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Hello Fellow Rockhounds, 

 

I would like to welcome all of the new members who 

have joined the club recently. I invite you to take       

advantage of the study groups and upcoming trips that 

are planned for the near future. I hope all of you are able 

to go collecting somewhere this summer. There are some 

nice trips planned by some of our sister clubs. Details are 

here in the Breccia. If you would like to go on any field 

trips and need more information, please contact Stephen 

May for information by e-mail at fieldtrips@scvgms.org . 

 

The Founder’s Day Picnic will be held on June 25th. I 

am sure Sonia Dyer would appreciate help with some of 

the details. Please volunteer yourselves to help her. The 

more help she has, the easier it will be. This is always a 

fun event where you can visit with family, friends and 

other Rockhounds, eat good food, and win some nice 

prizes in the raffle and playing Rock Bingo. New     

members and guests are also welcome. The club provides 

the meat, garlic bread, drinks and table service. Each 

family is requested to bring a side dish, salad, or dessert 

to share. The pool will be open if you would like to 

swim. I hope you can make it. Please bring along some 

rocks to donate for bingo prizes. 

 

You probably haven’t thought about it, but your annual 

dues are due by May 31st. Dues are $20 for adults, $5 for   

juniors, or $30 for a family membership. There is a form to fill 

out and turn in with your payment. Please pay them promptly. 

Members are given a grace period, but it is much easier on the 

editor and secretary if we don’t have to send out delinquent 

notices. 

 

Have a GREAT summer! 

 

Randy Harris, President 

mailto:fieldtrips@scvgms.org
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June 2 - Smithies workshop from 4 to 7 PM at Pat 

Speece’s home.  

June 3 -  Big Rock Sale 9:00Am to Noon at 

2357 Loma Park Court, San Jose 

June 9 - Smithies workshop from 4 to 7 PM at Pat 

Speece’s home. 

June 13  - Cabbers 6 to 9 PM at Victor Gassmann’s 

home. 

June 10 - 17  Field Trip, Utah 

June 16 - 18 Field Trip, Texas Springs, Nevada 

June 17  - Cabbers 10 AM to 2 PM at Victor 

Gassmann’s home. 

June 25 - Founder’s Day Picnic 

June 27- General Meeting at 7:45 Talk by Chuck  

Boblenz: Dendritic and Plume Agate 

June 29 - Board Meeting at 7:30 PM at the home of  

Frank Mullaney.  Jim Fox is the host. 

July 1 - 3 Field Trip, Gabbs, Nevada 

July 7  - Smithies workshop from 4 to 7 PM at Pat 

Speece’s home. 

July 11 - Cabbers 6 to 9 PM at Victor Gassmann’s 

home. 

July 15 - Cabbers 10 AM to 2 PM at Victor 

Gassmann’s home. 

July 14  - Smithies workshop from 4 to 7 PM at Pat 

Speece’s home.                                                      

July 25 - General Meeting at 7:45 Talk by Georg 

Schmerholz: Jade Carving 

July 27 - Board Meeting at 7:30 PM at the home of  

Frank Mullaney hosted by Randy Harris  

August 4 - Smithies workshop from 4 to 7 PM at Pat 

Speece’s home.  

August 8 -  Cabbers 6 to 9 PM at Victor Gassmann’s 

home.                                   

August 11 - Smithies workshop from 4 to 7 PM at Pat 

Speece’s home. 

August 18  -  Cabbers 10 AM to 2 PM at Victor 

Gassmann’s home.    
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Check Out What Our Study Groups Are Doing 

 

Smithies creating sampler bracelet 
 

The textured pieces of our sampler bracelet 

are taking a variety of shapes, and we are  

solving problems with connections. We are 

working with copper and red brass (resembles 

gold). 

 

After the textured samples are done, jump 

rings will be soldered to connect the samples, 

and a clasp will be created and incorporated. 

After polishing all, on to the goal - making a 

silver bezel, soldering it to a silver backplate, 

creating a bail and anything else that needs to 

be done to finish the pendant. If you have a 

cab you would like to set, this is a good time. 

 

Smithies meet the first and second Friday of 

each month, from 4-7pm in the comfortable 

shed in my backyard. 

