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General Information   

Breccia  

July 2021 

Coming Events 

July 27-7:30 Our General Meeting is a our first    

in-person meeting and it is a Silent Auction at the 

Cabana Club.  See page 4 for details. 

July 29-7:30 Board Meeting on Zoom. 

August 24-Kyle Van Woerkom will give a presen-

tation about his visit to the Rice Museum of Rocks 

and Minerals in Hillsboro, Oregon. 

August 28-Rock Sale 9:00 AM to 12:00 

Noon in Pat Speece’s backyard 
September 25-Picnic  Save the date.  More details 

will be available in the August Breccia. 

September 28-Panel discussion about the Labor 

Day club field trip. 

 

There will be no Bragging Rights or Member     

Displays for our July meeting because of the silent 

auction. 
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President’s Message  

We are changing again, back to a new normal. Restaurants are opening their doors for seating indoors. 

Some people are uncomfortable with that and continue to eat at the outdoor seating or take their food home. 

Some of our favorite businesses have closed, but new businesses have opened. Some store fronts are empty 

and I hope they will come back or something good will take their place. 

Children went back to their classrooms, either half time or full time, in the last two months before the end 

of the school year. I live near an elementary school, so I had frantic parents parking in the court, cramming 

in where cars should not park. Many businesses are doing some sort of work so many hours at home and so 

many hours in their building. Children are in summer camp again, usually in smaller groups. We are having 

small parties with our friends and we can hug! AND we had our first in over a year rock sale on June 26th, 

Saturday, and had a large crowd attending, many wearing masks. 

I know my neighbors better. Staying at home last year and getting stir crazy had us out in the street talking 

at a distance and enjoying getting to know each other. 

For the Santa Clara Gem and Mineral Society (SCVGMS), we were cautious to have meetings in person 

until next month. Your SCVGMS Board explored it carefully each month and determined each month that 

we weren’t ready. There is a caution about a flare-up of COVID, or a new strain of the disease. Many of 

our members are older and some have health issues, so we have been waiting a little longer to meet in per-

son. When we decided in April to tentatively schedule our first meeting for September, we thought that 

would be a safe month. Then as the county started to relax their restrictions, we changed our minds and de-

cided that July was the month we would hold the first in-person meeting and that it would be outside. So 

we will have an open air meeting at our usual place, the Cabana Club in Los Gatos. The address is 100 Bel-

wood Gateway, Los Gatos, CA 95032 

Our first meeting in over a year will not have a presentation, or Bragging Rights. We will conduct our busi-

ness with a Silent Auction. We will have at least three tables set up, with the kinds of things rock hounds 

love; rocks, minerals, gems, cabochons, tools, books, cookies, jewelry, etc. if you have not gathered things 

to donate to the sale, start gathering now. As the meeting goes through the business, we break for people to 

rummage through the tables and jot down their bids. Then we close a table and continue the meeting. Bids 

on the closed table can be paid for at that time. Payment is in cash or check. No credit cards please. 

It will be nice to see you all, 

Madame President, Michele Smith 

Sunshine 

We received no reports of anyone needing sunshine, but if you know someone who does,  

Please email Margo Mosher at margomosher@yahoo.com 

Breccia  

July 2021 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 
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CFMS  2020 Awards 

Jo Borucki won second place in the state of   

California for her work as editor of the large   

publication, “Breccia”. 

Michele Smith won first place in the state of      

California in the poetry category with her poem, 

“Geographed” . 

AFMS  2020 Awards 

Michele Smith won seventh place, nationally, in 

the poetry category with her poem, Geographed”. 

Jo Borucki won a commendation, nationally, for 

her work as editor of the large publication, 

“Breccia”. 

Congratulations SCVGMS! 

