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Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society
San Jose, CA

Coming Events
January 25 General Membership Meeting on
Zoom and at the Cabana Club-Topic to be Determined.
The Bragging Rights topic is something from
California. Send photos of item to Alan Achor.
Member Displays
January 27 Board Meeting on Zoom
February 22 General Membership Meeting on
Zoom and at the Cabana Club-Panel Discussion
of Tucson and Quartzite, led by Rick Kennedy

Santa’s Post Christmas Weariness Because of
COVID. May 2022 be easier for us all.
Cartoon is from the internet.
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President’s Message
I hope your holidays were filled with rocks and field trips and tools for polishing, shaping, cutting,
and enhancing the beauty of your favorite rocks. However, most of us do not have that many rocks
or the right tools, but we all have an interest in Geology.
The club does have some saws, if we could get someone interested to learn how to use them and to
keep them at their house for other people to use them with supervision.
We have a Smithy’s Workshop that Pat Speece is in charge of, used to teach members to cut, form,
and solder, metal for jewelry.
And we have members who love going hunting for rocks. You could find yourself between a rock
and a hard place (sorry for that, but it is true). Stephen May leads small and large, long and short,
cold and hot, COVID or not, field trips. If you don’t believe it, you can make an appointment to see
his back yard collection of tons of rocks. We have even joined a Co-op of Societies in California
who plan and join together for Field Trips, and Stephen is our representative in the Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society (SCVGMS). This will add field trips led by other clubs to our already
impressive list of field trips.
We have held a gem and mineral educational display as part of the Santa Clara County Fair and
look forward to doing this again when the Fairgrounds is opened again. We also have a Rock and
Mineral Festival that is held at the Santa Clara County Fairgrounds in the March-April time frame.
While it has not been held for two years and will not be held this year, it is a major fundraiser for
the club.
Dave Mosher has offered to have some sessions where he will teach us the different skills in how to
tumble stones at his house.
And we have a Donation Receiving Club (DRC) that accepts donations of rocks, gems, jewelry,
tools, equipment, etc. pertaining to Geology. We then have rock sales, sell the donations and these
funds go to the SCVGMS.
This is just a taste of what can be done with our club. If you have any ideas, let us know and you
can help teach a skill to your fellow members.
Hope you feel like adding an item or four to your 2022 Resolution List.
Respectfully,
Madam President Michele Smith

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society
San Jose, CA
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2022 Shows
January 15-16; Exeter, CA Tule Gem and Mineral Society Exeter
Memorial Building 324 N. Kaweah
Contact: Edward Bolton; 559-802-6029 Email: ebolton523@gmail.com
February 12-13: Antioch, CA Antioch Lapidary Club Jewelry, Gem & Rock Show
1201 West 10 th Street Hours: 10-5 Daily
Contact: Edy Snyder Email: edysnyder@gmail.com Website: www.antiochlapidaryclub.com
February 26-27; Vallejo, CA Vallejo Gem and Mineral Society
Solano County Fairgrounds McCormack Hall Spring Bling 2022 Daily 10-5
Contact: Debra Duhon 415-254-1506 Email: dduhonvgms@gmail.com
March 5-6; Newark, CA Gem and Mineral Society of Castro Valley
Newark Pavilion 6530 Thornton Ave Hours: Sat 10-6; Sun 10-5
Contact Email: info@mgscv.org Website: http://mgscv.org/
March 5-6; Ventura, CA Ventura Gem & Mineral Society
Ventura County Fairgrounds 10 W Harbor Rd
Contact: Richard Slyker; 805-312-8467 Email: info@vgms.org Website: www.vgms.org
March 12-13; Turlock, CA Mother Lode Mineral Society 55th Annual Rock, Mineral & Jewelry Show!
Stanislaus Fairgrounds 900 N Broadway
Contact: Bud & terry McMillin 209-484-4416 Email: terry.mcmillin@yahoo.com Website:
www.turlockgemshow.com
March 19-20; Lemoore, CA Lemoore Gem & Mineral Club
Lemoore Trinity Association Hall 470 Champion St. Hours: Sat 10-6; Sun 10-4
Contact: David Morrell 559-362-8904 Email: dmorrell321@gmail.com
Website: http://lemooregemandmineral.org
March 12-13, Arcadia CA Pasadena Lapidary Society “Inspiration Unearthed”,
62nd Annual Tournament of Gems
Arcadia Masonic Center, 50 W. Duarte Rd., Arcadia Hours: 10-5 Daily
Contact: Ellen Ferrell 1-727-512-0381 Email: ellenbf2007@aol.com Website: pasadenalapidary.org

