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President’s Message 
 

We are going to have an exciting presentation in May when Howard Heitner will talk about the Tilly 

Foster mine, which is located in Southeast in Putnam County, New York. It was an iron mine that em-

ployed many immigrants in the mid-1800s. 

Thinking about the upcoming presentation made me remember my childhood (are those groans I just 

heard?). Although my immediate family lived in various places, we frequently visited my grandpar-

ents in Claypool, AZ – right between Miami, AZ and Globe, AZ. The main employers of the area were 

the copper mines. There were and are several copper mines in the area but the main one for Miami/

Claypool was the Inspiration Copper Mine (now owned by Freeport-McMoRan). The town was sur-

rounded by quartz sand dirt and sagebrush hills. The children were very safe and we played on the 

hills and went from house to house freely. But if we misbehaved then a neighbor felt free to call my 

Grandma. It only happened twice to me, but never for my brother. When Miami High School (which 

was the high school for Claypool, too) has a reunion, everyone who attended the high school goes to 

the reunion. Everyone from the current year’s graduates to the oldest alumnus is invited. 

At one time my grandfather was a cat-skinner, which means he drove the big equipment like a Cater-

pillar Tractor, which was used to dig deeper and make temporary roads in the copper mines. When my 

father was old enough he was hired to clean out the smoke stacks (little or no protective gear) which 

he used to pay his way to college. 

Grandma would take us on walks each night and time the walks so we could see the molten slag pour 

down the side of the hill where the mine was located. Slag is a waste product of smelting ore. That was 

after the trip to the little market to buy an ice cream bar to eat on the way. 

Everything was centered on the copper mine. Turquoise was called Fire Stone because if you picked it 

up on the hills that were owned by the copper company you could be fired (lots of copper in tur-

quoise). The house you bought, but the land under it was owned by the copper company. The copper 

mine used to give away copper ashtrays. 

Last bit of trivia is something that all Arizona students had to know. What are the five C’s? COPPER, 

cattle, climate, cotton, and citrus. OK – we are done here. 

 

Madam President-Michele Smith 
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Membership Dues Are Due 

SCVGMS membership dues are due for the year 2021.  They  are $5.00 for Junior, $20.00 for an   

individual, and $30.00 for the household.   

 

Please contact our treasurer Jim Sugiyama: sugi@charter.net or send your check to Santa Clara 

Gem and Mineral Society,  Box 54, San Jose, CA 95103-0054. 

Thank you. 

Handy-dandy Tool Keeper 

This carousel is the best hand tool storage contain-
er I’ve ever had. When removing one tool, the oth-
ers don’t fall as they did in the box I had been us-
ing.  It’s on a swivel base and has a small footprint 
on my workbench corner. It was a gift, but I sus-
pect it came from TJ Maxx or an artist supply 
store. 

Pat Speece 

Coming Events 

May 25, 7:30 General Meeting on Zoom.  Our speaker will be Howard Heitner, and his topic is the 

Tilly Foster Mine.  May 27, 7:30 Board Meeting on Zoom. 

Member Displays: Send your photos to Michele Smith,  michelesmith801@comcast.net for things 

you would like to share with the group. 

Bragging Rights: Send your photos to Alan Achor at kayakb@sbcglobal.net for items you would like 

to enter in our contest.  The topic is items that are purple in color. 

Note!  DRC is planning rock sales!  See page 4. 
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Rock Sales 

Rocks for you! 

June 26 

August 28 

October 30 
 

Sales are at 2357 Loma Park Court, San Jose, CA 
 

All are on the Saturday following the general meeting. 
  

9:00am until noon. 
Cash, or personal check made out to SCVGMS 

 
We have a lot of material — rocks, slabs, mineral specimens, and machines.  Prices are in 
your favor.  Our aim to to sell as much as we can, so it won’t have to be moved to the new 
location. 
 
We will be following the CDC and local guidelines.   Hand sanitizer and masks will be      
available.  Tables will be spaced as much as possible. 
 
See you soon! 
Pat and the Donation Receiving Committee (DRC) 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

Breccia  

May 2021 

 

Field Trips 
There are no current field trips, but our field trip coordinator is considering some for late spring or 

early summer, depending on Covid-19 restrictions.   

 

Chairman-Stephen May’s Email: Stephenmay0990@gmail.com 
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Message from Pat 
 
 
DRC needs a new leader, and home for the rocks and the sales.  I am retiring.  I’ll 
be happy to help as needed. 
 