Interested? Contact me at 

pat.speece@comcast.net 

Thanks, Pat Speece 

Cabbers                                    
by Victor Gassmann 

Cabbers (formerly Cutaways) has resumed 

at a new location. With the two club       

Genies and my slab saw, I can show you 

how to safely use the  equipment to  make a 

cabochon. These are formed rounded and 

polished stones to incorporate into              

jewelry.  There is a $7 shop fee.            Be-

ginners are welcome. 

WHEN: Our Cabber lab at my home is 

open the second Tuesday evening of each 

month, and mid-day the third Saturday of 

each month. 

WHERE:  2150 Almaden Road, San Jose. 

This is  near Curtner and Almaden Road. 

CONTACT: You must call to let me know 

if you are coming.                                   

Victor Gassmann   1(408)376-1721 

If you would like to be on my email        

notification list, email me 

at  gassmannv3@gmail.com 

 

Breccia  

June 2017 

mailto:pat.speece@comcast.net
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FOUNDER’S DAY PICNIC   

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES! 

 

Don’t forget, our club’s annual picnic is coming up, 

Sunday June 25th
, at the Cabana Club. Send in 

your reservation form from the Breccia, so we can 

get a head count. The entrees will be chicken and  

tri-tip. Everyone is asked to bring a side-dish, salad, 

fresh fruit, or dessert to share. 

We already have a chef and one helper, and are in 

search of a second BBQ chef and a second helper.  

If you’re willing to give us a hand, please contact 

Sonia Dyer at sonia.dyer@sbcglobal.net or  

408-629-5735. 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

Agates, Dendrites and Plumes 
 

Do you have an interest in these? Do you  

collect and/or work with this material? 

 

If so, then plan now to join the June general  

meeting on June 27th for a program about agates. 

Learn what makes up those prized pieces in your 

collection and how interesting dendrites and plumes 

can add beauty to a stone. 

Plan now to join us, 

Chuck Boblenz 

Show and Tell  
Members’ Displays  

 

All members are asked to display at least one 

time per year, but you may display as many 

times as  you like.  There are no displays in 

May and November because of the Silent 

Auctions. There are no displays in December 

because there is the  installation dinner in lieu 

of our  regular meeting.  The displays at our 

monthly meetings are enjoyed very much.  

Don’t know what to display? Any type of 

rock, mineral, or fossil (identified or not), 

your  latest project, information on a field trip 

to take, ideas for a display case, anything to 

do with rocks!!! 

 

There were no displays for May because of 

the Silent Auction 

 

Rick Kennedy 
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Jade Carving 
 

Do you want to learn about carving jade?  Georg Schmerholz will present a talk on jade carving at 

our July 25 general membership meeting. 

Continuing Education Camp     

Paradise Drawing 

 
The winner of the Continuing Education 

Camp Paradise drawing is Bob Kout.   

Congratulations, Bob!  We look forward 

to seeing what you create. 

mailto:sonia.dyer@sbcglobal.net
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2017 Field Trips 
 

June 10-17th, Utah, Thomas range, Topaz Mt.   

Topaz, septarian nodules, geodes, trilobites. 

Contact Stan Begosian- 408-568-2489 

 

June 16-18th, Texas Springs, Nevada, 

Pink agate limb casts, petrified wood, gray-brown bog agate 

 

July 1-3rd, Gabbs, Nevada, 2 hours south of Fallon  

Opalized petrified wood, calaghanite 

 

July – TBD, Clear Creek Ca.  

Jadeite, plasma agate, petrified wood, serpentine, druse quartz. 

 

TBD - Hallelujah Junction- Rick Kennedy 

 

Contact Stephen May, 

C- 408 306-6782 

H- 669 248-3993 

Breccia  

June 2017 

 

Rockhounding 
Oh malachite and azurite, your greens and blues are very bright. 

And opals with your pearly glow, I will find you, I just know. 

Dear tourmalines, you are so right, finding you is my delight. 

With picks and other tools and so, we'll load our car and off we go. 

