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107 Dell Way 
Scotts Valley, CA 95066 
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P.O. Box 54, San Jose, CA 95103-0054 
Website: www.scvgms.org 
Email: info@scvgms.org 

Phone Number (408) 265-1422 

Santa Clara Valley  
Gem and Mineral Society  

An Invitation 
 This society is pleased to invite guests to attend general 
meetings, study groups, and field trips.  General meetings are nor-
mally held the fourth Tuesday of every month at 7:45 PM at 100 
Belwood Gateway (the Cabana Club), Los Gatos, CA 95032.   
Belwood Gateway is just south of Blossom Hill Road between Leigh 
Avenue and Harwood Road. 

Our next general meeting will be on July 28, 2010, at the Cabana 
Club, 100 Belwood Gateway, Los Gatos, CA 95032 at 7:45 PM.  
 

Our next board meeting will be on July 30, 2010, at the home of  
Ruth Bailey, 2857 Addison Place, Santa Clara, CA 95051, hosted by 
Art and Carol Pimentel at 7:30 PM.  

SCVGMS ELECTED OFFICERS 
President:  Marc Mullaney  

 (408) 691-1584 

Vice President:  Rick Kennedy 

   (408) 529-9690 

Secretary: Randy Harris 

   (831) 438-5150 

Treasurer: Frank Mullaney  

   (408) 266-1791  

Editor: June Harris 

   (831) 438-5150 

Federation Director: Ruth Bailey 

   (408) 248-6195 

Alternate Fed. Director: Michael Paone 

   (408) 340-3258 

Directors: 

     RK Owen        (408) 377-5373 

     Karen Welder      (408) 353-2675 

     Nancy Reineking      (408) 340-3258 

     Art Pimentel      (408) 593-7903 

     Carol Pimentel      (408) 489-4761 

Historian: April Bosworth   (408) 226-6633 

Parliamentarian: Dean Welder       

   (408) 353-2675 

 

SCVGMS COMMITTEE HEADS 
Donation Receiving Committee Chair: 

 George Yamashita 

Field Trip Committee Coordinator:  

 Dean Welder  

Field Trip Committee: Randy Harris,   

Founder’s Day Picnic Food:  

         Michael Paone & Nancy Reineking 

Founder’s Day Raffle: Pat Speece 

Founder’s Day Bingo: OPEN 

Hospitality: Carol Pimentel 

Installation Dinner: OPEN 

Librarian: Jennifer House 

Member Displays: Rick Kennedy 

PLAC (Public Lands Advisory Commit-

tee):  Bill Spence 

Program: OPEN 

Refreshments: Ed Orekar 

Secret Auction: Donation Receiving 

Comm. 

Sergeant-at-arms: OPEN 

Show 2010: Marc Mullaney 

Show 2011: OPEN 

Silent Auction: John Palmieri 

Social: June Harris  

Sunshine: Ernestine Smith 

Trailer Custodian: Herb Vogel 

Trophies: Frank Mullaney 

Webmaster: RK Owen 

 Our Society‟s Purpose: The inculcation of a love of rocks and minerals 
by the furtherance of members' interests in the earth sciences and by education in 
all facets of related educational activities with the promotion of good fellowship, 
proper ethics, and conduct. 
 
 Our Membership Requirements: Attendance at two general meetings 
within twelve months. This society is a member of the California Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies (CFMS) and is affiliated with the American Federation of 
Mineralogical Societies (AFMS). Dues are $20.00 per year. 
 
 Our Newsletter, the Breccia, is published ten times annually.  The dead-
line for most articles is the Sunday before the regular meeting.  The Breccia Edi-
tor is June Harris who may be contacted by email at juneconeyharris@yahoo.com 
or by phone at (831) 438-5150.  The Breccia is proofread by Linda Spencer.  Ruth 
Bailey handles all aspects of mailing. Exchange bulletins may be sent to June 
Harris at the following address: 107 Dell Way, Scotts Valley, CA 95066. Permis-
sion to copy is freely granted to American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 
(AFMS) affiliated clubs when proper credit is given.   

