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SCVGMS Advertising 
How do we draw the general public (our future Rock-

hounds) to our annual show.  There is a one word an-

swer and  it is ADVERTISING. 

 

What type of advertising works the best?  This depends 

on where you are and what year  it is.   Over the years 

we have placed ads in the following locations: the 

Mercury News newspaper, local/regional newspaper, 

movie theaters, and radio stations.  We have also used 

post cards, street banners, quarter-page fliers, business 

cards, yard signs, and car signs for advertising. We also 

collected email addresses for internet advertising, and 

added an area for people to sign up on our club web-

site for club email blasts. 

 

The history of club advertising is as follows.  What first 

got me interested in the club and shows was an ad in 

the Mercury News; this was the preferred method of 

advertising for many years.  The next thing that was 

added to the advertising budget was yard signs.  This 

worked for a number of years.   

 

When the club was doing their first federation show, the 

show committee figured we needed some professional 

help on advertising. So, we contacted an advertising 

agency and found they were really expensive, but we 

did get some valuable information.  They informed us 

that the best advertising we could use was post cards.  

This worked for quite a few of years.   

 

Then it got to the point where regardless of what we 

tried the numbers of attendees at the show kept de-

clining or just staying the same.  We downsized the 

show from the Expo Hall to the Pavilion Building then 

to the Gateway Hall.   

 

Then we had a young lady, June Harris, join the club 

and get involved in the club and show. She had a 

unique idea.  Her idea was invite scouts to earn the 

geology-based achievements at our show in a Kids 

Area. This started a new type of advertising which 

focued on getting the information out to the local 

Scout units.   
 

With the addition of the Kids Area to the show, we 

needed to have an area on the website that al-

lowed visitors to sign up for club information and ask 

questions. This was the beginning of internet advert-

ing.  We also added Radio commercials on a num-

ber of different stations, including having a DJ broad-

cast his show from our show one year.   
 

Then the Society decided to do another Federation 

show in 2009.  This really put the pressure on the Soci-

ety to do a great job of advertising.  We decided to 

try some new and radical Ideas, while staying with 

the old tried and true forms of advertising.  One radi-

cal idea was advertising in movie theaters, on the 

screen prior the movie.  We also had a poster and 

fliers for people to pick up in the lobby of the theater. 

Another radical idea was placing window signs on 

cars.  What a concept. A moving, commuting bill-

board. Worked well and many people commented 

on the great idea.  

continued on page 2 
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Then came the business cards. We had mass pro-

duced quarter-page show flyers for many years.  

These were an expensive method of advertising and 

one that was used almost exclusively at other club 

shows and were given out by our show dealers to their 

regular customers. However, they were not used 

much by club members to give to their acquaintan-

ces and friends. We needed to reach these friends 

and acquaintances as well as the general public. So, 

the idea of using business cards was tossed around.  

These were much cheaper than the flyers and could 

easily replace our expensive quarter-page fliers in 

every aspect. The best part was that people could 

carry them in their billfold and purse, and hand them 

our when they went to the bank, grocery store, post 

office, etc.   
 

Last year, another young lady in the club, Jacquelyn 

Calderon said we needed to add the METRO to our 

advertising budget. She said the METRO is the place 

to go for people to find new and unique things to do.  

Wow! What a concept. This idea combines magazine 

advertising with advertising on the internet. 
 

So what do we do moving forward.  This year we are 

expanding our use of the METRO with more internet 

options and longer ad times.  We will also continue  

car signs, banners at the fairgrounds two weeks be-

fore the show, business cards, and radio advertising.  

Also, we are continuing our Kids Area and all the ad-

vertising that goes along with that. We are discontinu-

ing our theater ads because there is no way to meas-

ure their effectiveness. We discontinued the street 

banners throughout the city for the same reason, sev-

eral years ago. 

 

If you have an idea for advertising or how to improve 

the show, please let us know.  It is only through new 

ideas that we can continue to attract new people to 

our show and organization.  Your help and ideas are 

crucial to our success. 

 

Next show meeting is September 

12th at Randy and June Harris’ 

home, 107 Dell Way, Scotts Val-

ley, at 7:30 PM. Everyone is wel-

come to attend and share ideas.  
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Sunshine 
 

Randy and June Harris have a new addition to their 

family.   Another grandson was born in July.   

 

If you know of a society member who has been or is 

ill, had a death in the family, or has had a great 

event happen in their life, please contact Margo 

Mosher with the news.  Margo’s phone number is 

(408) 578-2841, or email her at  

margomosher@yahoo.com. 

“Show and Tell” Members’ Display  
by David Marshall 
 

Frank Mullaney brought pictures taken at the 

July CFMS show of the case that won the 

Ruth Bailey Award, and Lyndell Fong receiv-

ing the Ruth Bailey Award for her beautiful 

case. This was the very first year presentation 

of the award honoring Ruth's lifelong service 

in our club, as well as at the state (CFMS) 

and national (AFMS) level. Frank and Randy 

Harris  represented our club as judges, along 

with a CFMS judge in the selection for this 

award. Frank and Rick Kennedy awarded 

the trophy to Lyndell at the Saturday evening 

CFMS banquet. Well done. 

Frank also had a pictures of the stunning 

piece that won the Choate Jewelry Award, 

as well as Cheri George, the creator of the 

beautiful necklace. 

During these wonderful summer days, what 

are you working on, what are you collecting, 

what are you creating? Bring in those pro-

jects to let others see what is possible. For our 

August meeting, members with the last 

names that start with P, Q, or R are requested 

to bring something to share during Member 

Displays. Anyone else may bring something 

that interests them to display as well. 

SCVGMS FUTURE  

ROCKHOUNDS NEED YOUR 

HELP! 
 

YOU CAN BE THEIR HERO! 
 

Sharon Updyke, our fearless Junior leader, has had 

to resign from leading the Junior Group.  Your help 

is needed to keep this group going.  
 