All rocks, lapidary equipment plus tables, bins, buckets, wagon, and crates will go 
with the job.  The DRC has had 18 helpers to pick up the donations, sort, and 
price.  Many donations have been delivered here. Our work days have been fun and 
social.  It’s been a good group and a joy to work with.  All this needs a place to call 
home.  As leader, you confer with the home owner as to dates to pick up, sort and 
price, and a sale date.  I’d be happy to discuss how I’ve done it.  I have been leader 
and DRC sales home because I didn’t know any better, and it seemed easier.  The 
job could be split. 
 
I’d be happy to meet with anyone interested in either/both jobs. 
Please call 408-266-4327 (home phone), 408-332-6665 (cell), or 
email pat.speece@comcast.net. 
 
Hope to see you at our last three sales here, and at future sales elsewhere.  I’m look-
ing forward to it! 
Thanks for all your help and support. 
Pat 
                                                       

DRC Leader Needed 
 

After fourteen years of superb leadership as the DRC chairman, Pat Speece is retir-
ing.  Thank you, Pat.  DRC has been an important part of our society.  Through the 
years, we have received many donations of rocks and equipment;  held rocks sales 
several times each year, allowing us to make this material available to the pubic and 
to make some money for our society.   All income has gone into the club treas-
ury.  We need a new home for the donations and a new chairperson to organize our 
sales.  Can this person be you? Pat will be available to help you get started.   

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

Breccia  

May 2021 

mailto:pat.speece@comcast.net
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Camp Paradise 
 

Week 1: August 22nd to August 28th 2021 
Week 2:  August 29th to September 4th 2021 

 
For more information about time, location, lodging, etc., contact: 

Camp Paradise Registrar 
Sandi Kilcrease 

422 Mitchel Lake Court 
Copperopolis, CA 95228 

(831) 334-1170 
slk95228@gmail.com 

or 
E.S.S. Committee Co-Chairs 

Tony & Sandie Fender  
sandie.fender@gmail.com 

 
 

Classes Include 

Cabochon Making  

Silver Smithing  

Beading 

Faceting 

Chain Making  

Glass Bead Making 

Precious Metal Clay (PMC)  

Wire Wrap Art 

 Lost Wax Metal Casting 
Dichroic Glass Fusion  

Soft Stone Carving  

Ming Trees 

Enameling 

Camp Paradise Application Information 

A copy of the Camp Paradise application form is included on the following page.  It was constructed  

from the one in the CFMS bulletin for May on page 9.  It would be better to use the form in the bulle-

tin if you can access it at   http://www.cfmsinc.org/ 

Breccia  

May 2021 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

mailto:m.roberts@cfmsinc.org
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THE CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MINERALOGICAL SOCIETIES, INC. 
 Earth Science Studies  

2021 CAMP PARADISE - 12725 LA PORTE ROAD, CLIPPER MILLS, CA 95930  
 

PLEASE READ CAREFULLY BEFORE REGISTERING  
Any cancellation prior to August 1, 2021 will incur a $25.00 Administration fee.  
1. No refunds or cancellations after August 1, 2021 unless a substitute is provided.  
2. Do not mail your application before April 1, 2021.  
3. All persons attending Camp Paradise MUST be fully vaccinated.  
4. Face masks will be required in all Communal areas. Also, some instructors may require them for classes.  
 
Make checks payable to: CFMS EARTH SCIENCES 2021                                        FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:  
                                         Send to: Sandi Kilcrease                                                                      Tony Fender  
                                         422 Mitchell Lake Court                                                                  arhfender@gmail.com  
                                         Copperopolis, CA 95228  
                                         slk95228@gmail.com  
                                         Cell: (831)334-1170  
 
Please Note: Sign in will be on Sunday, August 22, 2021 and Sunday, August 29, 2021 from 1:00pm to 4:00pm  
CAMP PARADISE is approximately 50 miles east of Marysville on Highway E-21(Marysville Rd. towards Brownsville). Elevation is 
approximately 3,500 ft. The facilities are at a rustic church camp, rooms are equipped with bunk beds in all rooms and cabins.  
Bathrooms and showers are communal and located in each building. Housekeeping is the responsibility of each guest.  
Also available, on a limited basis, are cabins for 4 or more persons (bathrooms and showers are communal) and located nearby.  
RV space with electricity and water for most spaces is available. It is a church camp; no alcoholic beverages are permitted.  
 