Website Links

Your Window to the World of Important Websites
Click on the blue area of whatever site you want to visit!
Link to Our SCVGMS Website: http://www.scvgms.org/
Note: After you click on the above link, if you want to see the Breccia and other news items, scroll down
and click on “Download”, shown under the Newsletter option.
The American Federation of Mineralogical Societies: http://www.amfed.org
CFMS Bulletin: http://www.cfmsinc.org/

To access the news from the American Lands Access Association: www.amlands.org

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society
San Jose, CA
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Editor’s Message
I am pleased to introduce a new writer for the Breccia. Philip R. Kesten, Ph.D. is a professor in
the Department of Physics at Santa Clara University. He has written a very interesting article, “Coal.
Carbon, and Carats” which you will find on pages 8 through 10. He plans to write more articles, and I
am looking forward to including them in future Breccias.
We have a lot of expertise among our members, and I am hoping that some of you will share
your knowledge by also contributing articles.
I am considering some new features and will work them out in subsequent issues of the Breccia. Beginning with this issue, I plan to write about the Mohs Hardness Scale, one of the most common methods of identifying minerals. I will progress through the year from the softest to the hardest minerals.
The hardness scale is only one of several ways to identify rocks and minerals. William Borucki, with
his article in the August 2020 issue of the Breccia, “Search for the Identity of a Pale-colored Rock
from Alum Rock Park” describes his usage of many of these methods. All past issues of the Breccia
can be found on the SCVGMS website if you wish to reread this article.
I am hoping to add other features. A favorite of mine would be making jewelry, especially using
wire wrapping techniques. Perhaps others of you would enjoy describing your rock and mineral based
hobbies.
In past Breccias, I have described field trips that my husband, a friend of ours, and I have taken
through the years. What enjoyable trips have you taken that you would enjoy sharing with the rest of
us?

As we proceed through the year, 2022, where we all hope that we are free from the restrictions of
COVID, lets make it a year of adventure for all of us by sharing our rock, mineral, and fossil interests.
Jo Borucki, Breccia Editor

Some Fun from the Internet
Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society
San Jose, CA
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Installation Dinner
Traditionally, the December General Meeting, held on the fourth Tuesday of the month is replaced by the Installation Dinner held on the first Tuesday of the month. All those in attendance bring toys that are then donated to the Toys for Tots program. It begins with a delicious dinner from the Willow Street Café in Los Gatos.
After the feast, award pins and swingers are presented to the current year’s board member, and then the new
year’s board members are sworn into office. Our president, Michele Smith received a special plaque for all the
responsibility that she so generously assumed and carried out so beautifully. It is indeed a highlight of the year.
The group was smaller than normal because COVID, but all who attended enjoyed the evening.

A table held many toys
for the Toys for Tots
Program.

A Gem and Mineral Display is enjoyed by those
in attendance.
Michele Smith displays the award that she
received for all her service as president.

Margo and David Mosher enjoy
the evening.
All 2021 board members with the
exception of Cal Hansen, second
from the right, will continue as
board members for 2022. Cal has
served for many years and is taking a well deserved break.
Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society
San Jose, CA
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2022 Board Members

Michele Smith

Frank Mullaney

Rick Kennedy

Jo Borucki

Dean Welder
President: Michele Smith
Vice President: Frank Mullaney
Secretary: Rick Kennedy
Treasurer: Ana Papadopoulos
Editor: Jo Borucki
Federation Director: Karen Welder
Alternate Federation Director: Paul Kidman
Parliamentarian: Dean Welder

Stephen May

Board:
Jim Fox
Missy Fox
Alan Achor
Stephen May
Michelle Powers

Paul Kidman

Jim Fox

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society
San Jose, CA

Michelle Powers

Missy Fox

Alan Achor
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Bragging Rights
There were no Bragging Rights contests in November or December. The January theme is a mineral or
fossil from California.
Please email a photo of your entry to Alan Achor at kayakbb7@gmail.com
Alan Achor-Bragging Rights Chairman