The Juniors are an energetic group. Several of 

their members have received awards for the arti-

cles they have written for the Breccia.  Also, they 

are in the middle of several badges. 
  

The group can be led by one adult or a group of 

adults.  Don’t think you know enough to do this? 

There is a manual with everything you need to 

make this group work. You can visit the AFMS 

website and look under the Kids Corner section.  

The manual is an attachment at the bottom left 

side of the page.  It is a 223 page book with lots of 

detailed ideas and projects for each badge.  We 

also have some very kid friendly people who can 

help with some of the badges.   
 

Interested, contact Frank Mullaney, 408-691-2656. 

Recent New Members 
 

Phillip Tomac– He is interested 

in cutting and polishing, and 

field trips.  

Darlene Barrick– She is inter-

ested in cutting and polishing, 

faceting, and field trips.  

James Barrick– He is interested 

in cutting and polishing, facet-

ing, and field trips.   
 

For Free Online Topographical 

Maps 
http://

woodtrekker.blogspot.com/2012/05/

wilderness-navigation-obtaining-

free.html  

http://woodtrekker.blogspot.com/2012/05/wilderness-navigation-obtaining-free.html
http://woodtrekker.blogspot.com/2012/05/wilderness-navigation-obtaining-free.html
http://woodtrekker.blogspot.com/2012/05/wilderness-navigation-obtaining-free.html
http://woodtrekker.blogspot.com/2012/05/wilderness-navigation-obtaining-free.html
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August  

meeting  

social 

“Everybody’s birthday” 
 

Come have birthday 

cake and drinks.  
 

August 27th at 6:30 PM 

at the Belwood Cabana 

Club, 100 Belwood Gate-

way, Los Gatos. 
 

Meeting immediately  

following the social.   

New Membership  

Directories are available  

from our secretary,  

RK Owen.  Pick one up  

at our next meeting.  
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Rockhound of the Month 

for the month of July was  

Chuck Boblenz 

For his dedication to working hard 

to make the society a great suc-

cess, and keeping our books 

straight.  

Congratulations, Chuck! 

Faceters 
 

To learn the art of faceting, please 

call Max Casey to make an appoint-

ment. Max’s phone number is        

(408) 227-0526. He can answer your questions and 

give you more information about this topic.  

We meet the second Monday of each month, 7 to 

10pm as usual.  If there is interest, we meet the 

Tuesday of the following week also. Here 'tis: 

August  12 and 20       September 9 and17 

October 14 and 22        November 11 and 19 

December  9 and 17 

 

If we need to cancel a date, we will send out an 

email as soon as possible.  If you would like to be on 

our Smithies email list, please let me know. 

Email:  pat.speece@comcast.net  

 

Though we have equipment and materials for your 

use, you are welcome to bring your own.  

Cutaways 
by Randy Harris 

 

The next meeting for the Cut-

aways is September14th at my home.  Please 

call to confirm and for directions, (831) 438-

5150. Everyone is welcome. Come and cut 

and shape a rock. $5.00 shop fee. 

 

August  

meeting program 
 

David and Kris Lowe’s 

trip to Morocco, part 2. 

mailto:pat.speece@sbcglobal.net
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Play Day  
September 7th - 9AM – 3 PM 

Lunch will be provided 
at the Belwood Cabana Clubhouse, 

100 Belwood Gateway, Los Gatos.   
 

What is a Play Day?  
Well, SCVGMS hosts several days per year to 

work on special projects for our annual 

show.  All of the projects help promote the 

show in one way or another. All of the jobs 

are necessary for a successful show.  We will 

have everything you need to complete the 

project.  All of the jobs are simple to do.  
 

These days are a great way for members & 

guests to get to know each other better.    
 

If you can help with the day, please let June 

Harris know so we will have enough food for 

lunch for everyone who participates. You 

can contact June at , (831) 438-5150 or  

juneconeyharris@yahoo.com  
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Field Trip Schedule 
  For more information about field trips,  

please contact Dean Welder at  

fieldtrips@scvgms.org 
 

 

August 16-18 to Greenhorn Mountains, CA for rose 

quartz, epidote, garnet, tungsten ore. CFMS South Trip.  
 

 

August 31-September 1 to Lakeview, OR  for sunstones.  
 

 

September 13-16 to Black Rock Desert for Christmas jas-

per, black rock agate, obsidian, and petrified wood.  
 

 

September 14  to Area 54 off of Highway 5 (south of Los 

Banos) for jasper, agate, jade, serpentine, Blue G and 

chocolate magnesite. 

 

September 28 NBFT Fall meeting.  Information on page 7. 

 

September 29 to San Benito County for geological tour.  

2013 SCVGMS  

Calendar 

August 20th Smithies workshop from 7-

10PM at Pat Speece’s home. 
 

August 27th  General meeting at 7:45 

PM.  
 

August 29th Board meeting at 7:30 PM 

location to be determined.  
 

September 7th Play Day at the Cabana 

Club from 9AM to 3 PM.  
 

September 9th Smithies workshop from 7

-10PM at Pat Speece’s home. 
 

September 12th Show meeting at 7:30 

PM at Randy and June Harris’ home.  
 

September 14th Cutaways meeting 

from 9AM to noon at Randy Harris’ 

home.  
 

September 17th Smithies workshop from 

7-10PM at Pat Speece’s home. 
 

September 24th  General meeting at 

7:45 PM.  
 

September 26th  Board meeting at 7:30 

PM at Rick Kennedy’s home.  
 

October 12th Cutaways meeting from 

9AM to noon at Randy Harris’ home.  
 

October 14th Smithies workshop from 7-

10PM at Pat Speece’s home. 
 

October 22nd Smithies workshop from 7-

10PM at Pat Speece’s home. 
 

 

October 22nd  General meeting at 7:45 

PM.  
 

October 24th  Board meeting at 7:30 

PM at David Lowe’s home.  
 

November 9th Cutaways meeting from 

9AM to noon at Randy Harris’ home.  
 