By Jo Borucki - May 2017 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF WATER 

ōȅ a ŀǊƪ bŜƭǎƻƴΣ {ŀŦŜǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ /ƘŀƛǊ 

!ǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƴŜŀǊǎΣ ǿŜ ǊƻŎƪƘƻǳƴŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ 
ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƳ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘǊƛǇǎ ǘƻ 
ǊƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƳ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜ    
ƳƛƴŜǊŀƭ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƴƎΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ǘǊŜƪ ƻǾŜǊ ƘƛƭƭǎΣ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŜǊǘǎ - ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ ŬƴŘǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
ǿƻǊƪ ǎƘƻǇǎ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴǘƻ ŀǊǘΦ {ƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŀǊŜ ǿŀǊƳΦ aƻǎǘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ              
ǊŜŦǊƛƎŜǊŀǘŜŘ ŀƛǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǘ ǳǇ  
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ {ƻ Řƻ Ƙŀƭƭǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƘƻƭŘ 
ƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǿǎΗ   
 
a ŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻǊ Ŏƭǳō ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƻǳǊ Ƙƻōōȅ 
ǎŀŦŜƭȅΦ ! ǿŜŀƪ ŀƴŘ ǝǊŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ƘǳǊǘ ŀǘ ŀ 
ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻǊ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ŀ ŬŜƭŘ 
ǘǊƛǇ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǘǊƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƭƭΦ  aƛǎƘŀǇǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘȅǇŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀũŜŎǘ ǳǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ όōȅ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ 

ǳǎύ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ όƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƻǊƪ ǎƘƻǇ ƻǊ 

ǎƘƻǊǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŀ ŬŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŎƭƛƴƛŎύΦ  
 

!ƴ ŀƭǘŜǊŜŘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŦŀǝƎǳŜ ŀƴŘ     
ŘŜƘȅŘǊŀǝƻƴ Ǉǳǘǎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ƛƴƧǳǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ 
ŘǊƛƴƪ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅΗ ²ŀǘŜǊ      
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜǎ ƻǳǊ ōƻŘȅΩǎ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΣ ƭǳōǊƛŎŀǘŜǎ 
Ƨƻƛƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 
ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ LŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ƘȅŘǊŀǘŜŘ ǿŜ 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ 
ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƘŀȊŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ     
ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ 
 

¢ǿƻ-ǘƘƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōƻŘȅ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ    
ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ мрп ǇƻǳƴŘǎ 
Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ мрлл ƻǳƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ !ƭƳƻǎǘ 
тл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅϥǎ ŎŜƭƭǎΣ нл҈ ƛǎ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŎŜƭƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƭŜǎǎ 
ǘƘŀƴ мл҈ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘǎǘǊŜŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōƻŘȅ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƛǘ 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅΦ ²Ŝ ƭƻǎŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅΦ IǳƳƛŘƛπ
ŬŜŘ ŀƛǊ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƻǳǊ ōƻŘȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜΦ    
²Ŝ ǎǿŜŀǘ ǘƻ Ŏƻƻƭ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ    
ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ōȅ ǳǊƛƴŀǝƴƎ ƻǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ 
ōƻǿŜƭ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ 
 

Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǝƳŜǎ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎƘƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŬŜƭŘ 
ǘǊƛǇǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǿŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎŜŜƪ ŀ ŎƘŀƛǊΣ 
ǊƻŎƪΣ ƻǊ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ǘƻ άǎƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻǳǘέΚ 
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǎƛƎƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ   
ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƊŜƴ          
ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǊƪŜǊ 
ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ŎƻƭƻǊ ƻŦ ǳǊƛƴŜΣ ŘǊȅ ƻǊ ǎǝŎƪȅ ƳƻǳǘƘΣ ŘǊȅ 
ǎƪƛƴΣ ƳƛƭŘ ƘŜŀŘŀŎƘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƛƎƘǘ ƳǳǎŎƭŜ ŎǊŀƳǇǎΦ 

¢ƘƛǊǎǘ ƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ bh¢ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǿŀǘŜǊΗ 
 

Iƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ L ōŜ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎΚ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ǎŜǘ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƴǘŀƪŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘΦ  {ǿŜŀǘ ǊŀǘŜΣ ƘŜŀǘΣ      
ƘǳƳƛŘƛǘȅΣ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŘǳǊŀǝƻƴ ŀǊŜ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ         
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘΦ ! ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ƘȅŘǊŀǘŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǳǊƛƴŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǳǊƛƴŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƻƭƻǊƭŜǎǎ ƻǊ 
ƭƛƎƘǘ ȅŜƭƭƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ 