Breccia  

July 2021 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 
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Silent Auction 

July 27, 2018 

We are having our first in-person meeting since the pandemic began, and it is a silent auction.  It will be 

held outside at the Cabana Club.  See the map below if you are not sure where the Cabana Club is or how 

to get there.  In addition to everything rock and mineral such as gems, minerals, books, and examples of 

our members’ skills, we welcome other items.  For example we have auctioned off homemade candies, 

homemade cookies, plants, pottery, tools, and thingamajigs.  

Bring your items, find an empty spot on a table, fill out the sheet/s that will be with your items, and get 

ready to have fun by checking out the things that others have brought and writing down your bids for items 

that you are interested in.   

There will be three bidding time periods. You can bid during each bidding time period.  Your club presi-

dent will announce each break for time to bid on the items. The president will announce when the bidding 

time period is closed. Bidders cannot even start to write their name! 

At the end of each time period, one of the three tables will be closed, signifying that the last name on any 

bid sheet wins the item. 

Example: The table with yellow cat sign is closed. This is the signal that you can go see if you won any-

thing on that table. If so, pick it up and take it to the bankers in the back by the kitchen. Pay for your items, 

and you get your winnings. 

Remember that your items are a donation to the club and that all money collected goes to help the club. 

We thank you in advance!  Payment:  Cash or personal check. All proceeds go to the club treasury. 
 

 Suggestions: 
Come early to add your item to the fun, and to see what other people have brought that you might like. 

Bring a tote bag for your goodies. 

Bring cash or check.   

Map of the Area near the  Ca-

bana Club at 100 Belwood 

Gateway in Los Gatos. 

Breccia  

July 2021 
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SCVGMS Field Trip 
Labor day weekend. 

 

 
Hampton Butte, Green Petrified wood, Agate, Jasper (red and  
Hampton Butte, Green Petrified Wood, Jasper, and Agate 
Glass Butte, Obsidian, black, red fire, flame, mahogany, midnight lace, sheens including gold, silver, 
and rainbow. 
Rainbow Ridge Opal Mine,  Fee dig, $700.00 Load (2 adults, minor children free), or $100.00 tailings 
(Children 10-15, ½ price) Camping at Virgin Valley camp ground, (10 minutes away), or (Lake View 
Or., 2 hours away).  Rainbow Ridge is sold out for scoops on this weekend.  We have reserved 2 
scoops.  Each scoop allows 2 adults.  Additional adults can take part in the scoop for an additional 
$100.00 each.   We will evenly split the cost of scoops for each participant. 
 
Virgin Valley Campground has hook-ups, water, bathroom, and shower, but it is likely to be full on 
Sunday night, as it is first come, first serve, but we may be able to use some sites at the Bonanza Opal 
Mine, Mill Site, which is about a ¼ mile from Virgin Valley Campground.  I will inquire.  If there is no 
room at either place on Sunday night, you may need to sleep in your truck/Camper/SUV/Sedan, but 
there will be room on  Monday and Tuesday.   

 
All three locations are accessible with a common sedan.  No 4-wheel drive needed, no high clearance 
needed. 
 
Field Trip Chairman and Leader-Stephen May Email: Stephenmay0990@gmail.com 

Friday, Sept. 3 Saturday, Sept. 4 Sunday, Sept. 5 Monday, Sept. 6 Tuesday, Sept. 7 

Driving Hampton Butte, 
Green Pet Wood, Jasper, 

Agate 

Glass Butte, 
Obsidian, black, red fire, 
flame, mahogany, Sheen 

Rainbow Ridge, 
Virgin Valley Opal, 

Drive Home 

Drive Home 

Drive to 

Bend$$$/Burns$$ 

Stay 

Bend$$$/Burns$$ 

Drive Virgin Valley 
Campground 

 Free use 

Virgin Valley 
Campground or 

Drive 

Drive 

Other Field Trips 
 

June 15 to September 15, 2021  - Davis Creek and Lassen Creek – You will need an obsidian permit.  
First come first serve, 25 Daily permits, 1/family, From Modoc Forest Headquarters (225 W. 8th St.) in 
Alturas, CA Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Collection season will be between June 15 to September 15.  
The area is closed until June 15 because of Modoc County Tier 3 Covid-19 restrictions.  It is scheduled 
to open on June 15. 
 