Member Displays
There were no member displays in December because the meeting was the Installation Dinner on December
7 instead of the usual fourth Tuesday of the month general meeting. Please email a photo of the items that
you wish to display to Michele Smith by the Sunday before the general meeting, so that the people who
attend the meeting on Zoom rather than in person can view your items. Please bring your items with you to
the Cabana Club, if you attending the meeting in person.
Don’t know what to display? Any type of rock, mineral, or fossil (identified or not), your latest project,
information on a field trip, ideas for a display case, or anything to do with rocks is appreciated. Sharing
items helps to educate all who are attending. Show off what you love, so that we can enjoy it with you.
Rick Kennedy– Chairperson

Sunshine
There are no people currently needing sunshine, but if you know of anyone who does, please
email Margo Mosher at
margomosher@yahoo.com

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society
San Jose, CA
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COAL, CARBON, AND CARATS
You can’t make a diamond by squeezing coal.
Yes, you might remember the iconic scene in the movie Superman: III, in which Superman uses his
super strength to create a diamond by squeezing a lump of coal. (A cut diamond, no less!) And,
yes, coal contains plenty of carbon atoms, which are the atomic constituents of diamonds. No matter how hard you squeeze a lump of coal, however, you will not end up with a diamond. Sorry,
Lois Lane, not even if you are Superman.
A diamond is a crystal comprised entirely, or nearly entirely, of carbon atoms. Colorless diamonds,
sometimes called “white” diamonds, are essentially pure carbon. Mixing in a few nitrogen atoms
per million carbon atoms and a diamond takes on a yellow hue. A diamond with just a single boron
atom per one million carbon atoms is a prized blue diamond. But all diamonds are, for the most
part, crystals of relatively pure carbon.
Lumps of coal, on the other hand, are only mostly carbon.
Yes, a lot of the atoms – over half – in a lump of coal are carbon atoms. But coal also includes all
sorts of other substances, all sorts of atoms of different elements. The presence of all those other
atoms is one of the two primary reasons that squeezing a lump of coal will not produce a diamond.
But to be clear, even if a lump of coal were nearly pure carbon, squeezing alone wouldn’t turn it
into a diamond. An enormous pressure – of around 1000 tons per square inch on the surface of a
chunk of carbon – is certainly required. But carbon also needs to be heated to a few thousand degrees Fahrenheit for the transformation to occur. So even if Superman started with a chunk of pure
carbon, his enormous strength alone would not be enough to turn it into a diamond.
Okay, but wait: diamonds are composed of carbon? Isn’t carbon black – dark, dark black – and
opaque while diamonds are not black, and are often transparent? How can diamonds be made of
carbon?
To see why, we need to consider how atoms in a material, like a crystal, connect to each other.
All atoms have a nucleus, a dense core of relatively massive protons and neutrons surrounded by a
cloud of electrons. (Full disclosure: an atom of hydrogen, the smallest element, has only a single
proton and no neutrons as its nucleus.) Opposite charges exert powerful attractive forces on one
another - the force between the negatively charged electrons and positively charged nucleus hold
atoms together.
In general, the positive charge of an atom’s nucleus is exactly balanced by the negative charge of
the electrons. For the most part, then, atoms have neither an overall positive nor an overall negative
charge. It might seem, then, that there should be no forces that would attract one atom to another.
Not so.
Electrons in atoms behave as if they are arranged in layers of increasing size and number. The innermost layer of all atoms can hold at most two electrons, the next can hold eight, and the next
eighteen. When the outermost layer of an atom is completely full, the electrons are bound tightly to
the nucleus. Such a stable atom is not likely to exert a force on or experience a force due to another
atom.
Continued on Page 9

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society
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When the outermost layer of an atom contains only one or a few electrons, however, those electrons are held only weakly to the nucleus. Weakly bound electrons are easily pulled away by another, nearby, atom, or perhaps shared with another atom. In both of those cases, the two atoms
will have a slight imbalance in charges, and so will be attracted to each other. The two atoms stick
together.
Consider carbon. A carbon atom has six electrons – two fill the innermost layer, leaving four to
partially fill the next one. Four electrons that can be shared with neighboring atoms. A carbon atom
bonds to other carbon atoms by sharing those four electrons, one each with four other atoms.
How are the carbon atoms arranged when they are bonded together? One way is shown in Figure 1.
One carbon atom, drawn in a dark color, is shown bonded to four other carbon atoms, also dark.
Three of those four other carbon atoms lie in one plane of atoms and the fourth lies in a different
plane. This pattern of five carbon atoms bonded together is repeated over and over; when connected in this way, the carbon atoms form layers.

