9:00 am till noon at 
Pat Speece's house, 2357 Loma Park Court, San Jose. 
Founder's Day Picnic is on Saturday September 25th starting at 11:00 am at the Cabana Club, 100 Bel-
wood Gateway, Los Gatos. The signup form is in the Breccia. If you plan to attend, please fill out the form 
and submit it no later than September11th, 2021, to SCVGMS Founder's Day Picnic, c/o Stephen May, 
1092 Candlewood Ave, Sunnyvale, CA 94089. 
Field Trips Information was presented by Kyle Van Woerkom, and he announced that the Oregon field 
trips have been cancelled due to unhealthy air conditions. The Rainbow Ridge Opal Mine trip in Nevada is 
still on at this time. 
Dues are due.  Information is in the Breccia. 
Presentation:  
By Kyle Van Woerkom, The Rice Museum of Rocks & Minerals in Hillsboro, Oregon. 
Kyle had some great pictures of specimens to share. It was a most enjoyable presentation. 
Bragging Rights was won by Jim Sugiyama  
Rockhound of the Month: 
June: Jim Sugiyama 
July: Paul Kidman 
August: Pat Speece 
Next Presentation: Stephen May, COVID Field Trips. 
Member Displays: Rhodonite, polished by Jim Fox, (More rough is available at the DRC Sale). 
New DRC Location: So far no one has expressed interest in hosting future DRC Sales 
Hospitality: Members: 19, Guests: 1 
New Members: None 
Next Meeting is on September 28th, at 7:30 pm 
Meeting adjourned: 9:10 pm 
Respectfully submitted, Jim Fox (Filling in for Rick Kennedy SCVGMS Secretary) 

Sunshine 

Daymond Speece was hospitalized for a week. The good news is that he is home now.  We all 

wish him a speedy recovery.  
 

If you know someone who needs some sunshine, Please email  

Margo Mosher at margomosher@yahoo.com 
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SCVGMS Board Meeting 
August 26th, 2021 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:33 PM via the Zoom application so that the Board complied 

with the governor’s stay at home order. 

Roll Call:  All board members were present except for Sonia Dyer and Dean Welder. 

Reading of the minutes from the July 29th Board Meeting:  M/S/P to approve the minutes as 

read (F. Mullaney, C. Hansen). 

New Members:  No new members, Jim Sugiyama has found a soft copy of our membership ap-

plication form, updated it and sent it to the Board. 

Correspondence:  Chase Statement and two bills from State Farm for insurance on our trailers.  

M/S/P to pay the $48.29 and $42.29 bills (F. Mullaney, S. May). 

Treasurer’s Report:  Jim Sugiyama presented the club with a treasurer’s report.  M/S/P to pay 

up to $900.00 for our annual tax preparation (R. Kennedy, F. Mullaney. 

Jim also presented a response to the questions raised during the audit.  Here is his report:  

Observations and Recommendations 

Board should discuss the purpose of the endowment fund held by Dodge and Cox and discuss 
if we are handling it as was intended.  (Article 9 section 5 of the By Laws states “Section 
5. Endowment Fund Purpose: A restricted reserve for the purpose of providing operating 
funds during the year, utilizing only the income or interest from the account. The Endow-
ment Fund is the amount which is currently in the Dodge and Cox Balanced Fund. Interest 
or income not utilized during the fiscal year becomes a part of the permanent fund. Use of 
the Endowment Fund principal: Use of these funds can only be authorized by a 2/3 vote of 
the membership present at a regular meeting, as governed per article VIII of the Bylaws). 

Board should also discuss the purpose of the Chase CD and the plans for its future use. (Not 
discussed in the By Laws but suggested by a board member to be held as a back-up to the 
regular operating funds) 

Treasurer should attempt to get receipts for all disbursements.  (Already being done) 
Also, recommend discussing setting a dollar threshold where receipts are not required and a 

threshold where board approval of disbursements is not required. (Article 6 of the By Laws 
state “Section 5. The Treasurer shall receive all dues and other monies and disburse the 
same when so authorized by the Board of Directors). 

Should maintain a list of sources of all receipts (i.e., names and amounts). (Already being 
done). 

Should attempt to have tax return prepared before audit as a source for comparison. (So not-
ed). 

Digital financial documents/records should have a back-up located off site. (Not a require-

ment in the By Laws but seems like a wise accounting practice to do). 
Discuss use of QuickBooks or other software to maintain financial records, Pro’s and Con’s. 

(TBD) 
Discuss migrating to a Chase Business account.  Primary benefit discussed was the ability to 

use BillPay allowing a primary and secondary approval system. (We already have a Chase 

Business Account and it does not have a two-person signer and approval system.  Howev-
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er, a person could be given limited access to set up payments and another person with 
higher authorization could initiate sending off the checks per in-person conversation with 

Chase banker.  This may not be practical as the Treasurer initiates payments and also has 
the highest authorization level). 

Jim Sugiyama and Paul Kidman are going to do some more research on our Dodge and Cox ac-

count and look at the other options Dodge and Cox offers. 

Dues:  Jim also presented an up-to-date accounting of who has and has not paid dues.  The Secre-

tary will send out letter after the September Board meeting to those who have not yet paid. 