Room assignments will be made by staff.  
 
Classes - Beginning Faceting, Lapidary, Soft Stone Carving, Silversmithing, Lost W ax Casting, Beginning through advanced W ire Art, 
Lampwork Bead Making, Bead Weaving, PMC-3 Clay and Fused Glass, Chain Maille and Enamel.  
 
Please Note: There will be some classes with limited space - Preference will be given to first time students.  

*****CHANGES MAY BE MADE AS NECESSARY*****  
A list of supplies will be sent to you with your confirmation. Please e-mail Sandi after 30 days if you have not received information.  
 

PLEASE CUT ALONG DOTTED LINE & KEEP TOP PORTION FOR FUTURE  
REFERENCE  

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Registration Form - PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY  
 
                    Week 1 August 22 - 29, 2021                                                                    Week 2 August 29 - September 4, 2021  
 
$405 PER PERSON - PER WEEK / DAY TRIPPER IS $255 FOR THE WEEK  
 
Name1___________________________________________ Name 2 _______________________________________________  
 
Address ____________________________________________ City _______________________ ST____ Zip ____________________  
 
Phone _______________________________ Email _______________________________ Club _____________________________  
 
Accommodations (Circle One) Couples Dorm W omen's Dorm Men's Dorm Cabin RV Space  
 
W ould like to room with ______________________________________________________ (if possible)  
 
Special Needs: ___Food ____- Diabetic___Vegetarian_____Other (explain briefly) ____________________________________  
 
Due to the lack of dietary knowledge and various interpretations of different needs, we ask that you bring your special food items. and 
we will do our best to prepare them for you. Animals will be allowed in the RV area only and must be kept on a leash at all times and 
picked up after. Any violations could result in adherence to their NO Pets Rule.  
 
By attending this activity, you are giving your consent for CFMS, to make photographs, videotapes, films or other representations of 
you. I hereby grant to CFMS unrestricted right to copyright any of the above-mentioned containing images of me as well as the unre-
stricted right to use and reuse them, with their caption information, in whole or in part. These rights include, but are not limited to the 
right to publish, copy, distribute, alter, license, and publicly display these materials and images for editorial, trade, marketing and/or ad-
vertising purposes. I also grant CFMS and its licensees the unrestricted right to disclose my name in connection with the use of the above 
material.  

Breccia  

May 2021 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 
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Bragging Rights 

The theme for the entries for our April meeting was items 

from South America. Two people submitted   excellent 

entries, but Jim Fox won with his Esquel Meteorite from 

Argentina.  It is a Pallasite Meteorite, meaning that it is 

from a group of meteorites classified as stony-iron meteor-

ites, the rarest group of meteorites.  It contains peridot 

crystals, and it weighs 14.1 grams.  It is named after a Pat-

agonia town in the northwest part of the province of 

Chubut in Argentina. Thanks to both people who entered 

the contest.  We all enjoyed the interesting and beautiful 

specimens.   

 

 

.  

 

Ana Papadopoulos’s Hematite Iron Rose is from Ouro 

Preto Minas Gerais in Brazil.  This area of Brazil is known 

for its rich iron ore deposits as well as deposits of bauxite, 

manganese, talc, and marble.   

 

The category for the next general meeting on May 25 is 

items that are purple in color.  Please submit a photo-

graph of your entry to Alan Achor at 

kayakb@sbcglobal.net by Sunday,  May 23. 

 

 

 

There are many choices for purple minerals.  They include Amethyst, Lepidolite, Charoite, Sapphire, 

Fluorite, Kammereite, Taaffeite, Alexandrite, Garnet, Opal, Topaz, Scapolite, Kunzite, Apatite, Iolite, Ido-

crase, Zircon, Tanzanite, Spinel, and Tourmaline.  Somewhere in your collection, there must be some of 

these minerals.  Please enter your mineral specimen in the Bragging Rights contest, and winner or not, you 

will have educated and entertained your fellow club members. 