November 26th  General meeting at 

7:45 PM.  
 

December 3rd Installation Dinner at 7 

PM at the Cabana Club.  Reserve your 

spot today.  Form on page 11. 
 

December 5th Board meeting at 7:30 
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August 24 - 25: SAN FRANCISCO, CA, San Francisco 

Gem & Mineral Society, SF County Fair Building, 

Golden Gate Park, 9th Avenue & Lincoln Way, Hours: 

Sat. 10 - 6; Sun. 10 - 5, Contact: Ellen Nott,  

Email: ellen_nott@yahoo.com,  

Website: www.sfgemshow.org                          

August 30 - September 2: FORT BRAGG, CA, Mendo-

cino Coast Gem & Mineral Society, Town Hall, Corner 

of Main & Laurel, Hours: Fri-Sun 10 - 6; Mon 10 - 4, Con-

tact: Jerry Sommer, (707) 937-1833,                                                 

September 7 - 8: DOWNEY, CA, Delvers Gem & Min-

eral Society, Women's Club of Downey, 9813 Para-

mount Blvd., Hours: Sat 9 - 5; Sun 10 - 4, Contact: 

Nancy Bird (562) 697-0636, (562) 5876-5529 cell,  

Email: nancyjbird@verizon.net 

September 21 - 22: CHICO, CA, Feather River Lapi-

dary & Mineral Society, Oroville, Silver Dollar Fair-

grounds, 2357 Fair Street, Hours: Sat 9 - 5; Sun 9 - 4, 

John Scott, (530) 343-3491,  

Email: jweazel@sbcglobal.net  

Website: www.featherriverrocks.com     

September 21 - 22: REDWOOD CITY, CA, Sequoia 

Gem & Mineral Society, Community Activities Build-

ing, 1400 Roosevelt Avenue, Hours: 10 - 5 daily, Con-

tact: Preston Bingham,(650)368-6351, 

Email:preston.bingham@att.net   

Website: http://sgms.driftmine.com 

September 28 - 29: LODI, CA, Stockton Lapidary & 

Mineral Club, Lodi Grape Festival Grounds, 413 East 

Lockford Street, Hours: 10 - 5 daily, Contact: Jerold 

Kyle, (209) 368-9411, Email: jeroldkyle@yahoo.com , 

Website: www.stocktonlapidary.com  

September 28 - 29: MONTEREY, CA, Carmel Valley 

Gem & Mineral Society, Monterey Fairgrounds, 2004 

Fairgrounds Road, Hours: Sat 10 - 6; Sun 10 - 5, Con-

tact: Janis Rovetti, (831) 372-1311, Email: 

janis12@sbcglobal.net Website: www.cvgms.org  

September 28 - 29: SANTA ROSA, CA, Santa Rosa Min-

eral & Gem Society, Wells Fargo Center for the Art, 50 

Mark West Springs Road, Hours: Sat. 10 - 6: Sun 10 - 5, 

Jolene Coon, (707) 849-9551, Email: 

Jolene@SRMGS.org, Website: www.srmgs.org                                                           

October 2 - 6: JOSHUA TREE, CA, Hi-Desert Rock-

hounds of Moronga Valley, Yucca Valley, Sportsman's 

Club of Joshua Tree, 6225 Sunburst Street, Hours: 9 - 6 

daily, Contact: Judy & Roger Thompson, (760) 902-

5340, Email: HiDesertRockhounds@gmail.com            

Website: http://www.jtsportsmansclub.com/gem.html 

October 5 - 6: BORON, CA, Mojave Mineralogical So-

ciety, Boron Community Building, South End of Boron 

Avenue, Hours: Sat 9 - 5; Sat, Sun 9 - 4, Contact: Steve 

Breckenridge, (760) 559-0872, 

Email:Rock5b@starband.net 

October 6: FALLBROOK, CA, Fallbrook Gem & Mineral 

Facility, 123 West Alvarado Street, Hours: 10 - 4, Con-

tact: Angela Hicks, (760) 728-1130, Email: 

fgms@sbcglobal.net, Website: www.fgms.org  

October 19 - 20: PLACERVILLE, CA, El Dorado County 

Mineral & Gem Society, El Dorado County Fairgrounds, 

100 Placerville Drive, Hours: 10 - 5 daily, Contact: Arlene 

Williams, (530) 676-2472, Email: 

info@rockandgemshow.org,  

Show Website: www.rockandgemshow.org,  

Club Website: www.eldoradomineralandgem.org       

October 19 - 20: WHITTIER, CA, Whittier Gem & Mineral 

Society, Whittier Community Center, 7630 Washington 

Blvd (corner of Mar Vista & Washington), Hours: 10 - 5 

daily, Marcia Goetz (626) 260-7239 

Email: joemar1@verizon.net  

October 26 - 27: LOS ALTOS, CA, Peninsula Gem & Ge-

ology Society, Civic Center/Youth Center, One San An-

tonio Road, Hours: 10 - 5 daily, Contact: Steve Jobe, 

(408) 834-5384, Email: steve_jobe@sbcglobal.net, Web-

site: www.pggs.org 

November 2 - 3: RIDGECREST, CA, Indian Wells Gem & 

Mineral Society, Desert Empire Fairgrounds, 520 West 

Richmond Road, Hours: 9 - 5 daily, Contacts: John 

DeRosa, (760) 375-7905; Vickie Black, (760) 371-4416, 

Website: www.indianwells.weebly.com               

November 16 - 17: OXNARD, CA, Oxnard Gem & Min-

eral Society, Oxnard Performing Arts Center, 164 Sea-

spray Way, Hours: Sat. 9 - 5; Sun. 10 - 4,  

Contact: Brett Johnson, (805) 822-3836, Email: 

show_info@oxnardgem.com  

Website: www.oxnardgem.com                                    

November 9 - 10: SACRAMENTO, CA, Sacramento Min-

eral Society, Scottish Rite Temple, 6151 H Street, Hours: 

Sat 9 - 5; Sun 9 - 4, Contact: Joe Shook, (916) 224-7248, 

Email: joeshook08@gmail.com  

Website: www.sacramentomineralsociety.org                   

November 23 - 24: LIVERMORE, CA, Livermore Valley 

Lithophiles, The Lithorama, 3131 Pacific Avenue, off So. 