Committee Reports: 

Federation:  Stephen May reported that the CFMS will hold their annual show on April 22-24 

in Lancaster, hosted by the Antelope Valley club.  He also reported that the CFMS meet-

ing will be held in November in Visalia.  If Karen Welder is unable to attend, Stephen will. 

Field Trips:  Stephen May reported that the September 3-6 trip to Hampton Butte, Glass Butte 

and Rainbow Ridge is on has changed.  Due to fire and air quality dangers, the Oregon 

portion of the trip has been canceled and it will be just a small group of people going to 

Virgin Valley. 

Old Business: 

2022 Festival:  The Fairgrounds has announced that they will not be hosting any events for 

the first half of 2022.  Frank Mullaney will meet with representatives of the Fairgrounds 

and see what our options are. 

CFMS Field Trip Co-op:  Stephen May has sent the application.  

Founder’s Day Picnic: will be on September 25th, assuming we are able to meet in person. 

  

New Business: 

Alternative places to hold the festival:  There was discussion based on a member suggestion 

about alternative places to hold the festival.  At present, the Fairgrounds still seems to be 

the best option. 

Discussion of DRC Future:  There was discussion about how we can continue the DRC after 

the rocks are moved from Pat Speece’s house.  Some ideas were passed around and a cou-

ple of Board members volunteered to take on part of the responsibility.  More discussion 

will need to happen. 

Program Schedule:   

September:  Panel discussion about the different trips that members have taken during this 

period of Covid.  Led by Stephen May 

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM 

Respectfully submitted, Rick Kennedy, SCVGMS Secretary 
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Santa Clara Valley  

Gem and Mineral Society 

P.O. Box 54, San Jose, CA 95103-0054 

Website: www.scvgms.org 

Email: info@scvgms.org 

Phone Number (408) 265-1422 

Like us on Facebook:  

http://www.facebook.com/santaclaravalleygemandmineralsociety 

 An Invitation 

This society is pleased to invite guests to attend general  meetings, study groups, 

and field trips.  General meetings are normally held the fourth Tuesday of every 

month with meet and greet time beginning at 7:15 followed by the meeting at 

7:45 PM at 100 Belwood Gateway (the Cabana Club), Los Gatos, CA 95032. 

Belwood Gateway is just south of Blossom Hill Road between Leigh Avenue and 

Harwood Road. 

The next General Meeting is scheduled for September 28 at 7:30 at the     

Cabana Club, and the Board Meeting is scheduled for September 30 at 7:30 

using Zoom. 

  
 Our Society’s Purpose: The inculcation of a love of rocks and minerals by the 

furtherance of members' interests in the earth sciences and by education in all 

facets of related educational activities with the promotion of good fellowship, 

proper ethics, and conduct. 

Our Membership Requirements: Attendance at two general meetings within 

twelve months. This society is a member of the California Federation of         

Mineralogical Societies (CFMS) and is affiliated with the American Federation of 

Mineralogical Societies (AFMS). Our Newsletter, the Breccia, is published ten 

times annually.  The deadline for all articles is the Sunday after the general 

meeting.  The Breccia editor is Jo Borucki who may be contacted by email at  

joborucki@yahoo.com or by phone at (408)245-2881.  The Breccia is proofread 

by Pat Speece.  Exchange bulletins may be sent to Jo Borucki, 1196 Sesame 

Drive, Sunnyvale, CA 94087.  Permission to copy is freely granted to American 

Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) affiliated clubs when proper credit 

is given. 

Study Group Leaders 

For information, please contact the leader listed below. 

Smithies:  Pat Speece 408- 266-4327 pat.speece@comcast.net 

Cabbers:  We need a leader.  Can it be you? 

Rock Tumbling Study Group: David Mosher 

SCVGMS ELECTED OFFICERS 

President:  Michele Smith                (408)374-1897 

Vice President:  Frank Mullaney       (408)691-2656 

Secretary: Rick Kennedy                 (408)529-9690 

Treasurer:  Jim Sugiyama                (408)234-1413 

Editor: Jo Borucki                            (408)245-2881 

Federation Director: Karen Welder  (408)353-2675 

(Alternate Fed. Director:  

  Paul Kidman                                   (408)356-4995                     

Board Members at Large 

 Jim Fox                                             (408)356-7711 

Missy Fox                                         (408)356-7711 

 Sonia Dyer                                       (408)629-5735 

 Alan Achor                                       (408)749-0771               

 Cal Hansen                                         (408)688-7143 

Parliamentarian: Dean Welder          (408)353-2675 

 

SCVGMS COMMITTEE HEADS 

 

Bragging Rights Chair: Alan Achor 

Donation Receiving Committee Chairs:    

   Michele Smith and Jim Sugiyama 

Festival Chairpersons 2021: Jim and Missy Fox 

Field Trip Coordinator:  Stephen May 

Founder’s Day Picnic Chairman:  Stephen May 

Founder’s Day Raffle: TBD 

Founder’s Day Bingo: TBD 

Hospitality: Pat and Louis Schuesler 

Installation Dinner: Rick Kennedy, Jim and Missy   

Fox 

Member Displays: Rick Kennedy  

Refreshments: Michele Smith 

Silent Auction: TBD 

Sunshine: Margo Mosher 

Trophies: Frank Mullaney 

Librarian:  Deb Runyan 

Webmaster: TBD 

 

Note:  Some of these committee heads  may 

change.  Michele Smith and Stephen May are 

working to fill all positions. 
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