August 28 and October 30, 2021 - DRC Rock and Mineral Sales - Please note the DRC has 2 tables 
full of Obsidian for easy and         effortless pickings. 
 
ALA/CFMS Hauser Geode Beds near Blythe, California is accessed via Wiley Wells Road and is still 
open, but potentially impacted by Crimson Solar Project, 350 MW, 2,000 acres.  Contact BLM stating 
your desire for continued Rock Hounding access. 
 
Chairman-Stephen May Email: Stephenmay0990@gmail.com 

Breccia  

July 2021 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 
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Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

DRC Leader Needed 
 
DRC needs a new leader, and a new home for the rocks and the sales.  I am retiring.  I’ll be happy 
to help as needed. 
 
All rocks, lapidary equipment plus tables, bins, buckets, wagon, and crates will go with the job.  The 
DRC has had 18 helpers to pick up the donations, sort, and price.  Many donations have been delivered 
here. Our work days have been fun and social.  It’s been a good group and a joy to work with.  All this 
needs a place to call home.  As leader, you confer with the home owner as to dates to pick up, sort and 
price, and a sale date.  I’d be happy to discuss how I’ve done it.  I have been leader and DRC sales 
home because I didn’t know any better, and it seemed easier.  The job could be split with one person 
furnishing the space for the material and a different person furnishing the leadership. 
 
Consider what will happen if nobody steps up to this job. 
 
I’d be happy to meet with anyone interested in either/both jobs. 
Please call 408-266-4327 (home phone), 408-332-6665 (cell), or email pat.speece@comcast.net. 
 
Hope to see you at our last two sales here, and at future sales elsewhere.  I’m looking forward to it! 
Thanks for all your help and support. 
Pat 

DRC News 
 
We just finished our first rock and mineral sales since the pandemic has eased.  We made $2860.00!  
Wow!!  Several machines were sold along with lots of rocks, slabs, and minerals.  All but about four 
bins of free material on the driveway went. 
 
Many people thanked us and we received many expressions of gratitude for all the work that it took to 
put on the sale.  We heard lots of positive comments, and no negative comments. 
 
Our next sale is August 28.  I greatly appreciate those who were able to help put on this sale.  You 
made it happen. 
 
Sincerely, 
Pat 

Membership Dues Are Due 

SCVGMS membership dues are due for the year 2021.  They  are $5.00 for Junior, $20.00 for an      

individual, and $30.00 for the household.   

 

Please contact our treasurer Jim Sugiyama: sugi@charter.net or send your check to Santa Clara 

Gem and Mineral Society,  Box 54, San Jose, CA 95103-0054. 

Thank you. 

Breccia  

July 2021 

mailto:pat.speece@comcast.net
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Rock Sales 

Rocks and Minerals for You! 
August 28 

October 30 
 

Sales are at 2357 Loma Park Court, San Jose, CA 
 

All are on the Saturday following the general meeting. 
  

9:00am until noon. 
Cash, or personal check made out to SCVGMS 

 

We have a lot of material — rocks, slabs, mineral specimens, and machines.  Prices are in 
your  favor.  Our aim to to sell as much as we can, so it won’t have to be moved to the new 
location. 
 
We will be following the CDC and local guidelines.  Hand sanitizer and masks will be      
available.  Tables will be spaced as much as possible. 
 
See you soon! 
Pat and the Donation Receiving Committee (DRC) 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

 

Website Links 

Your Window to the World of Important Websites 

Click on the blue area of whatever site you want to visit! 

 

Link to Our SCVGMS Website:  http://www.scvgms.org/ 

Note: After you click on the above link, if you want to see the Breccia and other news items,  scroll down and 

click on  “Download”, shown under the Newsletter option. 