 
Study Group Leaders 

For information on a study group, please call the leader(s) listed below 
 

Cutaways & Carvers John Eichhorn  (408) 749-0523 

 

Facet Cutters  Max Casey  (408) 227-0526 

 

Fossileers  Gail Matthews  (650) 962-9960 

 

Jewelers  Marc Mullaney  (408) 691-1584 

 

Mineraleers  Chuck Boblenz (408) 734-2473 

 

Smithies  Pat Speece  (408) 266-4327 
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Marc’s Memoirs 
 

 July has our Founder's Day picnic on the 

11th. I hope everyone signed up for it in ad-

vance and I hope to see all of you there.   

 Our series on putting in a show case will 

continue this month at the general meeting. 

Our guest speaker is Dick Pankey, and he will 

be speaking about obsidian.  Dick is a very en-

tertaining speaker, and I am sure you will enjoy 

his presentation.   

 Before the July general meeting, we will 

be having a hot dog  and polish sausage 

feed.  The club will be supplying the hot dogs, 

polish sausages, buns, condiments, paper 

goods, and drinks. You are asked to bring a 

side dish or dessert to share with everyone.  

 There is no new 2011 show news, and we 

are going to hold off having any setup meet-

ings until early September.  Thanks to one and 

all for a fun silent auction this past month, and I 

look forward to our next one in  November  

See you at Founder's Day and the July meet-

ing. 

Hot Dog &  

Polish Sausage Feed 
 

When: July 27th 
 

Time: 6:30 PM 
 

Where: Cabana Club 
 

What should you bring: a side dish or 

dessert to share 
 

What the club is providing: hot dogs, 

polish sausages, buns, condiments, chili, 

drinks, and paper goods.  

 
Come meet someone new, and come 

renew some old friendships.  



Member displays by Rick Kennedy 
 

 There were no displays for the month of June 

because of the silent auction.  For July, members 

with the last names that start with L or M are          

requested to bring something to share at Member’s 

display time.  
 

Sunshine 
 

Linda Spencer had foot surgery in May.  
 

April Bosworth broke two of her toes last 

month, too.    
 

 

If you know of a society member who has 

been or is ill, had a death in the family, or has 

had a great event happen in their life, please 

contact Ernestine Smith with the news.  

Ernestine’s phone number is (408) 395-5035, or 

email her at ebotts@juno.com.  

Breccia  
July/August, 2010 
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Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
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SCVGMS New Member 
 

Tony Macias, (408) 258-1769. Tony is interested in  

cutting and polishing, collecting, faceting, and 

field trips.  

Have you nominated a member for 

Rockhound of the Month?  
 

Please give your recommendation to 

Marc Mullaney.  You can contact him 

at a meeting or by email at                 

geologistm45@gmail.com. Please      

include a short note about what this 

member has done in support of the   

society.  
 

I wonder who will be the July Rock-

hound of the month. Could it be you? 

Rockhound of the Month 

for the month of June  

was June Harris 

DRC Rock Sale dates 
 

Saturday, July 31st 9am-noon 

Sunday, August 29th 9am-noon 
 

Place: 2357 Loma Park Court,  

San Jose, CA 95124 

2010 SCVGMS Directories  

Available 
 

Get your 2010 directory from the SCVGMS 

secretary, Randy Harris, at the July meet-

ing. Directories are available to members 

only.  

How Obsidian is Formed 
via Franklin County Rockhounder, 05/06; via Strata Gem, 5/05 

 

The mineral called obsidian is glassy black glass. It is 

an igneous or fire-formed rock made by volcanic 

fury in the earth’s crust. In the fiery-fury, quartz min-

erals were boiled and melted. Quartz is the hardest 

of the common minerals and makes most of the 

gritty grains of sand. Quartz sand is one of the ingre-

dients used in man-made glass.  