 

Alan Achor-Bragging Rights Chairman 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

Esquel Meteorite from Argentina 

Hematite Iron Rose from Brazil 

Breccia  

May 2021 
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Mining Claims on BLM Managed Lands 
 
Do you or your club hold Mining Claims on BLM Managed Lands?  The claim renewal date is September 
1, 2021.  Do not miss the date to renew your claim.  The BLM has a new method of filing your claim, and 
most of the work is done through the internet, on line.  This is the website link for renewing your claim: 
https://mlrs.blm.gov/s/  Do not let your claim expire! 
 
 

Introducing the Mineral & Land Records System (MLRS) 
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is responsible for managing approximately 245 million acres of 
Federal surface estate and 700 million acres of subsurface mineral estate. As trustee and steward of this land, 
we set out to provide a geospatially enabled land information system that allows customers to more readily 
engage with us and take action. 
 
With MLRS, you can research land status, discover mining activity, file new claims, pay your fees, and man-
age all related mining claim activity online with the BLM. As we continue to implement our vision, the future 
of MLRS will provide a wide range of mission-critical BLM services and products such as permits, leases, 
rights-of-way, and more. 
 
MLRS is a transformational platform, designed to improve the customer experience and optimize workflows 
for the BLM.  Here is the website for your convenience. https://mlrs.blm.gov/s/ 
 
Happy Rockhounding and enjoy your Public Lands.... 
 
Thank you for your continued Support of Recreational Rockhounding and ALAA 
 
American Lands Access Association: www.amlands.org    info@amlands.org  

Breccia  

May 2021 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

Members’ Displays  

 

All members are asked to display at least one time per year, but you may display as many times as you like.  

There are no displays in meetings when Silent Auctions are scheduled. Usually, there are no displays in   De-

cember because there is the installation dinner in lieu of our regular meeting.   Email a photo of your   dis-

play item to Michele Smith by the Sunday before the general meeting, so that she can display it on line for 

you during these times when our meetings are on Zoom.   She will send out an email with details before the 

meeting. 

There were no displays for the April meeting.  This part of our monthly meetings is a great opportunity to 

share some gem, mineral, rock, or other item, and with it, educating your fellow rockhounds.  

Don’t know what to display? Any type of rock, mineral, or fossil (identified or not), your latest project, in-

formation on a field trip, ideas for a display case, anything to do with rocks is appreciated.  Sharing items 

helps to educate all who attend the meeting.  Show off what you love, so that we can enjoy it with you. 

Rick Kennedy– Chairperson 

https://mlrs.blm.gov/s/
https://mlrs.blm.gov/s/
http://www.amlands.org/
mailto:info@amlands.org
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Website Links 

Your Window to the World of Important Websites 

Click on the blue area of whatever site you want to visit! 

 

Link to Our SCVGMS Website:  http://www.scvgms.org/ 

 

Note: After you click on the above link, if you want to see the Breccia and other news items,  scroll down and 

click on  “Download”, shown under the Newsletter option. 

 

Link to CFMS Shows and Festivals:   CFMS Society/Club Shows    

 

The American Federation of Mineralogical Societies:   http://www.amfed.org 

 

CFMS Bulletin:  http://www.cfmsinc.org/ 

 

To access the news from the American Lands Access Association:  www.amlands.org 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

Rockhound of the Month  

The rockhound for April is Margo Mosher for her month after month, sending cards to those needing some 
sunshine in their lives.  

Sunshine 

Michele Smith is suffering with back pain.  Our wishes to you, Michele, are for a speedy  

recovery. 

To report someone needing sunshine, email Margo Mosher-margomosher@yahoo.com 

Breccia  

May 2021 

http://www.cfmsinc.org/shows/cfmsshow.htm
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Learn Zoom and Join Us 
By Michele Smith 

One of my very favorite SCVGMS people just let me know that they wanted to learn how to Zoom. No won-

der we are missing people! Our oldest members are using Zoom. If I can do it, anyone can do it! 

If you are having difficulty with Zoom or need to add the Zoom link to their computer, below is the link to 

download Zoom. If you are just having trouble, call me and I can help or even set up a practice meeting. If 

you have Zoom and need extra tips, you can call me or write me an e-mail. 

< https://zoom.us/download> 

Some of the nice things about Zoom are that you can fix your own snack, you can serve alcohol, you can go 

on field trips without the dirt and sweat, and you can show up late and leave early. If you have difficulty 

hearing, you will now be in the front row. 

Here’s a toast to you as I sip my Margarita (on the rocks, with salt) and get ready for our next meeting. See 

you there! 