Sketch by prk

Figure 1. Carbon atoms bonded together to form layers
Five carbon atoms bonded together can form another repeating pattern. As shown in Figure 2, one
of the atoms sits at the center of a tetrahedron formed by the other four. A tetrahedron is a pyramid
formed by four triangular sides. Because none of the atoms lie in distinct planes, when many of
these units bond together, the overall crystal structure does not result in layers.

Sketch by prk

Figure 2. Carbon Atoms bonded together to form tetrahedron units

Continued on Page 10
Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society
San Jose, CA
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How much of a difference does the different arrangements of carbon atoms make?
When the crystal structure is formed by carbon atoms connected in layers, the bonds between the
atoms and between the layers are relatively weak. Layers can be peeled off easily, so the material is
soft and easy to scratch. Layers can also slide one against the other, making this substance an excellent lubricant. Carbon atoms bonded together in this layered way form graphite.
The bonds formed in a tetrahedral arrangement of carbon atoms are strong. It makes the resulting
atomic structure hard to scratch and hard to break apart. Carbon atoms bonded together in this way
form diamond. Diamond is one of the hardest substances known.
But why is graphite black and opaque while diamond is transparent? Light is essentially little packets of energy. There is not much energy in any one packet – it takes about ten million, trillion light
packets per second to carry the light energy of a small, 5-W flashlight. But if those small bundles
of energy carry just the right amount of energy, they can set the atoms or molecules in a material
wiggling and jiggling… and in this way, the light energy is be absorbed.
When light entering a material is absorbed – not transmitted – that material is opaque. If the material is not able to absorb the energy light that strikes a material can be transmitted through it. Such
a material is transparent.
As it happens, the bonds between the carbon atoms in graphite easily absorb the energy carried by
visible light. Shine light on graphite and the light energy gets soaked up by the carbon atoms in it.
Graphite is opaque because visible light that strikes it is absorbed.
In addition, graphite is black because it absorbs nearly all the light that strikes it. Visible, white
light is a mixture of every color in the rainbow. When white light strikes the surface of most objects, some of the colors get absorbed, some get reflected, and some might pass through. An object
that reflects blue light, for example, looks blue to us. But because graphite can absorb the energies
of the entire spectrum of colors of visible light, very little light that strikes it is reflected. Graphite
looks black.
The energies associated with the bonds between carbon atoms in a diamond are much higher than
the energy carried by visible light. These bonds cannot, therefore, absorb visible light. So very little of the light striking a diamond is absorbed. Most light passes through - a diamond is transparent. Some of the light is reflected from the surface – diamonds are shiny, too.
Diamonds are valued not only because they are transparent, and not only because their surfaces are
shiny. Over course centuries, humans have also prized diamonds because they know another
“trick.” Light that enters a diamond tends to bounce around inside the diamond before it comes
back out, and the nature of that bouncing results in a lot of the light coming back out through the
same surface that it entered. Shine bright light down at a diamond and a lot of that light will come
back out toward you. A well-cut diamond has a brilliance, almost as if light is coming from inside
of it. Diamonds are sparkly.
Carbon as graphite is a most handy substance, and carbon as diamond is a pretty and valuable
gem. The difference is in the way the atoms bond together.
Prof. Philip R. Kesten, Ph.D., Department of Physics, Santa Clara University