 

A few million years ago, volcanoes raged in our 

western mountains. Some of them poured forth  

rivers of molten quartz minerals. Some of this see-

thing lava cooled into glassy obsidian. In many       

places, lumps and great chunks of obsidian are 

found on the ground and in a few places, whole 

cliffs are made of this natural glass.  
 

Hints and Tips 
via Rockhound Ramblings, 10-07; via MLMS Ghost Sheet, 9/07; 

via Owyhee Gem, 5/00 

  

Cleaning Obsidian Needles 

Wash them in Castile soap using a toothbrush to 

get the clay off. Never put obsidian in detergent as 

it will leave a white film on the stone which is very 

hard to remove. To remove stains, soak in oxalic 

acid; wash well afterwards. (This might help with 

chalcedony, as it also gets a white film).  



What do the Smithies do? We make jewelry using a 

torch, saw, files, polishers, et al. We teach you how and 

when to use the tools.  You are welcome to use our 

tools, materials, and help.  Beginners are always wel-

come. 

 

The Smithies are taking the summer off and will resume 

on the second Monday and Tuesday evenings in Sep-

tember (September 13 and 14, 2010). We ask that 

Smithies sign up, so that if we have to cancel, we can 

contact them.  Members can sign up either by email at 

pat.speece@sbcglobal.net or by phone (408) 266-4327. 
 

Thanks,  Pat Speece and Mike Perry 

Breccia  
July/August, 2010 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
San Jose, CA 

5 

The Jewelers study group usually 

meets on the first Thursday of the 

month at Marc Mullaney's home from 7:00 PM to 10:00 

PM.  The next meeting will be in September. For more 

information about this group, please email Marc at  

geologistm45@gmail.com or call him at (408) 691-1584.  

Faceters 
 

The Faceters will be meeting on July 3rd.  

They normally meet on the first Saturday 

of the month at Max  Casey’s home.  

Please call Max at (408) 227-0526 for directions and 

more information about this group.  

Cutaways and Carvers 

The Cutaways and Carvers group 

meets on the second Saturday of the 

month at John Eichhorn’s house from 

1 pm to 4 pm. Please call John for 

more information and directions   

(408) 749-0523. 

If you have not paid your  

annual dues,  

they are overdue.  
 

The yearly dues have increased to: 
 

Adult member: $20.00 per year 

Junior member: $5.00 per year 
 

Please send your dues to:  

 Frank Mullaney,  

 SCVGMS Treasurer 

 5705 Begonia Drive 

 San Jose, CA 95124 

 The Mineraleers met on June 8th at the 

Boblenz residence with seven attendees. The eve-

ning’s topic was Petrified Dinosaur Bone which 

started with a description of how a dinosaur became 

fossilized. A large number of slabs were passed 

around illustrating the petrifaction process. Some 

cabochons were passed around showing the uses of 

lapidary processes on the material. 

 

Another topic for the evening was what a druse is 

and what it means when we speak of drusy material. 

A few specimens were passed around so everyone 

was able to see them up close. 

 

The meeting adjourned to the kitchen where Jeri 

served delicious refreshments. 

 

The Mineraleers will not be meeting during the sum-

mer, but will resume meetings in October with a 

topic of Garnets. Watch the BRECCIA for further an-

nouncements as the date draws near. 

 

The Mineraleers send our wishes for a safe and super 

vacation time to each of you.  
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Field Trip Schedule 
 

For more information about the field 

trips below, please contact Dean 

Welder at fieldtrips@scvgms.org 
 

 

 

July 19th - 20th Virgin Valley, NV for 

opal 
 

 

September 4th - 6th Austin, NV for 

fluorite, snakeskin agate, and other 

minerals 
 

 

October 2nd Griffith Quarry, Penryn, 

CA for a tour of the quarry.  
 