 AMFMS and RMFMS Conventions  
June 17, 18, 19, and 20, 2021 

Thursday, 9am – 5pm,  

Registration, Exhibit Set-up, Meetings, Vendor Set-up  

Friday, 9am-5pm, Saturday, 9am – 5pm Sunday, 9am – 4pm  
 

Admission: Adults $2.00, Children under 12 free with a paid Adult  

 

Show and Convention Location  
Sublette County Fairgrounds Event Center and Community Hall                                                                  

10937 Hwy 189 Big Piney, Wyoming 83113  

Hosted by 2021 Sublette County Rock Hounds Annual Gem and Mineral Show  

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

Breccia  

May 2021 

https://zoom.us/download
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The Challenge of Being a Rockhound on Mars 

by Jo Borucki 

The study of rocks and soil has been one of the main sources of information, whether we are exploring the 

moon, an asteroid, or Mars, so essentially, every one of those missions has been partially a rockhounding 

mission.  The most recent mission is the one where the latest rover is called Perseverance, and in this article, 

I am considering Perseverance to be our Mars rockhound.   We can’t send a person to do the work, because 

our level of technology is not yet advanced enough, so we send machines instead. 

 

Being a rockhound on Earth, no matter where, is easier than being a rockhound 

on Mars.  Here on earth, we wear appropriate clothing to shield us from the ele-

ments, and using just our hands and eyes for casual rockhounding and our  tools 

for more serious efforts,  search  and collect desired materials.  In the comfort of 

our homes, labs, and garages, we can work.  We have an arsenal of ways that 

we can use to identify our samples.  Sometimes we can just eyeball a sample, 

but often we will test for  hardness, density, index of refraction, fluorescence, 

chemistry, and other properties using various methods readily at our disposal. 

Being a Mars rockhound is much more challenging.  Perseverance is well 

equipped to meet this challenge.  It carries Mastcam-Z, SuperCam, MEDA, 

SHERLOC, PIXL, MOXIE, and RIMFAX, each with an important role. 

Mastcam-Z has an advanced camera system that can get panoramic and stereoscopic images, and it can also 

zoom in on an object for a closer view.  It helps assess the Mars surface and is the eyes for other rover oper-

ations. 

SuperCam, as its name implies, is extra capable.  

It provides imaging, composition analysis, and 

mineralogy.  It can detect the presence of organic 

compounds from a distance, an important function 

as we try to determine if there is life of any kind 

on Mars. 

MEDA is essentially the weather station.  It 

measures temperature, wind speed and direction, 

pressure, relative humidity, and dust size and 

shape.  The weather station that Bill and I have on 

our roof does all this except the dust size and 

shape which I interpret as pollen.  My nose takes 

care of that function.  Achoo! 

SHERLOC is a spectrometer.  It provides spectra 

to identify atomic composition and uses an       

ultraviolet (UV) laser for fine scale minerology 

and to detect organic compounds. 

Continued on the next page 

Bill Borucki, Rockhound 

Perseverance Rover Image from Bing.com 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 
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The Challenge of Being a Rockhound on Mars Continued 
 

PIXL has an X-ray fluorescent spectrometer with a high-resolution camera to measure the fine scale ele-

mental  composition of the Mars surface. 

MOXIE is an experiment to produce oxygen from the Martian atmosphere’s carbon dioxide.  We hope that 

someday, in the future, we can produce enough breathable air so that   humans can survive on Mars.  

RIMFAX uses radar to penetrate the Martian surface to provide 

centimeter-scale resolution of the geographic structures of the sub-

surface.  

One of the early findings of Perseverance is a rather lovely blue-

green rock in the Jezero Crater.  The rock is six inches long, and 

has scientists wondering about its composition.  Perhaps it weath-

ered out of the existing landscape or possibly, it could be a meteor-

ite.   

There is much to be learned, and the hope was that the Ingenuity 

helicopter that is also a part of the mission will be able to fly in the 

scant Martian atmosphere which is only 6% of the density of the 

earth’s atmosphere.  Planes and birds fly because the difference between the lower density on top of a wing as 

compared with the higher pressure under the wing allows the wing to be pushed up.  The difference in pres-

sure provides lift for the aircraft.  On April 19, 2020, the helicopter design proved successful, and Ingenuity 

flew!   In the future it will fly to the surrounding cliffs and take samples of the composition of the cliff       

materials. 