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society
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Awakening My Inner Rockhound
While our friend Gene Westerberg and my husband Bill had been to the Benitoite Mine and to Virgin
Valley in the early years of Bill’s and my marriage, I had not gone with them because Bill and I had
small children, and I stayed home with them. Therefore, with our daughters now in their teens, my first
rockhound trip was in 1982, and it was then that I fell in love with looking for minerals. Our oldest
daughter, Joy, at age 18, didn’t want to go along, but Monica and Stella, ages 17 and 14 did. And so, the
five of us packed the trusty VW bus, and we were on our way. We had two main destinations in mind;
Topaz Mountain in the Thomas Range of Utah and Gem Mountain Sapphire Mine near Philipsburg in
Montana.
As a little girl, I sometimes dreamed of walking along and simply picking up the beautiful gemstones
that were strewed along my pathway. Topaz Mountain fulfilled that dream for me. We parked our bus
near the wash area at the foot of a cliff, and to my delight, topaz crystals lay all around me in the nearby
wash area, and all I had to do was gather them up. The topaz, once exposed to the sun, rapidly loses its
amber color, and so, all the crystals were clear, and in my eyes, like finding diamonds everywhere.
When the topaz has not been exposed to the sunlight, the crystals are champagne colored, but to find
them, we needed to explore the cliff face and look for vughs. Vughs are cracks or fissures in the rock,
in this case, the rock is rhyolite. As the extremely hot August sun beat down on us, we searched diligently for vughs, and in them, we found many amber colored crystals. I still have the crystals, and because I keep them away from the sunlight, they have retained their amber color. Rhyolite sand imbeds
itself in most of the crystals, but some are quite clear of the sand.
The Topaz Mountain area had other offerings other than the topaz, and these included red beryl, amethyst, garnet, bixbyite, opal, pseudobrookite, and hematite. Bill found a red beryl crystal, and it is
proudly displayed in our mineral display cabinet.
Satisfied with our success, we drove to Montana and our next destination which was the sapphire mine
near Philipsburg. Rather than purchase buckets of gravel to sort for sapphire, we paid an admission fee
and searched the grounds for sapphires. We dug and scraped, determined to find treasures.
Gene calls me old hawk eye because I am good at finding whatever it is that I am looking for, but he is
super hawk eye, thanks to his years as a dedicated rockhound, he was finding the most sapphires. I noticed that Gene quietly nudged the nicest sapphires so that they lay near Stella and Monica. He also
showed them a technique that I still use today. He scooped some promising gravel into a clear dish and
then while tented under a big towel to screen out the sun, he shined his flashlight through the bottom of
the dish, and the clear sapphires could be picked out of the surrounding opaque dirt and gravel.
I have another vivid memory of that trip. During this trip, Bill, the girls, and I slept in the VW van
while Gene slept in a small tent outside. We were on our way home, driving through Idaho, but ready
to camp for the night and get some sleep. We camped somewhere in the Sawtooth Range of the Rocky
Mountains in central Idaho. I don’t remember exactly where we camped, but the sky was crystal clear,
and any heat that the VW had soon radiated away, and so we shivered the night away, awakening to a
cold but crystal clear, exquisitely beautiful morning, had our breakfast and were on our way back to
California.
It was a memorable trip for me and all those days searching for minerals awoke my inner rockhounding
tendencies. Rockhounding is still my idea of a perfect vacation.
By Jo Borucki-August 7, 2021

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society
San Jose, CA
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Talc Word Search
Talc is the standard on a Mohs Hardness Scale for the softest of all minerals It is rated as a one
which means that it is a mineral that is so soft that it can be scratched with your finger nail. There
are many more factoids about talc. Go to “Talc Factoids” on the next page (page 13) to read them
and to see all the words that you can find in the word search puzzle below. The
words are in bold print.

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society
San Jose, CA
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Talc Factoids
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Talc is a one on the Mohs hardness scale and is the softest of all the minerals. It is so soft that it
can be scratched with your finger nail.
Soapstone is a metamorphic rock composed mostly of talc. Talc deposits are usually found in
metamorphic rock.
Talc is a phyllosilicate that cleaves into thin sheets.
Talc is used as a lubricant in high temperature manufacturing’
Talc is a hydrous magnesium silicate mineral.
Minnesotaite is a form of talc where iron is substituted for the magnesium.
Talc is a translucent mineral with a pearly luster.
Talc is used to a deceasing degree in oil based paint and ceramics and to an increasing degree
in plastics. It is also used in the production of rubber.
California is one of several states with talc deposits.
Heat and chemically active fluids alter rocks such a dunite and serpentine to form talc.
Talc deposits are usually found in metamorphic rock.
Because of health concerns, talc is no longer used in baby powder and cosmetics.
Talc crystals have a perfect cleavage.
The specific gravity of talc is 2.7 to 2.8.
The colors for talc include green, white, gray, brown, and colorless.
The chemical classificate of talc is silicate.

Go to https://geology.com/minerals/talc to find out more about talc. Wikipedia also has excellent
information.

Talc colors include the green
and white samples. Other colors, not shown are gray,
brown, and colorless.