Livermore Ave, Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4, Contact: 

Lee Davisson, (925) 371-0699, Email: 

linfo@lithophiles.com   WebSite: www.lithophiles.com 

January 18 - 19: EXETER, CA, Tule Gem & Mineral Soci-

ety, Visalia, Exeter Veterans Memorial Building, Highway 

65, 324 N Kaweah Avenue, Hours: Sat 10 - 5; Sun 10 - 4, 

Contact: Pepper Okada, (559) 733-5842, Email: Pep-

perok@clearwire.net, Website: www.tulegem.org 

Let’s visit a show  

CFMS Club Show Calendar 
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Bragging Rights Results,  

Changes to the Contest,  

and Next Month’s Theme. 
 

Bragging Right contest theme for the month of 

August is a special effect, like asterism, chatoy-

ancy, iridescence, fluorescence or pleochroism.  
 

Changes to the contest– We will be only doing 

the judged portion of the contest several times 

per year.  We only have a limited number of peo-

ple who feel qualified or adequate to be judges 

and it places a burden on those people and the 

people running the contest to fill these positions. 

So, there we are cutting back.  If anyone would 

like to have more judged entries, please see 

June Harris. For August there will only be 

’People’s Choice’ for both adults and juniors.   
 

Adults can enter  the People’s choice category 

this month. You can enter something you made 

or improved, or something you have purchased.  

A prize will be given at the next meeting to the 

winner of the contest.  Winner will be announced 

in the next Breccia.   
 

Juniors can enter in just the Junior’s people’s 

choice category.  The Juniors entries will be on a 

different table and voting will be need to be 

done by the  beginning of the meeting.   
 

July Winners:  

 Pat Speece was the winner of the Judged 

portion of the Bragging Right contest.  
 

 Joan Schramm was the winner of the Peo-

ple’s Choice portion of the Bragging Rights con-

test.  
 

 Chase Tomac was the winner of the Junior 

Bragging Rights contest.     

NORTH BAY FIELD TRIPS 

FALL MEETING  
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2013 

 

HOST:  GARAGE GRINDERS 

LOCATION:  GV CELLARS 

ADDRESS: 1635 Mason Road, Fairfield, CA 94534 

SCOTT PARADIS CELL 707-330-1038 

DIRECTIONS  

 

From 680 North (Walnut Creek) 

Take 680 North towards Sacramento 

Exit Cordelia/Green Valley Road right onto Central Way 

Turn Right on Cordelia Road 

Turn Right on Lopes Road (Turns into Green Valley Rd.) 

Continue on Green Valley Road 

Turn Left on Mason Road 

  

From I-80 East (San Francisco/Berkeley) 

Exit Green Valley Road 

Turn Left at light onto Green Valley Road 

Turn Left on Mason Road 

 

PARKING: PARK ALONG THE ROAD OUTSIDE 

THE FENCE. 

BRING: Field trip flyers, silent auction items, potluck 

dish for lunch. 

NO KITCHEN FACILITIES!  

SCHEDULE: Doors open at 9:00 a.m. (maybe 8:30), 

meeting begins at 9:30 a.m. 

MEETING will be held out on the patio. This is a working 

winery and they will be in the middle of the crush, so we 

will have some noise. 

There will be wine tasting after the meeting. Tasting is 

$10 per person, which is waived with the purchase of a 

bottle of wine. (They have very good wine!) 

 

Special Effects Definitions and Examples for the Bragging Rights Contest 
 

Asterism– A star shaped reflection or illumination in a polished rock or stone, like a star garnet, sap-

phire or rubies.  

Chatoyancy-  “Cat’s eye” effect.  An example could be tigereye or tigeriron.  

Iridescence– a rainbow-like play of color. An example could be opal, labradorite, or fire opal. 

Fluorescence– reflects a different color under a short wave or long wave ultraviolet light. An exam-

ple might be calcite, rubies, emeralds, zircons, or scheelite.   

Pleochroism- the property of certain crystals of exhibiting different colors when viewed from different 

directions under transmitted light. An example could be tourmaline, topaz, benitoite, amethyst, 

beryl, or aquamarine.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asterism_%28gemmology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chatoyancy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chatoyancy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iridescence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pleochroism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pleochroism
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2014 SCVGMS annual show 
by June Harris 

 
I’m sure that everyone knows that our society 

has a show each and every year.  What many 

of you may not realize is the amount of work in-

volved with producing and promoting this 

event.  Just the actual show - setup to tear 

down (4 days only)- takes well over the 1400 

man hours to cover each and every aspect of 

the show.  We have approximately 140 mem-

bers so the math says that we need every single 

member to donate ten hours each for the week-

end of the show.   

 

SCVGMS is very fortunate to have a core group 

of people who are extremely dedicated to mak-

ing sure our annual show happens each and 

every year.  Unfortunately, we have had two of 

those ultra-dedicated people pass away in the 

last few months.  There are some big holes in our 

show committee and the remaining core group 

will not be able to continue the show without 

some of our other members stepping up to help.  

Additionally, if anything should happen to an-

other show committee member, the show could 

potentially fold or be severely hampered.   

 
What can you do to help with the show?  

1. Choose a show committee position that 

sounds interesting to you and either appren-

tice that position or, if there is an opening, 

take on that position.  We will make sure that 

there is someone who can help you and 

help answer your questions.  Most of the cur-

rent open positions, do not need a great 

deal of time to complete.  Some are exclu-

sively done at the show and some are exclu-

sively done prior to the show.  Some jobs are 

a combination of both at the show and be-

fore the show. Most jobs can be done by a 

single individual or by two people who share 

the position.  We are nothing if not flexible 

about how the job is done as long as it gets 

done and is works well with the rest of the 

committee.  That being said, some jobs must 

be completed before other people can do 

their jobs, so coordination and working on a 

time schedule is important for some positions.  