The American Federation of Mineralogical Societies:   http://www.amfed.org 

CFMS Bulletin:  http://www.cfmsinc.org/ 

To access the news from the American Lands Access Association:  www.amlands.org 

Breccia  

July 2021 
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Camp Paradise 
 

Week 1: August 22nd to August 28th 2021 
Week 2:  August 29th to September 4th 2021 

 
For more information about time, location, lodging, etc., contact: 

Camp Paradise Registrar 
Sandi Kilcrease 

422 Mitchel Lake Court 
Copperopolis, CA 95228 

(831) 334-1170 
slk95228@gmail.com 

or 
E.S.S. Committee Co-Chairs 

Tony & Sandie Fender  
sandie.fender@gmail.com 

 
A copy of the Camp Paradise application form can be downloaded at   http://www.cfmsinc.org/ 

 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

June Speaker 
 

Paul Edison-Lahm’s talk was very informative about a very geologically complex areas of our country 

which are the Cascade Mountains and the Portland Basin in Oregon.  The Portland Basin is traversed by 

the Columbia River, interesting in that it existed before the Cascade Mountains existed and therefore it 

traverses the mountain range.  Paul talked about the volatility of the Cascades area, both volcanically and 

seismically, the likelihood of volcanic activity and earthquakes.  He described the composition of the 

Portland Basin and how its layers were formed over time.  This was an excellent talk especially for the 

geologists in our group, and those members, especially had good questions and observations when Paul’s 

presentation had finished and the floor was open to all.  Thank you, Paul for an interesting and informa-

tive evening. 

You Know that You Are a Rockhound if… 

 
You like to examine the rocks in your driveway. 

The sign says, “Falling Rock”, and you pull over to wait. 

You have found yourself trying to explain to airport security that a rock hammer really is not a weapon. 

 

Breccia  

July 2021 

mailto:m.roberts@cfmsinc.org
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Bragging Rights 

The theme for the June contest was items beginning with the    

letter “T”.  Four people submitted items, and Frank Mullaney won 

the contest with his spectacular piece of Travertine that he had 

found near the California/Nevada border.   

In addition to Frank’s entry, Jo Borucki submitted Topaz from    
Topaz Mountain, Thomas Range, Utah that she had collected.  Ana  
Papadopoulos entered the contest with her Watermelon Tourmaline 
in Quartz from Brazil,  and Jim Fox submitted his Turtle Rock 
Stone (Testudinate) from China. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will not have a Bragging Rights contest in July, because we are having a Silent Auction instead, but 

our theme for August will be items that you have made, so bring the beautiful treasure that you have   

created, and let us admire it and then choose the entry that we like the best 

Alan Achor-Bragging Rights Chairman 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

Travertine 

Frank Mullaney 

Topaz 

Jo Borucki 

Tourmaline 

Ana Papadopoulos 

Turtle Rock Stone 

Jim Fox 

Breccia  

July 2021 
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Rock Garden 
By Jo Borucki 

 

Through the years that Bill and I have gone on rockhounding vacations, we have collected many rocks 

and minerals, most of them worth very little money but beautiful nonetheless.  So what do we do with all 

this beauty?  I have used my rocks to create a rock garden in our atrium.  We often sit in the atrium while 

we eat lunch, and I can enjoy all the shapes and colors, occasionally picking up a rock or mineral speci-

men, simply to enjoy it and sometimes to relive some moments of one of our trips.   

 

We have been to most of the western states as well as a few others such as South Dakota and Arkansas 

with our friend Gene Westerberg.  Some people have trouble resisting a pretty face, but I have trouble 

resisting a pretty rock, so at the end of these trips, Bill and I buy some flat rate boxes, fill them full of 

rocks, and mail them to ourselves.  A few days after we arrive home, all our treasures arrive.  Now, what 

do I do with all these treasures after scrubbing them clean and gloating over them?  I put them in my rock 

garden.  We live in a Eichler home with a covered atrium.  The atrium has a concrete slab covering most 

of the floor area, but with dirt borders on parts of three sides.  That’s plenty of room for rocks and miner-

als.  