The structure of talc is shown at the right as
Magnesium, Oxygen, Silicon, and Hydrogen.
Mg3Si4O10(OOH)2

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society
San Jose, CA
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General Meeting Minutes
November 23rd, 2021
The November meeting of the Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society was called to order at
7:30 pm at the Cabana Club and on Zoom, so that our members could enjoy the meeting in the
way they felt the most safe and comfortable.
Announcements: The SCVGMS Board meeting will be held directly after the general meeting.
Please sign up for the Installation Dinner which will be December 7th.
New Members: No new members. If you want to join the club, one must attend at least two
club meetings and have two sponsors from the club; it is easy to do!!
Board Meeting: Will be right after the general meeting in person and at on Zoom.
Installation Dinner: Will be at the Cabana Club on December 7th at 7:00. Please bring at least
one unwrapped toy for the Toys for Tots program.
Member Displays: By Rick Kennedy. No report due to the silent auction.
Bragging Rights: There was no Bragging Rights this month since we have the auction.
Rockhound of the Month: Not awarded this month.
Field Trips: Stephen May announced that the digging season is basically over for the winter.
Election: Here are the new Board Members:
President: Michele Smith
Vice President: Frank Mullaney
Secretary: Rick Kennedy
Treasurer: Ana Papadopoulos
Editor: Jo Borucki
Federation Director: Karen Welder
Alternate Federation Director: Paul Kidman
Parliamentarian: Dean Welder
At-large Board Members: Jim Fox, Missy Fox, Alan Achor, Michelle Powers and Stephen
May.
Study Groups:
Cabbers: In search of a new leader.
Smithies: The Smithies are not meeting right now in accordance with the stay-at-home order.
Hospitality: 27 members and 3 guests were in attendance.
ALAA: Nothing new.
DRC: Michele Smith will be hosting the DRC rocks.
Federation Report: No report.
Correspondence: Jim Sugiyama reported that the club received the Chase Statement, An IRS
penalty for late filing, an email from our CPA about said penalty and a bill from McDaniel’s Insurance.
Sunshine No Report.
Program: Silent Auction. Many fun things were donated and auctioned off!
December Meeting: Installation Dinner, December 7th at 7:00 PM.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM
Respectfully submitted, Rick Kennedy SCVGMS Secretary

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society
San Jose, CA
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Board Meeting Minutes
November 23rd, 2021
The meeting was called to order at 9:12PM after the general meeting. The meeting was both in
person and with some attending via the Zoom application.
Roll Call: All board members were present with the exception of Sonia Dyer and Alan Achor.
Ana Papadopoulos attended as a guest.
Reading of the minutes from the August 26thth Board Meeting: M/S/P to have the minutes
read at the December Board Meeting (R. Kennedy, F. Mullaney).
New Members: No new members.
Correspondence: Jim Sugiyama reported that the club received the Chase Statement, An IRS
penalty for late filing, an email from our CPA about said penalty and a bill from McDaniel’s Insurance.
Treasurer’s Report: Jim Sugiyama presented the club with a treasurer’s report.
Committee Reports:
Federation: Karen Welder reported that the 2022 Federation Show will be May 6-8 in Lancaster.
Field Trips: No report
Old Business:
Discussion of DRC Future: Michele Smith has volunteered to house the rocks and hold the
sales at her home. The material will be moved there in mid January.
New Business:
Valley Medical: Michele Smith proposed that we provide food for the staff at Valley Medical
Center like we did last year. The Board authorized Michele to proceed, and it will be voted on
once we have all of the details.
December Board Meeting: Will be a combined meeting of the new and old Board members on
December 9th.
Program Schedule:
December: The installation dinner will be held on December 7th.
Meeting adjourned at 9:29 PM
Respectfully submitted, Rick Kennedy, SCVGMS Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes
December 9th, 2021
The meeting was called to order at 7:40 PM via the Zoom application.
Roll Call: All board members were present except Sonia Dyer. Ana Papadopoulos and Michelle
Powers attended as guests.
Reading of the minutes from the September 30th Board Meeting: M/S/P to approve the
minutes as read (F. Mullaney, J. Borucki).
Reading of the minutes from the October 28th Board Meeting: M/S/P to approve the minutes
as read (F. Mullaney, D. Welder).