ƘȅŘǊŀǘŜŘΦ 5ŀǊƪ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ƻǊ ŀƳōŜǊ-ŎƻƭƻǊŜŘ ǳǊƛƴŜ 
ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ŘŜƘȅŘǊŀǝƻƴΦ ² ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ 
ǿŀǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘŀƪŜ ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ    
ŜȄŎǊŜǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅϥǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ      
ōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘΦ ! ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ мрл 
ǇƻǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǿŜŀǝƴƎ ŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
ŘǊƛƴƪ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ср ƻǳƴŎŜǎ ŀ ŘŀȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ όпύ       
мс-ƻǳƴŎŜ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ ōƻǧƭŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǳƴƛǘǎΦ CƻǊ ŀ 
Ƙƻǘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻǊ ǾƛƎƻǊƻǳǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƴƎ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ 

ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ млл 
ƻǳƴŎŜǎΦ ! ǎ ŀ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘǳƳō L ŀŘǾƛǎŜ ŬŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŘǊƛƴƪ ƻƴŜ мс ƻǳƴŎŜ ōƻǧƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ƘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀŎǝǾŜΣ ǿŀǊƳ ŬŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇΦ 
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LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
ōƻǧƭŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǇǝƻƴǎΦ 
/ŀƳŜƭ.ŀƪ IȅŘǊŀǝƻƴ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ млл ƻǳƴŎŜ ōƭŀŘπ
ŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘǳōŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎƭƛǇǇŜŘ 
ƛƴǘƻ ŀ    ƪƴŀǇǎŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ϷнрΦнл 
ŦǊƻƳ ǎǇƻǊǝƴƎ ƎƻƻŘǎ ǎǘƻǊŜǎΦ ¢ŀǊƎŜǘ ŀƴŘ 
²ŀƭƳŀǊǘ ǎŜƭƭ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ 
ǎƛȊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ - ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ н ƭƛǘŜǊ hǳǘŘƻƻǊ 
tǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ Iнh tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ IȅŘǊŀǝƻƴ tŀŎƪ 
²ŀǘŜǊ  .ƭŀŘŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ϷннΦффΦ bŜƎƻǝŀǘŜ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ        
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƭƻƎƻ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΗ 
 

!ǎ ǿŜ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƳŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ 
ǘƻ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŀǎƛŎ ƻŦ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǊǳƭŜǎΥ 

5wLbY ² !¢9wΗ 
 
!ǊǝŎƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ /Ca { bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ WǳƴŜ нлмт 

Personal Experience Drives This      

Message Home! 
 

Recently, I was on a hike at the Pinnacles.    

Because of unforeseen circumstances, I did not 

drink my usual amount of water first thing in 

the morning, and I only brought a small bottle 

with me on our hike.  We hiked in about 5 

miles and stopped for lunch.  I was exhausted 

and in awhile found myself  regaining          

consciousness after being out for about five 

minutes.  After drinking about 3 liters of water 

and resting for an hour, I was able to walk out 3 

miles where a car shuttled me the other two 

miles.  It was a wake up call.  Water is of      

utmost importance.  Carry it, and drink it! 

By Jo Borucki 

Bragging Rights 

Chairman—Alan Anchor 
 

The winner for the May meeting is Jim Fox 

with his beautiful Malachite sample. 

 

The theme for the June meeting is Geodes: 

Hollow and Solid.  

Sunshine 
 

No news is good news!  All is well.  

Someone left a jacket after the April 

meeting.  Please claim it. 

 

Please report any information about 

people needing a bit of sunshine in 

their lives to Margo Mosher.     

margomosher@yahoo.com. 

New Members 
 

We welcome Jim Herbold and Kevin  

Shlosberg.   

Jim enjoys carving and polishing,           

collecting, fossils, minerals, geology, and 

field trips.   