 

I found my garden difficult to maintain at first because any one who swept the atrium felt that the rock 

areas were convenient areas for the dirt that they swept up.  I fixed that problem by buying some garden 

bed edging and building sides that were higher than the cement slab.  With that solution, my rocks stay 

clean.  I spray them occasionally  to wash away the dust, but mainly I just sit back, look, and gloat.  You 

may enjoy doing something similar with some of your rocks. 

Breccia  

July 2021 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 
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Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

Members’ Displays  

 

There were no items for display in June.  All members are asked to display at least one time per year, but 

you may display as many times as you like.  There are no displays in meetings when Silent Auctions are 

scheduled so there will not be any in July. Usually, there are no displays in  December because there is the 

installation dinner in lieu of our regular meeting, but for the other months, email a photo of your display 

item to Michele Smith by the Sunday before the general meeting, so that she can display it on line for you 

during the times when our meetings are on Zoom, and bring it with you if we are meeting at the Cabana 

Club.   Michele will send out an email with details before our meeting. 

Don’t know what to display? Any type of rock, mineral, or fossil (identified or not), your latest project, 

information on a field trip, ideas for a display case, anything to do with rocks is appreciated.  Sharing items 

helps to educate all who attend the meeting.  Show off what you love, so that we can enjoy it with you. 

Rick Kennedy– Chairperson 

Answers for Word Search Puzzle from the June Breccia 

Breccia  

July 2021 
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How to Get That Super Glossy Polish On Jade  

I have made a discovery that I want to share with you. I have tried it on 15 different pieces of jade in-
cluding Polar Jade from Canada and from Alaska, and the results were the same every time, a shine so 

smooth and reflective that you’d swear that it did not look real. It even worked with Burma Jadeite 
(6.5—7 Mohs hardness scale). So, if it works with jadeite, it may solve many of your other polishing 
needs as it did mine.  

If you want that ultra glassy polished surface that will make you the envy of all gem and mineral socie-
ties, pre-polish your jade with a 3-micron diamond disk, with water. For polishing, on a leather lap, use 

Linde A polish (a 0.3 micron alumina powder that is a 99.98% pure aluminum oxide with a 0 Mohs 
hardness). Get one of your old master laps or put an 8, 180, 94 360 diamond lap upside down on the 
machine with the leather pad on top of that. Wet down the leather just a little and put some Linde A on 

it. You do not need a high speed for this. You will have a mirror finish in just 30 seconds.  

You can buy one ounce of Linde A from Arrowhead Lapidary and Supply, 1-866 -929-8575 or 1-866-
929-8575 (ask for Lou) for $8.00 + s/h. It is a little pricey compared to tin oxide (4 oz. for $4.74), but it 
will give you that same polish on labradorite, which has the same hardness as nephrite (6 -6 1/2 Mohs). 

 I would venture to say that once you use Linde A, you will say that you have been on top of the moun-

tain and have seen the light. You may never again return to those other oxides. I cannot attest to other 
versions of Linde A sold by other companies, but the one I purchased from Arrowhead was the one that 
gave me success.  

By Lloyd Parma, SRGMS Mineralog 04/09  

What Do Gold and Diamonds Have in Common?  

• Diamond (a form of carbon) and gold are both classified as Native Elements in the Periodic Table 
of the Elements: that is they are among the few elements that occur in the Earth’s crust in a relative-

ly pure, uncombined form. 

• Both crystallize in the cubic system. 

• Both most commonly occur as octahedral crystals.  

• Large deposits of each have been mined in South Africa and in Australia. 

• Both are highly valued for use in jewelry, science, and industry.  

• Both have inspired exploration, exploitation, and brutal conquests.  