2. Plan to spend the annual show weekend at 

the show helping with one of the many jobs 

that need continuous manning. 

3. Attend a Play Day and help with an ongoing 

project(s).  It’s a great place to get to know 

some other members.  

4. Attend a show meeting and find out more 

about the job that needs a volunteer to over-

see or do. Next show meeting September 12th 

at Randy and June’s home.  

 

Below is the current show committee.  If you have 

questions about a particular job or can help with 

part of a particular job, please let Frank Mullaney 

or Randy and June Harris know.  We can also an-

swer questions on just about all of the jobs.  
 

Show Chairman: Frank Mullaney—408-691-2656 

Dealer Chairman: Randy Harris  831-438-5150 

Hospitality: OPEN 

Ticket sales: Jacquelyn Calderon 

Demonstrators: Bill Simpson 

Kids Area: June Harris  831-438-5150 

Scholarship booth: Michael Paone  

Door Prizes: OPEN 

Show building layout: Randy Harris  

Set-up/Teardown chairman: OPEN 

Trailer logistics: Herb Vogel  

Sign design and construction: Frank Mullaney  

Mementos: Frank Mullaney  

Advertising Chairman: OPEN 

Advertising assistant: OPEN 

Breakroom/Lunch: OPEN 

Security: Matt Wood 

Paper program: OPEN 

Show Name Tags: David Marshall 

Exhibits: OPEN 

Sign Placement: OPEN 
Trailer Management-Teardown 

 1. Case Trailer: OPEN 

 2. General Trailer: OPEN 

Fluorescent Mineral Exhibit: OPEN 
Special speakers/exhibitors: Frank Mullaney 
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Rx For Attracting New Members 
by Ed Pederson 
via The Tumbler, 2/2013; via The Clackamette Gem, 

1/13; via Rocky Mountain Federation News, 12/12; 

via The Ammonite, 11/12; from VGMS Rockhound 

4/06. 

 

Two trends are prevalent in nearly every 

club; declining numbers and increasing 

age. Part of this decline is due to a 

‘passing fad” (those with marginal interest 

drop out). Another part of the decline is 

sue to “burn out” and some is due to mem-

bers and/or clubs “getting in a rut” and 

dropping or de-emphasizing activities that 

attract new members. To understand how 

the interests affect the type of new mem-

bers acquired, we need to look at some 

generalizations about our hobby.  The fol-

lowing statements are gross oversimplifica-

tions based on perceived attitudes of rock-

hounds by the general public.  

 Mineral collecting is only for people with 

money.  

 Lapidary work is only a part of rock-

hounding that you don’t need a col-

lege degree for (the “I’m not smart 

enough to collect minerals or fossils’ 

syndrome).  

 Lapidary work, especially faceting, 

takes a lot of expensive equipment and 

space.  

 You have to be retired to have enough 

time to cut and polish rocks. (The most 

nearly true) 

 

The net result of these attitudes is that 

many individuals who might be prospec-

tive club members are scared off. Combin-

ing this with a club structure and activities 

schedule determined by a club leadership 

compose mostly of old members (those 

willing to work and have the time) further 

reduces the chances of attracting new 

members.  According to my unofficial sur-

vey, the valuable and desirable new 

members are young adults and middle 

age adults (ages 20-50). If this is true, a 

club effort to target these individuals is re-

quired.  

 

What factors are important to these indi-

viduals?  

 A wide range of hobby activities 

(minerals, fossils, lapidary, and opportu-

nity to learn (study groups), classes 

field trips,, etc.; club meeting programs 

that are diverse and interesting.  

 Club meeting times that fit the sched-

ule of working people, especially those 

with smaller children.  

 A minimum of work requirement  

 A maximum of field trips and other 

“exciting events”  

 A minimum of club business con-

ducted at meetings. Member come to 

visit and see the program, not hear 

something they can read in a newslet-

ter.  

 A strong emphasis on “show and tell” 

at meetings– display tables for the be-

fore and after meeting discussion.  

 

What are the best sources of new mem-

bers of all ages? 

 Club shows 

 Offering classes or study group to the 

local community (senior centers, rec-

reation agencies, parks and recreation 

districts).  

 Word of mouth 

 Displays at schools, libraries, museums, 

and visitors centers. What about youth 

groups? Youth groups are a very 

worthwhile and satisfying activity but 

will not contribute members. The youth 

members are a by-product of adults 

bringing their kids. Not the other way 

around.  
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 Each year we have elections.  To do that, we have three people from the Board and 
general membership put together a slate of proposed officers.   To get this slate, the nominat-
ing committee must ask other members to run for offices.  
 If they know ahead of time who would be willing to run for a particular (or any) office, 
AND who wouldn’t or couldn’t accept any position for the following year, their job is made 
much simpler.  Please call Frank Mullaney for further information (408) 691-2656.  Please note 
that many positions can be filled by members with little to no experience, and mentoring is 
available to anyone who would like to take on a position but is unsure as to how to do the job. 
In this issue of the Breccia, all of the board and committee positions are briefly outlined.  
 Please fill out this sheet to indicate what offices and or committee you are willing to fill, 
turn it in at the next general meeting, or mail it to Frank Mullaney, 5705 Begonia Dr., San Jose, 
CA 95124.  If you live out of state, you don’t need to do this.  
 