Kevin volunteers at MROSD, and enjoys 

collecting, geology, minerals, and field 

trips.  
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June 2 - 4: LA HABRA, CA 
North Orange County Gem & Mineral Society 

La Habra Community Center 

101 W. La Habra Blvd. 

Fri 5 - 8; Sat & Sun 10 - 5 

Contact::Armando Perdoza 909-455-6800 

Email: forestandson@yahoo.com 

Website: www.nocgms.com 

 

June 3 - 4: ESCONDIDO, CA 
Palomar Gem & Mineral Club 

California Center for the Arts 

340 N. Escondido Blvd. 

Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4 

Contact: Dawn Vickers 

Email: dawnjvickers@gmail.com 

Website: www.palomargem.org         

 

June 3 - 4, 2017: GLENDORA, CA 
Glendora Gems 

Goddard Middle School 

859 E. Sierra Madre Avenue 

Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4 

Contact: Bonnie Bidwell, (626) 963-4638 

Email: ybidwell2@aol.com                          

Facebook Glendora Gems 

June 9  - 11, 2017                                   

CFMS-AFMS Show & Convention         
Ventura County Fairgrounds 

10 West Harbor Boulevard                            

Fri & Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4                        

Contact: Diane Cook, (805) 312-8467 

Email:  info@vgms.org                              

Website: 2017CFMS-AFMSShow.com 

 

 

 

 

 

June 17 - 18: CAMBRIA, CA 
San Luis Obispo Gem & Mineral Club 

Cambria Vets Hall, 1000 Main Street 

10 - 5 daily 

Contact: Kim Noyes, (805) 610-0603 

Email: kim@slogem.org 

Website: www.slogem.org  

 

July 8 - 9: CULVER CITY, CA 
Culver City Rock & Mineral Club 

Veterans Memorial Auditorium 

4117 Overland Blvd  

Sat 10 - 6; Sun 10 - 5 

Contact: Janice Metz, (310) 850-4398 

Email: janicemtz@yahoo.com 

Website: www.culvercityrocks.org 

 

August 4 - 6: NIPOMO, CA 
Orcutt Mineral Society 

Nipomo High School 

525 Thompson Avenue 

Fri-Sat 10-5, Sun 10-4 

Contact: Wayne Mills, (805) 481-3495  

Email: wwmills50@hotmail.com 

Website: www.omsinc.org 

 

August 19 - 20: SAN FRANCISCO, CA 
San Francisco Gem & Mineral Society 

San Francisco County Fair Building 

9th Avenue & Lincoln Way 

Sat. 10 - 6; Sun. 10 - 5 

Contact: Ellen Nott 

Email: ellen_nott@yahoo.com 

Website: www.sfgemshow.org   
 

Let’s visit a show  

CFMS Club Show Calendar 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

Breccia  

June 2017 

MAILTO:forestandson@yahoo.com
http://www.cfmsinc.org/www.nocgms.com
MAILTO:dawnjvickers@gmail.com
http://www.palomargem.org
MAILTO:ybidwell2@aol.com
MAILTO:info@vgms.org
http://www.2017CFMS-AFMSShow.com
MAILTO:kim@slogem.org
http://www.slogem.org/
mailto:janicemtz@yahoo.com
http://www.culvercityrocks.org
mailto:wwmills50@hotmail.com
http://www.omsinc.org/
mailto:ellen_nott@yahoo.com
http://www.sfgemshow.org/
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Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

Big Rock Sale 

June 3, 2017 

9am till noon 

Canceled if raining. 

2357 Loma Park Court 

We offer: 

¶  New rocks   
 

¶ Many mineral specimens; all sizes   

  

¶ Free table is loaded AND we have a lot of Clear Creek Jasper near the gate and lining 

the fence in the selling area. Size from hamburger-with-cheese to basketball size. Please 

take them all!   

¶ Big working homemade 20” saws (See picture at the bottom of the page.)     

¶ Working motors, including three motors for a sphere machine 

¶ Enameling powdered colors 

 

¶ Electroplating machines, equipment and plating solutions 

This is the easiest field trip. All but the biggest rocks are on tables. Most items are 50 cents 

per pound. Others are specially marked. 

The Donation Receiving Committee (DRC) has brought in over $33,000 to the club and 

has made a lot of people happy. 