• Both are outrageously overpriced, but diamonds set in gold remain popular as a pledge of fidelity.  

by Celia Tiffany 02/10 

Breccia  

July 2021 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 
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Life and Minerals Evolve Together 

Etched in the shockwaves of exploding stars, in the gas and dust of fledgling stellar nebulae -- and in 

Earth's ample oceans, winds and fiery volcanoes -- the multi-billion-year history of minerals appears 

ageless to us mere mortals. But an ambitious new study describes how these seemingly static forms 

have evolved through the ages, just like biological life.  

From the 12 "primordial" minerals forged inside supernovae to the 4,300 or so mineral species known 

today, minerals have diversified, grown in complexity, and even been driven into extinction. "The most 

basic definition of evolution is change over time," said Robert Hazen of the Carnegie Institution in 

Washington, D.C., who led a team of researchers in the work, published today in the journal American 

Mineralogist. "And that's dramatically displayed in the stories of minerals."  

Before life evolved on Earth, the slow inexorable grind of plate tectonics created a total of 1,500 miner-

al species. Now, Hazen said, most minerals require living creatures to spring into existence. "That's 

about as far as we think you can get without life," he said. That means about two-thirds of all known 

minerals depend on Earth's living creatures to survive.  

In life's beginnings, it may have been the other way around. "Many people believe that life first ap-

peared from some sort of interaction of organic molecules on a mineral surface," said Peter Heaney of 

Pennsylvania State University. If all life were suddenly wiped out, the 20-percent-oxygen atmosphere 

we currently enjoy would vanish in a matter of years. Along with the O2, all those minerals would go 

extinct. Minerals containing radioactive elements with short half-lives, such as plutonium, melted into 

extinction long ago (all plutonium on Earth today is man-made). And Heaney suspects there's a new 

field of mineral archaeology just waiting to be born. "No one has ever mapped out mineral extinction in 

Earth's history," Heaney said. "In a way, [Hazen's] work forces us to think in those terms and look for 

the mineral equivalent of a fossil record."  

Michael Reilly, Discovery News Earth's Special Recipe Nov. 13, 2008                                                   

Reference: http://dsc.discovery.com/news/2008/11/13/minerals-evolution.html 

Key Event That Breaks Continents Apart Discovered  

 Researchers have captured for the first time a geological event 

considered key in shaping the Earth's landscape. An international 

research team was able to measure ground displacements as two 

tectonic plates in Africa moved apart and molten rock pushed its 

way toward the surface during the first so-called "diking event" 

ever recorded within the planet's continental crust. The event left 

a wall of magma 6 miles long and 5 feet wide wedged between 

the two plates. Diking events have been reported in the thin oce-

anic crust but had never been directly observed and quantified in 

the thicker areas of the planet's shell.   

Science Daily Dec. 11, 2008 

Breccia  

July 2021 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 
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General Meeting Minutes 
June 22, 2021 

 

The June meeting of the Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society was called to order at 7:30 pm 

on the web application Zoom as the club continues to comply with the stay at home order.   

Announcements:  The SCVGMS Board meeting will be held on Zoom at 7:30pm on Thursday, 

June 24th.  Dues are due, please send your payment to our PO Box:  SCVGMS, P.O. Box 54, San 

Jose, CA 95103-0054.  The DRC is having their first rock sale in over a year!  The first sale will be 

Saturday, June 26th from 9:00AM – Noon.  Pat Speece sent an email to Michele saying that the DRC 

has a lot of material: Rocks, slabs, mineral specimens, and machines.  Priced to move!!  They will 

be following CDC and local guidelines; hand sanitizer and masks will be available and the tables 

will be spaced out to allow for social distancing. 

The July meeting will be our first in person meeting since the pandemic began.  It will be a silent 
auction held outside at the Cabana Club (Our normal meeting venue) 
New Members:  No new members.  If you want to join the club, one must attend at least two club 

meetings and have two sponsors from the club, it is easy to do!! 