Perseverance is the rockhound for Mars.  It is a capable rockhound, and it will be interesting in the months 

and perhaps, years to come, to see what it finds on Mars.  Perseverance looks toward the future, in that it will 

gather rock and soil samples, and it will cache these samples for a pickup in a future mission that will bring 

them back to earth.  Current technology does not allow samples to be returned to earth, but both NASA and 

the European Space Agency are working on ways to do this in the future, and then like any rockhound, our 

desire to bring our cache of rocks home will become a reality. 

Once when I was walking at Shoreline with a friend, I found a piece of Malachite.  I was astounded, because 

as far as I knew, there was none at the park, so I took it home, and Bill and I ran various tests, and sure 

enough, it was Malachite.  The Malachite was probably dropped there by a visitor or brought in with the grav-

el used to pave the trails. We don’t have previous knowledge of the composition of the Martian soil and 

rocks, and it is important that when the samples taken and stored are tested, that the mission has a way to 

weed out contaminants so they know that the materials gathered are those native to Mars.  The landing pro-

pulsion system and any contaminants inadvertently brought from Earth must be taken into account.  This is 

done with Witness tubes.  The tubes contain materials that can capture such contaminants and store them for 

later comparison with the Mars sample that have been collected. 

Continued on the next page 

The Mysterious Blue-green 

Rock in the Jezero Crater 

Breccia  
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Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 
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The Challenge of Being a Rockhound on Mars Continued 
 

So what is a rockhound?  The dictionary defines such a person as a geologist or amateur collector of     

mineral specimens.  We rockhounds collect for many reasons; financial, pleasure, knowledge, and often 

just for fun.  Perseverance goes before us, but someday we may go to Mars to do our own rockhounding.    

Information sources for this article: 

https://www.geochemsoc.org/publications/geochemicalnews/gn144sep10/ahistoricalperspectiveofth 

https://mars.nasa.gov has information, not only on Perseverance, but the previous mission called Curiosity, 

and it provides updates on the Mars missions and what they measure and have learned. 

https://www.nature.com has a great variety of articles including ones on the Mars Missions. 

Answers for the April Crossword Puzzle 

Breccia  

May 2021 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

San Jose, CA 

https://www.geochemsoc.org/publications/geochemicalnews/gn144sep10/ahistoricalperspectiveofth
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April Speaker,  Stan Bogosian 
By Jo Borucki 

 

California has diverse collecting sites, including those in deserts, mountains, and at the seashore. Included 

in Stan Bogosian’s presentation are localities in Clear Creek, San Benito County, the Champion Spark 

Plug Mine in Mono County, Glass Beach in Mendocino County and Jade Cove in Monterey County. We 

Through Stan’s presentation, we also visited the Spider Mine, a gem rhodonite claim in Trinity County 

maintained by the San Francisco Gem and Mineral Society.   Thank you, Stan, for your interesting and 

very helpful information on these sites: 

 

• Jade, Garnet, Agate, Chromite, and mercury minerals such as Cinnabar can be found in Clear Creek 

in San Benito County.  Permits from the Bureau of Land Management are required and can be        

obtained at www.Recreation.gov.  

• Champion Mine, Mono County is at 6,000 to 9,200 feet elevation, where a high clearance vehicle is 

very helpful.  It is about 6 hours drive from the Bay Area using Tioga Pass, is US National Forest 

Land where hand tools are okayed for use in collecting minerals. 

• The Spider Mine is located in Trinity County and is open once a year to California Federation Club 

members on a fee basis.  It is known for its rhodonite. 

• Slate Mountain in Eldorado County has phosphate minerals including some turquoise.  It is a short 

but rough hike to get to the collecting sites. 

• Thomas Peak in Plumas County and in the Plumas National Forest has pegmatite minerals including 

quartz, tourmaline (Schorl variety), epidote, albite, and fluor-apatite as well some radioactive minerals 

and fluorescent minerals. 

• The Zaca Mine is located in Alpine County and has gold and silver. 

• The Strawberry Tungsten Mine is located in Madera County, but it is now privately owned and be-

ing developed.  Minerals of interest are Andradite, Garnet. And Scheelite. 

• The Glass Beach at Fort Bragg in Mendocino County has sea glass from the many years that Fort 

Bragg had their city dump on the coast.  The glass, either polished or as-is can be used in making jew-

elry. 