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society
San Jose, CA
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Reading of the minutes from the November 25th Board Meeting: M/S/P to approve the
minutes as read (S. May, F. Mullaney,).
New Members: No new members.
Correspondence: Jim Sugiyama reported that he received the Chase statement and a letter from
our CPA addressing the IRS penalty.
Treasurer’s Report: M/S/P to reimburse Rick Kennedy $605.20 for the Installation Dinner bill
that he paid to Willow Street (F. Mullaney, D. Welder
M/S/P to refund four dealers for the canceled 2022 Festival: Casa de Lumbre $370.00, Enlightened Stone $280.00, Naturals from the Earth $350.00, and Earth’s Treasures $365.00 (F. Mullaney, D. Welder)
Committee Reports:
Federation: Karen Welder reported that the 2022 Zzyzx has been canceled. Camp Paradise is
still scheduled, but could be canceled as well, due to Covid.
Field Trips: Stephen May reported that the club will host a field trip to the Clear Creek Management Area the weekend of April 30th.
Festival 2022: Has been canceled, all efforts will now be put into our regularly scheduled Festival in March, 2023.
Old Business:
Installation Dinner: Rick Kennedy reported that the dinner was enjoyed by all who attended.
Valley Medical Center: Michele has made contact and will have a proposal for the new board.
Meeting Adjourned at 8:17 PM
The meeting reconvened with the new Board at 8:17 PM
Roll Call: All board members were present.
New Business:
Approval of meeting dates and reservations for the Cabana Club: M/S/P to reserve the Cabana club for the fourth Tuesday of every month except December for general meetings and for
December 6th for the Installation Dinner (R. Kennedy, F. Mullaney).
Setting the Calendar for Social Events: M/S/P to have ice cream socials at the April and October meetings (R. Kennedy, A. Papadopoulos).
Board Meetings: Board Meetings will continue to be on Zoom for the near future. As we have
found this a convenient way to run meetings, there is likely to be a discussion about continuing
board meetings on Zoom in the future. Board meetings will continue to be the Thursday night at
7:30PM. M/S/P to continue Board meetings on Zoom until further notice (J. Borucki, A. Papadopoulos)
Swingers and bars and triangles for Board, Committees, Rockhound of the Month, etc.
M/S/P to order any of the above as needed. (R. Kennedy, J. Borucki).
Directory Printing: M/S/P to order 100 directories (R. Kennedy, S. May).
Program Schedule:
January: To be announced. Michele is searching for appropriate content.
February: Panel discussion of Tucson and Quartzite, led by Rick Kennedy
March: To be announced.
April: Jackson’s Crossroads Amethyst Mine – Presented by Rick Kennedy
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ALAA: M/S/P to authorize the treasurer to pay the 2022 ALAA dues in December 2021 (F.
Mullaney, R. Kennedy).
Committee Chairs: Michele Smith will be filling open positions.
Santa Clara County Fair Interactive Display: There was discussion about what our involvement might be in the County Fair, the club is committed to participating.
Audit Committee: Michele Smith will solicit volunteers to be on the Audit Committee at the
January General Meeting
Founder’s Day Picnic: Stephen May will chair, M/S/P to hold the picnic on September 18th (S.
May, R. Kennedy)
Silent Auctions: M/S/P to hold silent auctions for our meetings in June and November (F. Mullaney, R. Kennedy).
CFMS Dues and Insurance: M/S/P to pay CFMS dues and insurance once the Directory has
been printed (R. Kennedy, A. Papadopoulos).
CFMS Newsletters: Michele Smith and Stephen May will receive the monthly newsletters.
Reading of the minutes from the November 46th Board Meeting: M/S/P to approve the
minutes as read (F. Mullaney, J. Borucki).
Trailer Storage: M/S/P to pay the trailer storage fee when it comes due in January or February
(D. Welder, R. Kennedy).
PO Box Rental: Rick Kennedy has been authorized to pay the PO Box rental when it comes due
in July and will be reimbursed by the club..
Chase Bank Signatures: The first week of January, Michele Smith will call Chase and make the
necessary arrangements to have Ana Papadopoulos added to the signature sheet and have Jim
Sugiyama removed.
Phone bill: $26.00 per month phone bill has been pre authorized.
Club Phone: M/S/P to authorize Frank Mullaney to pay up to $200.00 for a new club phone (R.
Kennedy, J. Borucki).
Char Shote Trophy: M/S/P to authorize Frank Mullaney to make the Char Shote Trophy, that is
given out at the Federation Show for the best single piece of jewelry displayed (R. Kennedy, F.
Mullaney).
Ruth Bailey Award: M/S/P to authorize Frank Mullaney to make the Ruth Bailey Trophy, that
is given out at the Federation Show for the best case in the show. (D. Welder, A. Papadopoulos).
Valley Medical: M/S/P to authorize a payment up to $1000.00 to feed the staff at Valley Medical for one meal as thanks for all of their efforts and hard work during the pandemic (S. May, M.
Fox).
Next Board Meeting: January 27th, at 7:30PM on Zoom.
Meeting adjourned at 9:07pm
Respectfully submitted, Rick Kennedy, SCVGMS Secretary
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Santa Clara Valley
Gem and Mineral Society