Board Meeting:  Will be at on Zoom at 7:30. 

Member Displays:  By Rick Kennedy.  No member displays this month.   

Bragging Rights:  This month’s theme was “T” and the winner was Frank Mullaney’s Travertine 

that was collected at the California/Nevada border by Lon Mullaney.  There will be no Bragging 

Rights in July since we will be having a silent auction in July.  August’s theme will be “Something 

you made”. 

Rockhound of the Month:  There was no award this month as Michele and Frank were both travel-

ing to Wyoming for the AFMS Show. 

Field Trips:  Stephen May announced that he is planning a trip from September 3 – 6 to Hampton 

Buttes and Virgin Valley.  Please contact Stephen if you wish to join the trip. 

Study Groups:   
The Smithies are not meeting right now in accordance with the stay at home order. 
Hospitality:  35 members and 1 guest were in attendance. 
ALAA:  Nothing new. 

DRC: See the above announcement for the sale on June 26th.  There will be sales on August 28th and 

October 30th as well.    

Federation Report:  No report. 

Correspondence:  No Report. 

Sunshine No new news.   

Program:  Paul Edison-Lahm gave a presentation on the geology of the Portland basin in Oregon.  

The talk was very informative about a very geologically complex area of our country.  The Q and A 

segment was quite active! 

July program:  Silent Auction, our first in person meeting since the pandemic began! 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:51 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted, Rick Kennedy SCVGMS Secretary 

Breccia  

July 2021 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 
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Board Meeting Minutes 
June 24,  2021 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:34 PM via the Zoom application so that the Board could follow 

the governor’s stay at home order. 

Roll Call:  All board members were present except for Sonia Dyer and Paul Kidman. 

Reading of the minutes from the May 27th Board Meeting:  M/S/P to approve the minutes as read 

(D. Welder, F. Mullaney). 

New Members:  The club received an application from Judith Tucker. 

Correspondence:  Jim Sugiyama reported that a number of members paid their dues. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Jim Sugiyama presented the club with a treasurer’s report.  He had some ques-

tions that the Board was able to answer for him.  Frank Mullaney will be contacting Dodge and Cox 

to set up a time to update our signature cards with them.  Missy Fox will work with our Camp Para-

dise winner now that it appears there will be a Camp Paradise this year! 

Committee Reports: 

Federation:  Stephen May reported that nothing new is going on. 

Field Trips:  Stephen May reported that the September 3-6 trip to Hampton Butte, Glass Butte and 

Rainbow Ridge is on! 

Festival:  Frank Mullaney will contact the Fairgrounds to make sure that our normal March dates are 

available for 2022. 

DRC:  The June 26th sale is on!  There was discussion about County and State health measures.  All 

of those working at the sale will wear masks and the customers will be strongly encouraged to wear 

masks as well.   

Old Business: 

2020 Audit:  The committee has the documents from Jim Sugiyama and should have the audit com-

pleted by the next meeting. 

New Business: 

Member Dues:  Many have already paid their dues, more will follow.  There was discussion about 

not sending letters out until September or early October to give the members enough time to take care 

of this. 

In Person Meetings:  The July 27th meeting will be our first in person meeting since the pandemic 

started.  Michele has volunteered to bring some individually wrapped snacks. 

CFMS Field Trip COOP:  Dean Welder and Michele Smith gave the Board information sheets 

about the COOP.  The club is taking the needed steps to join. 

Program Schedule:   

June:  Paul Edison-Lahm gave a great presentation on the geology of the Portland Basin. 

July: Silent Auction, in person meeting! 

August:  Kyle Van Woerkom will give a presentation about his visit to the Rice Museum of Rocks 

and Minerals in Hillsboro, Oregon. 