Questions?  pat.speece@comcast.net 

 

Breccia  

June 2017 

mailto:pat.speece@comcast.net
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It is Time to Renew Your Membership 

 

Please use the form below when you pay your dues.  We hope that this form 

will help catch changes in your address, phone number, or email.   

 

Dues were due by May 31, 2017.  They are now past due.  
 

Membership Renewal Form 
 

Please provide the following information along with your dues payment.  
 

Please print clearly 

Name(s):____________________________________________________________ 
 

My address and email address is correct in the 2017 directory   ____Yes  ___No 

 

Street Address or P.O. Box #_________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip Code:_______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number(s):(_______)________________ (______)____________________ 

 

Email Address(es):_________________________________________________________ 

 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Type of membership: Choose which every membership is least expensive for 

your personal or family situation.  

____#Adult @ $20.00    ____#Junior @ $5.00 (8-17)   ____ 1 Household @ $30.00 
 

Dues Renewal Fee  __________   Total Remittance __________   

Please make checks out to SCVGMS. 

Please turn in or mail this form and your payment to:   
SCVGMS Treasurer, C/O Chuck Boblenz, 655 Santa Coleta Court. Sunnyvale, CA 94085 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

Breccia  

June 2017 
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Who:  All members and their guests 

When: Gathering at 11 am and lunch will be served at noon 

Where: The Cabana Club, 100 Belwood Gateway, Los Gatos 95032 

What: Lunch, Bingo, Raffle and Swimming if you’d like.   

Request: Help is needed for this event.  Please contact Sonia Dyer to volunteer. 
 

Please Bring Lawn Chairs & Serving Utensils for the Potluck Dish You Bring to Share 
 

To Attend the Event 

YOU MUST 

Fill out the form below and mail it by May 25, 2017 

To:  SCVGMS Founder’s Day Picnic, c/o Sonia Dyer 

1315 Mardene Ct., San Jose, 95121-2625 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
SCVGMS Founder’s Day Picnic Sign Up Form 

 

 
 

Name:   

Address:   

Number of Adults attending:   

Number of Juniors attending:   

Number of Chicken meals:   

Number of Tri-tip meals:   

Number of Hot Dogs:   

Will you be swimming?   Yes  or  No 

Dish you will bring to share?   Salad  or  Dessert (for 10-12 people) 

 

 

SCVGMS  

Founderôs 

Day  Picnic  

June 25, 2017  
 

 
 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

Breccia  

June 2017 
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General Meeting Minutes, May 23rd, 2017 
The May meeting of the Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society was called to order at 

7:50 pm by Randy Harris at the Cabana Club. Randy led the Society in the Pledge of       
Allegiance.  The program for the evening was the silent auction. 
Announcements:                                                                                                         
 Founderôs Day Picnic June 25th. Turn in forms tonight.                             
 Pick up your 2017 directory from the secretary.                                                   
 Dues are due this month.                                                                      
 Refreshments provided by Michele Smith.                                                              

 Reminder of board meeting location: Jo Borucki's home this Thursday at 7:30 

Approval of minutes: As (printed/corrected) in the Breccia. Correction, cost for Cabbers 
(Cutaways) $7.00. Approved.                                                                            
Correspondence: No one had been to the mail box, so no correspondence. Frank Mulaney 
to pick up mail before Board Meeting.                                                                                 
New members: Guests who have attended two meetings are eligible to join the club. 4 new 
members have been approved, none of which were in attendance.    

Silent Auction: 10 min. Closing of first table.     

Field Trips: Stephen May – Upcoming Filed Trips, as listed in the Breccia for June. Still no 
information on sponsor for Texas Springs. Field trip to Middletown was attended by Kyle van 
Werkum, Stephen May, Alan May. 29 attendees. Kyle brought some samples from the trip.   

Awards: Bragging Rights –  Jim Fox  -  Malachite from Africa   

Rockhound of the Month – April, Cal Hansen, May, Michele Smith; 

Earth Science Camp Scholarship: Drawing – Bob Coutes, 1st runner-up, Michelle 
Powers, 2nd runner-up Larry Moore, 3rd runner-up Jim Sugiyama. 

Member Displays: None, due to silent auction 

Study Groups:                                                                                                                 
 Cabbers - Victor Gassman's home - Second Tuesday evening and Third Saturday of 
each month. $10 shop fee, RSVP. Last meeting well attended. 