Your Name _____________________________ 
 
Your Phone Number_________________________ 

Board of Directors and Positions  
(elected by the membership) 

___ President 
___ Vice President 

___ Secretary 
___ Treasurer 

___ Editor 
___ Federation Director 

___ Alternate Fed. Director 

___ Board Member  (need 5) 
___ Parliamentarian (non-voting) 

___ Historian (non-voting) 
 

___ Unable to accept a board  
 position at this time. 

Other ways to contribute: 
___ Be a greeter at meetings 

___ Give a program to adults or juniors 
___ Write Articles for the Breccia 

___ Give a demonstration at the show 
___ Lead a study group 

___ Take on a lead position on the show 
committee 

___ Help on a committee(s) (Please 

 name committee(s) below) 

Committee Chairpersons  
(selected by the President)   

Co-chairpersons are welcome. 
___ Donation Receiving Committee 

___ Field Trips 
___ Financial Advisory Committee (FAC) 

___ Founder’s Day Picnic 
___ Hospitality 

___ Juniors 

___ Installation Dinner 
___ Librarian 

___ Programs 
___ Member Displays 

___ Public Lands Access (PLAC) 
___ Refreshments 

___ Sergeant-at-Arms 
___ Secret Auction 

___ Silent Auction 
___ Social Activities 

___ Sunshine 
___ Show Chair (2015) 

___ Vice Custodian (Trailers) 
___ Trophy Chair 

___ Unable to accept a committee chair  

 position at this time 
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Dinner will be buffet style with the following: 
 
 Entrees:  Rotisserie Chicken 
   Mushroom Pesto Penne 
   Artichoke Chicken Fusilli 
 Salad: Romaine Gorgonzola Salad  
 Vegetable: Mixed Grilled Vegetables 
 Side:  Homemade honey wheat bread and butter 
 Dessert: Caramel apple bread pudding 

 
Name: ____________________________   Phone # :__________________________ 
 
Number of adults     ____  X $10.00 =___________  
Number of children under 12         ____  X $  5.00  =___________ 
 
Please make checks payable to: Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
(SCVGMS)  
 
Mail this form and your payment to:  
Rick Kennedy, 65 Washington St.#264, Santa Clara, CA 95050 

Reservation Form for Installation Dinner 

Installation Dinner 2013 
Date: Tuesday, December 3, 2013 

Dinner is at 7:00 PM 
Place: Cabana Club, 100 Belwood Gateway, Los Gatos 

Deadline for reservations: November 26, 2013 
Cost: $10.00 per adult, $5.00 per child under 12 
Please bring an unwrapped gift for a boy or girl 

 to donate to Toys for Tots.  
Return your reservation form to:  

Rick Kennedy, 65 Washington St. #264,  
Santa Clara, CA 95050 

Sign up early, there is only room for 60 attendees. 
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National Forest Land Use Plans 
by Dick Pankey, PLAC North Committee, via CFMS newsletter, August 2013 

 

One of the most important things that a rock hound can do to secure the future access and use of our public 

lands is to participate in all aspects of the Land Use Planning process. The Sequoia, Sierra, and Inyo National 

Forests have started the “Scoping Phase” of the planning process for the forests. This is the easiest phase to get 

involved with and it is the easiest phase for us to have the most effect. Over the next few years all National For-

ests and BLM Districts in California will be developing new Land Use Plans and we need to participate to insure 

our access and use.  

 

Unlike the anti-access organizations, we the rock hounds , are not well funded nor do we have an organiza-

tion behind us to attend meetings, send letters and emails, study maps and proposals and all the other things 

needed to affectively participate in the Land Use Planning process. No, if we want to preserve what we have, 

we have to do the job ourselves. We have to be involved; we are the ones that need to attend the meetings, 

send the letters and emails, study the maps and proposals and all the other things that need to be done.  

  

 However, because we are the California Federation of Mineralogical Societies we do have an organi-

zation that can help us do what needs to be done. The Public Lands Advisory Committee-North and South 

serve the function of communication to our societies and members who can then do what needs to be done. 

But we need someone to communicate to. Our societies need to have their own PLAC person to facilitate the 

flow of information to and from the society and the Federation. Each society needs a PLAC person to commu-

nicate to the members and help organize the effort to participate in the planning process. The need is now. 

The time to build our team is now. We need people throughout California, throughout the Federation, to join 

this team and save our access and use of our National Forest and our BLM lands. To get things started I pro-

pose that each CFMS society, at the very least, start the discussion on how their society can be involved in the 

future. Realistically, I am not expecting that in 6t months we will have a PLAC person in each society and that 

we will have hundreds of members throughout California attending meetings and sending letters and emails, 

but I do hope (and expect) that a few societies , a few people, will rise to this challenge and be active in the 

land use planning process and that they will be involved in our future.   

 
 

Junior Activities by Jim Brace-Thompson 

Take Juniors on a Field Trip– But Don’t Leave Them Behind 
via CFMS newsletter, August 2013  

 

 In most parts of the country, summer is field trip season. Here in California, though, particularly in the 

central valley and deserts, it’s heat season and, as they say, “ Only Mad Dogs and Englishmen Go Out in the 

Noon Day Sun”. But with the milder temperature of fall not far off, start planning now for field trips for your 

club’s juniors or consider CFMS sponsored trips that are coming up. It hooked me on this hobby as a child, and 

field trips left many a fond memory for my own kids, such as the time we inadvertently left Hannah behind in 

the gas station bathroom at Quartzsite, or when Alex put his foot through a thin crust and nearly plummeted 

down a 50-foot sink hole. Ah...the good times! 

 But you don’t need to wait for fall. We have milder weather in the mountains and plenty of shoreline 

offering pleasant ocean breezes. In fact, a combined rock hounding/beach trip is the perfect combination for 

kids. Ismael Sanchez has long made a Cambria area beach trip an annual event for the Bakersfield Mineral 

Mites. In addition to rock hounding, the kids enjoy camping, body surfing, and boogie boards, and other fun 

beach activities. Along the California shore are any number of places listed in gem trials guidebooks, such as 

Patrick’s Point for beach agate, Agate Beach in Bolinas, Jade Cove and Willow Creek with their abundance 

of serpentine and jade. Limekiln with red jasper pebbles that take a great shine and the occasional rhodonite, 

Jalama Beach for root beer agate, Cambria with its famous moonstone beach pebbles, Palos Verde for bar-

ite crystals, and more.  