September:  Possible panel discussion about the Labor Day club field trip. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM  

 

Respectfully submitted, Rick Kennedy, SCVGMS Secretary 
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Santa Clara Valley  

Gem and Mineral Society 

P.O. Box 54, San Jose, CA 95103-0054 

Website: www.scvgms.org 

Email: info@scvgms.org 

Phone Number (408) 265-1422 

Like us on Facebook:  

http://www.facebook.com/santaclaravalleygemandmineralsociety 

 An Invitation 

This society is pleased to invite guests to attend general  meetings, study groups, 

and field trips.  General meetings are normally held the fourth Tuesday of every 

month with meet and greet time beginning at 7:15 followed by the meeting at 

7:45 PM at 100 Belwood Gateway (the Cabana Club), Los Gatos, CA 95032. 

Belwood Gateway is just south of Blossom Hill Road between Leigh Avenue and 

Harwood Road. 

The next General Meeting is scheduled for July 27 at 7:30 at the Cabana 

Club, and the Board Meeting is scheduled for July 29 at 7:30 using Zoom. 

  
 Our Society’s Purpose: The inculcation of a love of rocks and minerals by the 

furtherance of members' interests in the earth sciences and by education in all 

facets of related educational activities with the promotion of good fellowship, 

proper ethics, and conduct. 

Our Membership Requirements: Attendance at two general meetings within 

twelve months. This society is a member of the California Federation of         

Mineralogical Societies (CFMS) and is affiliated with the American Federation of 

Mineralogical Societies (AFMS). Our Newsletter, the Breccia, is published ten 

times annually.  The deadline for all articles is the Sunday after the general 

meeting.  The Breccia editor is Jo Borucki who may be contacted by email at  

joborucki@yahoo.com or by phone at (408)245-2881.  The Breccia is proofread 

by Pat Speece.  Exchange bulletins may be sent to Jo Borucki, 1196 Sesame 

Drive, Sunnyvale, CA 94087.  Permission to copy is freely granted to American 

Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) affiliated clubs when proper credit 

is given. 

Study Group Leaders 

For information, please contact the leader listed below. 

Smithies:  Pat Speece 408- 266-4327 pat.speece@comcast.net 

Cabbers:  We need a leader.  Can it be you? 

Rock Tumbling Study Group: David Mosher 

SCVGMS ELECTED OFFICERS 

President:  Michele Smith                (408)374-1897 

Vice President:  Frank Mullaney       (408)691-2656 

Secretary: Rick Kennedy                 (408)234-1413 

Treasurer:  Jim Sugiyama                (408)356-7711 

Editor: Jo Borucki                            (408)245-2881 

Federation Director: Stephen May   (669)248-3993 

Alternate Fed. Director:  

  Paul Kidman                                   (408)356-4995                     

Board Members at Large 

 Jim Fox                                             (408)356-7711 

Missy Fox                                         (408)356-7711 

 Sonia Dyer                                       (408)629-5735 

 Alan Achor                                       (408)749-0771               

 Cal Hansen                                         (408)394-4642 

Parliamentarian: Dean Welder          (408)353-2675 

 

SCVGMS COMMITTEE HEADS 

 

Bragging Rights Chair: Alan Achor 

Donation Receiving Committee Chairs:    

   Michele Smith and Jim Sugiyama 

Festival Chairpersons 2021: Jim and Missy Fox 

Field Trip Coordinator:  Stephen May 

Founder’s Day Picnic Chairman:  Stephen May 

Founder’s Day Raffle: TBD 

Founder’s Day Bingo: TBD 

Hospitality: Pat and Louis Schuesler 

Installation Dinner: Rick Kennedy, Jim and Missy   

Fox 

Member Displays: Rick Kennedy  

Refreshments: Michele Smith 

Silent Auction: TBD 

Sunshine: Margo Mosher 

Trophies: Frank Mullaney 

Librarian:  Deb Runyan 

Webmaster: TBD 

 

Note:  Some of these committee heads  may 

change.  Michele Smith and Stephen May are 

working to fill all positions. 
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