 Smithies: At Pat Speece’s Home – Schedule in the Breccia 

Silent Auction: 10 min. Close second table. Live auctions of silver/cab pendant and Ocena 
Jasper pendant. 

DRC: Pat Speece - Rock Sale on June 3 from 9 – 12 

Hospitality: Introduce Guests; __39___Members and ___4___Guests in attendance. 

Sunshine: Margo Mosher. Left over jacket, still unclaimed. 

Founderôs Day Picnic: June 25th. Reservation forms in the Breccia. Raffle and Rock Bingo 

PLAC/ALAA: Frank Mullaney, nothing new. 

Federation Report: Stephen May/Frank Mulaney - CFMS Show coming up. Stephen May 
and Frank Mulaney to attendCFMS Meeting. Over 70 competition cases to be exhibited. 

Silent Auction: 10 min. Close last table. Live auction of cutting oil. 

Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at _9_:_15_PM. 
Respectfully Submitted  -  Stephen May,  Acting Secretary 
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Board Meeting Minutes, May 25th, 2017 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:40 PM at the home of Jo Borucki. 
 
Roll Call: All board members were present except Rick Kennedy, Karen Welder,  
Dean Welder, Frank Mullaney and Michael Paone. 
Reading of the minutes from the April 27th Board Meeting: Stephen May, M/S/P to       
approve the minutes as read. (J. Fox, S. Dyer). 
New Members: Kevin Schlosberg (paid), Jim Herbold (paid), Kyle van Werkum (unpaid).      
M/S/P to approve new members, with Kyle contingent on payment at June meeting. (S. Dyer, 
J. Fox) 
Correspondence: Ad and thank you letter from CFMS for endowment in the name of  Ron 
Ericson 
Treasurerôs Report: Presented by Chuck Boblenz. Chuck presented the current financial   
report. Amended with the addition of phone bill for May of $25.14. M/S/P to pay the bills        
(J. Fox, P. Schuesler). 
Committee Reports: 
 Field Trips: Stephen reported that there are no new field trips beyond the list to be 
 published in the June Breccia. 
 Festival 2017: No new bills. Festival 2017 coverage is closed. 
 Festival 2018: No new news. 
 
Old Business:  
 Founderôs Day Picnic: Sonia Dyer to decide if table covers are needed. About 24 
 guests currently signed up.                                                                                                   
 Agate book, approximately $135-$150. No decision. 
 Programs:  Here is a list of the upcoming programs: 
  June - Chuck Boblenz: Dendritic and Plume Agate 
  July – Georg Schmerholz Jade Carving 
  August – Video on Petrified Forest, Randy Harris 
  September – Open 
  October – Open 
 Officer and Board Bars and Pins: Frank Mullaney is working on these. 
 Cutaways - Victor Gassman reported successful first meeting. 
 Access Pass for the trailers- Frank Mullaney, Cal Hansen. Trailer may need to be 
 moved to alternate location within the current site due to flood plain construction. Cal 
 Hansen to be responsible. 
 Constant Contact - Kelly Kout is learning the process, Frank Mullaney is mentoring     
 her. 
 
New Business – No new business. 
CFMS Meeting – Stephen May to attend, mileage to be reimbursed. 
 

Motion to adjourn – (S Dyer, L Schuesler) passed. 
Meeting adjourned  
Respectfully Submitted  -  Stephen May,  Acting Secretary 
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SANTA CLARA VALLEY GEM and MINERAL SOCIETY 

May Financial Report 

 
 

Beginning Balance:       $46,237.17 

 

 

Receipts: 
 Silent Auction Proceeds    418.00 

 Dues       410.00 

 Initiation        10.00 

 

 

 Sub-total      838.00 

 

 

 

 

Expenses: 
 Cabana Hall Rent     420.00 

 Name Tag Swingers     114.71 

 BRECCIA: Postage       70.00 

 BRECCIA: May Printing       43.70 

 DRC: Plastic Tarps        34.97 

 Phone Bill: May        25.14 

 

 

 Sub-total      708.52 

 

Ending Balance       $46,366.65 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Chuck Boblenz, Treasurer 
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Santa Clara Valley  