• Waddell Beach in San Mateo and Santa Cruz Counties has marine fossils and whale bone where its 

legal to collect in the intertidal zone.  Access is either north through Ano Nuevo State Park or from 

the Waddell Beach parking lot.  Stay clear of the elephant seals and don’t bring your dog along. 

• Jade Cove has Nephrite Jade, good for lapidary and carving projects.  The best places are in tidal 

pools during low tide and calm surf.  Digging in the bank is illegal, and productive locations include 

North Cove, South Cove, and Willow Creek. 
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General Meeting Minutes 
April 27, 2021 

 

The April meeting of the Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society was called to order at 7:40 pm on 

the web application Zoom as the club continues to comply with the stay at home order.  

Announcements:   

The SVCGMS Board meeting will be held on Zoom at 7:30pm on Thursday, April 29th. 

Dues are due, please sent your payment to our PO Box:  SCVGMS, P.O. Box 54, San Jose, CA 95103-

0054. 

New Members:  No new members.  If you want to join the club, one must attend at least two club meet-

ings and have two sponsors from the club, it is easy to do!! 

Board Meeting:  Will be at on Zoom at 7:30. 

Member Displays:  By Rick Kennedy.  Rick Kennedy showed a picture of himself with basketball leg-

end Julius Erving (Dr. J) who came and visited the Jackson’s Crossroads Amethyst Mine in March.   

Bragging Rights:  This month’s theme was “South America” and the winner was Jim Fox’s Pallasite 

Meteorite.  Next month’s theme is “Purple” 

Rockhound of the Month:  The award was given to Margo Mosher for her work on the Sunshine com-

mittee. 

Field Trips:  No report. 

Study Groups:   
Cabbers:  In search of a new leader. 
Smithies: The Smithies are not meeting right now in accordance with the stay at home order. 

Hospitality:  23 members and 1 guest were in attendance. 
ALAA:  Nothing new. 

DRC: There will be a sale when the stay at home order is lifted and when the club thinks is appropriate 

and safe.    

Federation Report:  No report. 

Correspondence:  The club received statements from Dodge and Cox and Chase.  The club also re-

ceived dues from several members. 

Sunshine No new news.   

Program:  Stan Bogosian presented “Rockhounding in California – 10 sites.  The talk was well put to-

gether, and I think a number of us are eager to get out there and dig! 

May program:  To be announced. 

Meeting was adjourned at 9:01 PM 

Respectfully submitted, Rick Kennedy SCVGMS Secretary 
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Board Meeting Minutes 
April 29, 2021 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:34 PM via the Zoom application so that the Board could be in com-

pliance with the governor’s stay at home order. 

Roll Call:  All board members were present with the exception of Sonia Dyer. 

Reading of the minutes from the March 25th Board Meeting:  M/S/P to approve the minutes as read (F. 

Mullaney, S. May). 

New Members:  No new members. 

Correspondence:  No new correspondence since the General Meeting 

Treasurer’s Report:  Jim Sugiyama presented the club with a treasurer’s report.  He will be paying the 

$125.00 bill for our safe deposit box. The expenditure had been previously approved by the Board 

Committee Reports: 

Federation:  Stephen May reported that nothing new is going on. 

 Field Trips:  Stephen May is working on a summer trip, but it is not confirmed yet. 

Festival:  Jim and Missy Fox are working with Frank Mullaney to get in contact with the Fairgrounds 

management to see if we can schedule and start planning the 2022 Festival. 

DRC:  Jim and Missy Fox reported that they are working towards a June 26th sale for the DRC.  There 

was much discussion about the best and safest way to do this.   

Old Business: 

2020 Audit:  The committee has the documents from Jim Sugiyama and should have the audit completed 

by the next meeting. 

New Business: 

Member Dues:  We will be charging dues this year.  The membership has been asked to send their dues to 

our PO Box. 

Mailbox key:  It appears that one of the keys to our PO Box has been misplaced.  Rick Kennedy has one 

key.  If it is not found, the Board will vote on getting a replacement key once the cost is known for that. 

Bragging Rights:  There was much discussion about our Bragging Rights contest.  It was decided that 

once someone has won, they cannot win another prize for the next two months. 

In Person Meetings:  The dialogue continued and we are very tentatively considering an outdoors Silent 

Auction kind of program for July or August, but will follow very closely the guidelines set out by the San-

ta Clara County Health Department. 