SCVGMS ELECTED OFFICERS
President: Michele Smith
(408)374-1897
Vice President: Frank Mullaney (408)691-2656
Secretary: Rick Kennedy
(408)529-9690
Treasurer: Ana Papadopoulos
(408)203-3274
Editor: Jo Borucki
(408)245-2881
Federation Director: Karen Welder (408)353-2675
Alternate Fed. Director:
Paul Kidman
(408)356-4995
Board Members at Large
Jim Fox
Missy Fox
Michelle Powers
Alan Achor
Stephen May

(408)356-7711
(408)356-7711
(408)694-8686
(408)749-0771
(408)306-6782

Parliamentarian: Dean Welder

(408)353-2675

P.O. Box 54, San Jose, CA 95103-0054
Website: www.scvgms.org
Email: info@scvgms.org
Phone Number (408) 265-1422
Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/santaclaravalleygemandmineralsociety

An Invitation
This society is pleased to invite guests to attend general meetings, study groups,
and field trips. General meetings are normally held the fourth Tuesday of every
month with meet and greet time beginning at 7:15 followed by the meeting at
7:45 PM at 100 Belwood Gateway (the Cabana Club), Los Gatos, CA 95032.
Belwood Gateway is just south of Blossom Hill Road between Leigh Avenue and
Harwood Road.
The next General Meeting is scheduled for January 25 at 7:00 at the Cabana
Club, and the Board Meeting is scheduled for January 27. Both will also be
available using Zoom.

SCVGMS COMMITTEE HEADS

Bragging Rights Chair: Alan Achor
Donation Receiving Committee Chairs:
Michele Smith
Festival Chairpersons 2021: Jim and Missy Fox
Field Trip Coordinator: Stephen May
Founder’s Day Picnic Chairman: Stephen May
Founder’s Day Raffle: TBD
Founder’s Day Bingo: TBD
Hospitality: Pat and Louis Schuesler
Installation Dinner: Rick Kennedy, Jim and Missy
Fox
Member Displays: Rick Kennedy
Refreshments: TBD
Silent Auction: TBD
Sunshine: Margo Mosher
Trophies: Frank Mullaney
Librarian: Deb Runyan
Webmaster: TBD

Note: Some of these committee heads may
change. Michele Smith and Stephen May are
working to fill all positions.

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society
San Jose, CA

Our Society’s Purpose: The inculcation of a love of rocks and minerals by the
furtherance of members' interests in the earth sciences and by education in all
facets of related educational activities with the promotion of good fellowship,
proper ethics, and conduct.
Our Membership Requirements: Attendance at two general meetings within
twelve months. This society is a member of the California Federation of
Mineralogical Societies (CFMS) and is affiliated with the American Federation of
Mineralogical Societies (AFMS). Our Newsletter, the Breccia, is published ten
times annually. The deadline for all articles is the Sunday after the general
meeting. The Breccia editor is Jo Borucki who may be contacted by email at
joborucki@yahoo.com or by phone at (408)245-2881. The Breccia is proofread
by Pat Speece. Exchange bulletins may be sent to Jo Borucki, 1196 Sesame
Drive, Sunnyvale, CA 94087. Permission to copy is freely granted to American
Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) affiliated clubs when proper credit
is given.

Study Group Leaders
For information, please contact the leader listed below.

Smithies: Pat Speece 408- 266-4327 pat.speece@comcast.net
Cabbers: We need a leader. Can it be you?
Rock Tumbling Study Group: David Mosher
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