Gem and Mineral Society 

P.O. Box 54, San Jose, CA 95103-0054 

Website: www.scvgms.org 

Email: info@scvgms.org 

Phone Number (408) 265-1422 

Like us on Facebook:  

http://www.facebook.com/

santaclaravalleygemandmineralsociety 

An Invitation 

 This society is pleased to invite guests to attend general 

meetings, study groups, and field trips.  General meetings are     

normally held the fourth Tuesday of every month at 7:45 PM at   

100 Belwood Gateway (the Cabana Club), Los Gatos, CA 95032.  

Belwood Gateway is just south of Blossom Hill Road between 

Leigh Avenue and Harwood Road. 

Our next general meeting is on June 27 at the  

Belwood Cabana Clubhouse in Los Gatos at 7:45 PM.  

Our board meeting  is on June 29 and is at the home of 

Frank Mullaney with Jim Fox as host. 

  

    Our Society’s Purpose: The inculcation of a love of rocks and minerals 

by the furtherance of members' interests in the earth sciences and by 

education in all facets of related educational activities with the promo-

tion of good fellowship, proper ethics, and conduct. 

   Our Membership Requirements: Attendance at two general meetings 

within twelve months. This society is a member of the California Federa-

tion of Mineralogical Societies (CFMS) and is affiliated with the Ameri-

can Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS). Dues per year are 

$5.00 for Junior, $20.00 for an individual, and $30.00 for the household.  

   Our Newsletter, the Breccia, is published ten times annually.  The 

deadline for all articles is the Sunday after the regular meeting.   

The Breccia editor is Jo Borucki who may be contacted by email at 

joborucki@yahoo.com or by phone at (408)245-2881, and leave a  

message if no one picks up the phone.  The Breccia is proofread by 

Randy Harris and Pat Speece.     Exchange bulletins may be sent to Jo  

Borucki, 1196 Sesame Drive, Sunnyvale, CA 94087.  Permission to copy is 

freely granted to American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

(AFMS)  affiliated clubs when proper credit is given. 

Study Group Leaders 

For information on a study group,  

please call the leader listed below 
 

 

Smithies     Pat Speece (408) 266-4327 pat.speece@comcast.net 

Cabbers Victor Gassmann (408) 376-1721 

gassmannv3@gmail.com 

SCVGMS ELECTED OFFICERS 

President:  Randy Harris   (831) 438-5150 

Vice President:  Karen Welder  

                                (408) 353-2675 

Secretary: Rick Kennedy  (408) 529-9690 

Treasurer: Chuck Boblenz (408) 734-2473 

Editor: Jo Borucki               (408) 245-2881 

Federation Director: Stephen May  

                                (669) 248-3993 

Alternate Fed. Director: Frank Mullaney   

                                  (408) 691-2656   

Board Members 

 Jim Fox       (408) 356-7711 

 Sonia Dyer      (408) 629-5735 

 Louis Schuesler      (408) 353-2329 

 Pat Schuesler      (408) 353-2329 

 Cal Hansen      (408) 394-4642 

Historian: Michael Paone (408) 340-3258 

Parliamentarian:  

 Dean Welder       (408) 353-2675 

 
 

SCVGMS COMMITTEE HEADS 

Bragging Rights Chair: Alan Achor 

Donation Receiving Committee Chair: 

 Pat Speece, Missy and Jim Fox  

Festival Chairman 2018: Sonia Dyer 

Field Trip Committee Coordinator:  

 Stephen May 

Founder’s Day Picnic Chairman:  

           Sonia Dyer  

Founder’s Day Raffle: Sonia Dyer  

Founder’s Day Bingo: Stephen May  

Hospitality: Pat and Louis Schuesler 

Installation Dinner: Rick Kennedy 

Junior Chairman: OPEN 

Librarian: OPEN 

Member Displays: Rick Kennedy  

PLAC (Public Lands Advisory Committee): 

OPEN 

Program: OPEN 

Refreshments: Michele Smith  

Silent Auction: Michele Smith  

Social: Karen Welder 

Sunshine: Margo Mosher 

Trailer Custodian: OPEN 

Trophies: Frank Mullaney 

Webmaster: RK Owen 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

Breccia  

June 2017 