CFMS Field Trip Co-op:  Dean Welder educated the Board about the CFMS Co-op.  The Board has au-

thorized Dean to gather more information and to approach the Co-op to let them know we are interested in 

joining. 

Program Schedule:  May:  Michele has sent out request for presentations to Howard Heitner and Paul 

Edison.  June and July will be announced when the presenters have been chosen. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM 

Respectfully submitted, Rick Kennedy, SCVGMS Secretary 
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Santa Clara Valley  

Gem and Mineral Society 

P.O. Box 54, San Jose, CA 95103-0054 

Website: www.scvgms.org 

Email: info@scvgms.org 

Phone Number (408) 265-1422 

Like us on Facebook:  

http://www.facebook.com/santaclaravalleygemandmineralsociety 

 An Invitation 

This society is pleased to invite guests to attend general  meetings, study groups, 

and field trips.  General meetings are normally held the fourth Tuesday of every 

month with meet and greet time beginning at 7:15 followed by the meeting at 

7:45 PM at 100 Belwood Gateway (the Cabana Club), Los Gatos, CA 95032. 

Belwood Gateway is just south of Blossom Hill Road between Leigh Avenue and 

Harwood Road. 

The next General Meeting is scheduled for May 25 at 7:30, and the Board 

Meeting is scheduled for May 27 at 7:30.  Both will be held using Zoom. 

  
 Our Society’s Purpose: The inculcation of a love of rocks and minerals by the 

furtherance of members' interests in the earth sciences and by education in all 

facets of related educational activities with the promotion of good fellowship, 

proper ethics, and conduct. 

Our Membership Requirements: Attendance at two general meetings within 

twelve months. This society is a member of the California Federation of         

Mineralogical Societies (CFMS) and is affiliated with the American Federation of 

Mineralogical Societies (AFMS). Our Newsletter, the Breccia, is published ten 

times annually.  The deadline for all articles is the Sunday after the general 

meeting.  The Breccia editor is Jo Borucki who may be contacted by email at  

joborucki@yahoo.com or by phone at (408)245-2881.  The Breccia is proofread 

by Pat Speece.  Exchange bulletins may be sent to Jo Borucki, 1196 Sesame 

Drive, Sunnyvale, CA 94087.  Permission to copy is freely granted to American 

Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) affiliated clubs when proper credit 

is given. 

Study Group Leaders 

For information, please contact the leader listed below. 

Smithies:  Pat Speece 408- 266-4327 pat.speece@comcast.net 

Cabbers:  We need a leader.  Can it be you? 

Rock Tumbling Study Group: David Mosher 

SCVGMS ELECTED OFFICERS 

President:  Michele Smith                (408)374-1897 

Vice President:  Frank Mullaney       (408)691-2656 

Secretary: Rick Kennedy                 (408)529-9690 

Treasurer:  Missy Fox                      (408)356-7711 

Editor: Jo Borucki                            (408)245-2881 

Federation Director: Stephen May   (669)248-3993 

Alternate Fed. Director:  

  Paul Kidman                                   (408)356-4995                     

Board Members at Large 

 Jim Fox                                             (408)356-7711 

Missy Fox                                         (408)356-7711 

 Sonia Dyer                                       (408)629-5735 

 Alan Achor                                       (408)749-0771               

 Cal Hansen                                         (408)394-4642 

Parliamentarian: Dean Welder          (408)353-2675 

 

SCVGMS COMMITTEE HEADS 

 

Bragging Rights Chair: Alan Achor 

Donation Receiving Committee Chairs:    

   Michele Smith and Jim Sugiyama 

Festival Chairpersons 2021: Jim and Missy Fox 

Field Trip Coordinator:  Stephen May 

Founder’s Day Picnic Chairman:  Stephen May 

Founder’s Day Raffle: TBD 

Founder’s Day Bingo: TBD 

Hospitality: Pat and Louis Schuesler 

Installation Dinner: Rick Kennedy, Jim and Missy   

Fox 

Member Displays: Rick Kennedy  

Refreshments: Michele Smith 

Silent Auction: TBD 

Sunshine: Margo Mosher 

Trophies: Frank Mullaney 

Librarian:  Deb Runyan 

Webmaster: TBD 

 

Note:  Some of these committee heads  may 

change.  Michele Smith and Stephen May are 

working to fill all positions. 
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