 So if you haven’t yet done so, think about, and , start planning a field trip adventure specifically 

geared to your club’s junior members and include fun activities beyond rock hounding. Just don’t drive off 

while they’re still in the gas station bathroom at Quartzsite.   
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 "Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" 

 
A new book for beginning to advanced jewelers 

now available in print and e-book editions. 

 

These practical tips from a studio jeweler and class-

room teacher include 101 useful ways to improve 

skills and work smarter at the bench - tricks of the 

trade for improving quality and saving time. The 

book is filled with tips to improve soldering, ways to 

avoid hazards, suggestions on how to make your 

own equipment, plus over 80 close-up photos to il-

lustrate the methods. 

 

"Bench Tips" is available from Amazon and Barnes & 

Noble as a 96 page paperback or as an e-book for 

the Kindle or the Nook. 

 

Print Edition  - www.amazon.com/dp/0988285800/ 

Print Edition - www.bn.com/w/?ean=9780988285804 

Kindle edition - www.amazon.com/dp/B00A5ELDRU 

Nook edition  - www.bn.com/w/?

ean=2940015848915  

http://www.amazon.com/dp/0988285800/
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00A5ELDRU
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SCVGMS Board Meeting - July 25, 2013 
The meeting was called to order at 7:32pm at the home of Bill Simpson, 
Meeting was concluded at 9:23pm . 
Board meeting notes were submitted by Secr. R.K. Owen. 

Roll Call: 

The following board members were present: Pres. Frank Mullaney, Secr. R.K. Owen, Treas. Chuck Boblenz, Editor 

June Harris, Directors Lisa LaRocca, David Marshall, Michael Paone, Bill Simpson, Hist. Michael Paone, Parl. Dean 
Welder 

The following were absent: VP Rick Kennedy, Alt.Fed.Dir. Randy Harris, Director David Lowe. 

Prior Board Minutes: Read and approved the minutes from the June 27, 2013 board meeting  

(David M, ,Chuck B). 

SCVGMS General Meeting - July 23, 2013 
The meeting was called to order at 7:45pm, 2013 at the Cabana Club. 
Meeting was concluded at 8:57pm . 
Minutes from the May 28, 2013 and June 25, 2013 meetings were approved as printed in the Breccia. 
General meeting notes were submitted by Secr. R.K. Owen. 

Announcements: Members and guests were welcomed.  Reminder of upcoming Board Meeting at Bill Simpson’s 

home. 

New Members: Nancy Garrison 

Awards: Rockhound of the Month for July was awarded to Chuck Boblenz for taking on the treasurer’s role. Braggin’ 

Rights contest winner for June was Michael Paone; the judged winner was Randy Harris.  Braggin’ Rights Junior contest 
winner is Chase Tomac. 

Field Trips (Randy Harris): see online calendar for dates and some details. 

SCVGMS is sponsoring a Sept 29th geology trip. 

Member Displays: See David Marshall’s report in the Breccia. 

Program for the evening: Marion Roberts of the CFMS on the Earth Science Study programs (e.g. Camp Para-

dise and Zzyzx).  Go to the CFMS website (http://www.cfmsinc.org/) and click on ES Camps for more info. 

Correspondence: Sent a donation Thank You and receipt to Owen & Betty Whetzel; paid the post office box re-

newal; received the Dodge & Cox quarterly report, Gem Faire - San Rafael 2013 discount passes, and IRS 990 EZ re-
sponse letter. 

Sunshine: (Please let Margo Mosher of any member news and special events) Julaine Mullaney passed away since 

the last meeting, a moment of silence was observed.  Nancy Boring, a long time librarian for the club, finished her ninth 
round of chemo therapy and a new drug treatment, and is “hanging in there,” and would like to hear from you. 

Study Groups: 

Cutaways and Carvers (Randy Harris): 3 people showed up at the last meeting.  Next meeting on Sept 8th, but call or 

email first. 
Stringers (looking for a leader): 
Smithies (Pat Speece): 2nd Saturday of the month and beginners are welcomed. 
Faceters (Max Casey): call first. 
Mineraleers (looking for a leader): 
Juniors (looking for a leader): If no leader steps forward there won’t be any Juniors program. 

2014 Show (Randy Harris): The annual show accounts for a large portion of the funds receive, there are many jobs 

that need to be filled, and we need fresh ideas and help. 

DRC (Pat Speece): no report. 

Hospitality (Randy Harris): 34 Members and 10 Guests were in attendance. 

Socials (Jaquelyn Calderon): Next month we will be celebrating everyone’s birthday. 

Founder’s Day Picnic (Michael Paone): 

Installation Dinner (Rick Kennedy): menu will be forthcoming. 

Federation Report (Randy Harris): The CFMS is sponsoring a raffle where Diamond Pacific donated a Genie ma-

chine for the Fall CFMS meeting: 1 ticket for $5, 5 fo $20 see Randy or Marion Roberts. 
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New Members: James & Darlene Barrick, Philip Tomac (RKO, Dean W., P) 

Correspondence:  Post Office box receipt, FTB 2011 balance due notice, FTB 2012 notice, Direct TV coupons and Six 

Flags discount passes. 

Treasurer’s Report: Presented by Chuck B. Motion to pay the bills as presented (June H, David M,P). 

Committee Reports: 
Show 2014: A number of various chairman positions were filled and some names were discussed for the remaining.  

A show meeting is proposed for September. 
Field Trips: A proposed geology driving tour led by BLM geologist from near Hollister to the Coalinga area. 
Installation Dinner: Last year there were 40 dinners served.  Motion to accept the same menu as used last year (Michael P, 

Lisa L, P). 

Old Business: 
1. Trailer insurance is ongoing (20130627 OB#1). 
2. Envelopes were printed and delivered (20130627 OB#2). 

3. Discussed the Education Through Sharing CFMS program (20130627 NB#1). 
4. Junior program was discussed (20130627 NB#2). 
5. A club credit card was discussed (20130425 NB#4). 

6. Two new trailer hitch locks were purchased but found to be too large for the holes but will be repurposed. Motion to pur-
chase two hitch tongue locks (RKO, David M, P) (20130627 OB#5). 

7. Discussed a “Continuing Education” program proposal regarding Camp Paradise and Zzyzx(20130627 NB#7). 

New Business: 
1. Via email: Motion to have the secretary pay the club post office bill for the coming year (RKO, Lisa R,P). 
2. The new membership forms should be available, other than with the treasurer, and to have some available at the hospi-

tality table and  the web site, 
3. Discussed the Bragging Right’s portion of the program. 
4. Motion to donate $25 to the American Heart Assoc in memory of the passing of Julaine Mullaney(David M, Bill S, P). 
5. Discussed a replacement for the biannual Silent Auction coordinator. 

6. Discussed a replacement for the Hospitality desk person.  

 

 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society Treasurer’s report 

July 25, 2013 

 

Beginning balance           $21,939.88 

 

Receipts 

 Dues         $325.00 

 Initiation        $  10.00 

 Total receipts       $335.00 

 

Expenditures  

 2013 Founder’s Day picnic expenses    $489.82 

 2013 Founder’s Day picnic expenses    $  14.94 

 July Breccia copying      $  38.28 

 July Breccia postage      $  23.10 

 July meeting refreshments      $  76.69 

 2014 Show– Kids Area      $  75.82 

 Club business envelopes      $  72.83 

 Post office post rental      $  54.00 

 Total expenditures       $845.48 

 

Ending balance           $21.429.40 
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P.O. Box 54, San Jose, CA 95103-0054 
Website: www.scvgms.org 
Email: info@scvgms.org 

Phone Number (408) 265-1422 
Like US on Facebook:  

http://www.facebook.com/scvgms  

Santa Clara Valley  
Gem and Mineral Society  

An Invitation 
 This society is pleased to invite guests to attend general 
meetings, study groups, and field trips.  General meetings are     
normally held the fourth Tuesday of every month at 7:45 PM at   
100 Belwood Gateway (the Cabana Club), Los Gatos, CA 95032.   
Belwood Gateway is just south of Blossom Hill Road between Leigh 
Avenue and Harwood Road. 

 

Our next general meeting will be on August 27, 2013, at the Cabana 
Club, 100 Belwood Gateway, Los Gatos, CA 95032 at 7:45 PM.  
Our next board meeting will be on August 29, 2013, at  TBA home at 
7:30 PM.  

SCVGMS ELECTED OFFICERS 
President:  Frank Mullaney  

   (408) 266-1791  

Vice President:  Rick Kennedy 

   (408) 529-9690 

Secretary: RK Owen 

 (408) 377-5373 

Treasurer: Chuck Boblenz 

 (408) 734-2473 

Editor: June Harris 

   (831) 438-5150 

Federation Director: Randy Harris 

 (831) 438-5150 

Alternate Fed. Director: Open 

Directors: 

      Lisa LaRocca 

     David Lowe        (408) 720-9339 

     David Marshall      (408) 246-7681          

 Michael Paone     (408) 340-3258 

  Bill Simpson       (408) 559-0789 

      

Historian: Michael Paone (408) 340-3258 

Parliamentarian: Dean Welder       

 (408) 353-2675 

SCVGMS COMMITTEE HEADS 
Donation Receiving Committee Chairs: 

 Pat Speece 

Field Trip Committee Coordinator:  

 Dean Welder and Randy Harris 

Founder’s Day Picnic Food:  

         Michael Paone 

Founder’s Day Raffle: OPEN 

Founder’s Day Bingo: Randy Harris 

Hospitality: Louis and Pat Schuesler 

Installation Dinner: Rick Kennedy 

Librarian: Jiang Zheng 

Meeting Setup: Brian and Jill Borders 

Meeting Teardown: Rick Kennedy 

Member Displays: David Marshall 

PLAC (Public Lands Advisory Commit-

tee): Bill Spence 

Program: David Lowe 

Refreshments: Jacquelyn Calderon 

Show 2013: Frank Mullaney,  

 and Randy Harris 

Show 2014:  Frank Mullaney 

Silent Auction: OPEN 

Social: Jacquelyn Calderon 

Sunshine: Margo Mosher 

Trailer Custodian: Herb Vogel 

Trophies: Frank Mullaney 

Webmaster: RK Owen 

 Our Society’s Purpose: The inculcation of a love of rocks and minerals 
by the furtherance of members' interests in the earth sciences and by education in 
all facets of related educational activities with the promotion of good fellowship, 
proper ethics, and conduct. 
 
 Our Membership Requirements: Attendance at two general meetings 
within twelve months. This society is a member of the California Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies (CFMS) and is affiliated with the American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies (AFMS). Dues are $20.00 per year. 
 
 Our Newsletter, the Breccia, is published ten times annually.  The dead-
line for most articles is the Sunday before the regular meeting.  The Breccia Edi-
tor is June Harris who may be contacted by email at juneconeyharris@yahoo.com 
or by phone at (831) 438-5150.  The Breccia is proofread by Randy Harris.     
Exchange bulletins may be sent to June Harris at the following address: 107 Dell 
Way, Scotts Valley, CA 95066 or emailed to her at editor@scvgms.org. Permis-
sion to copy is freely granted to American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
(AFMS) affiliated clubs when proper credit is given.   

 

Study Group Leaders 
For information on a study group, please call the leader(s) listed below 

 

Cutaways   Randy Harris   (831) 438-5150 
 

Facet Cutters  Max Casey  (408) 227-0526 
 

Juniors  Needs a new leader. Check the mirror, is it you? 
 

Smithies  Pat Speece  (408) 266-4327 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/scvgms