 

October 9th - 10th Fernley, NV for 

various minerals  
 

 

October 23rd - 24th New York Cyn., 

NV for epidote, copper, minerals, 

and microcline 
 

 

November 7th Black Butte Reservoir, 

CA for jasper 
 

 

January 5th - 22nd Tanzania, East Af-

rica for sapphires and other gems 

and minerals 

July 11th Founder’s Day BBQ/Picnic potluck 

July 24th Demonstration Day from 10 AM - 3 PM at the Belwood 

Cabana Club 

July 27th General meeting at 7:45 PM Hot Dog and Polish Sausage 

feed. Members are asked to bring a salad or dessert to share. 

Feed to begin at 6:30 PM before the regular meeting. Evening 

program will be given by Dick Pankey on obsidian. 

July 29th Board meeting at 7:30 PM  at Ruth Bailey’s home, hosted 

by Art and Carol Pimentel. 

August 24th General meeting at 7:45 PM. Potluck Social at 6:30 

PM before the regular meeting.  

August 26th Board meeting at 7:30 PM at Marc Mullaney’s home 

September 11th Demonstration Day from 10 AM - 3 PM at the Bel-

wood Cabana Club 

September 28th General meeting at 7:45 PM. Evening program 

will be given by Rick Kennedy on Tucson 2010 display cases. 

September 30th Board meeting at 7:30 PM at Randy and June 

Harris’ home. 

October 26th General meeting at 7:45 PM. Potluck social at 6:30 

PM  before the regular meeting.  

October 28th Board meeting at 7:30 PM at RK Owen’s home 

November 13th Demonstration Day from 10 AM - 3 PM at the Bel-

wood Cabana Club 

November 23rd General meeting at 7:45 PM and Board meeting  

immediately following general meeting. Silent Auction throughout 

the evening.  Please bring items to donate to the silent auction.  

They can be rock-related or not.  2011 election of officers and 

board of directors throughout the evening 

December 7th Installation Dinner at the Cabana Club  

December 9th Board meeting at 7:30 PM at Randy and June     

Harris’ home.  

2010 SCVGMS  

Calendar 

Breccia  
July/August, 2010 

Order Your Club Vest or Shirt 
Vests and shirts are available to order.  Samples will be at the meeting.     

Contact person is Frank Mullaney, (408) 691-2656. 

Name:_________________________________________   Phone #______________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Club Vest: ______Small  $12.50   Club Shirts   _____Small  $22.00 

       ______Medium  $12.50     _____Medium  $22.00 

       ______Large  $12.50     _____Large  $22.00 

       ______X-Large  $12.50     _____X-Large  $22.00 

       ______XX-Large  $13.50     _____XX-Large $22.00 

       ______XXX-Large  $14.50     _____XXX-Large $22.00 

Club vest and shirt payments should be made to: Frank Mullaney/Rocky Five  

________Miner patch (for the back of vest or shirt)  $4.00 

________Club emblem patch (for front of vest or shirt) $1.00 

Payment for patches can be made to SCVGMS  



July 10-11 19-20 2010, Culver City, CA, Culver City Rock & Min-

eral Club, Veterans Memorial Auditorium, 4117 Overland Ave 

(Overland & Culver), Hours: Sat 10-6; Sun 10-5, Robert Thirlaway (310) 

213-7677, Email: thirlawr@earthlink.net,   

Website: http://www.CulverCityRocks.org                            

August 6, 7 & 8 2010, Nipomo, CA, Orcutt Mineral Society, St. 

Joseph's Church, 298 S. Thompson Ave., Hours: 9-5 daily, Wes Linger-

felt (805) 929-3788, Email: Rocks4u@prodigy.net, Website: 

www.omsinc.org               

August 7 & 8 2010, San Francisco, CA, San Francisco Gem & 

Mineral Society, San Francisco Co. Fair Bldg. (Hall of Flowers), 9th 

Ave. & Lincoln Way, Golden Gate Park, Hours: Sat 10-6 Sun 10-5, 

Carleen Mont-Eton (415)564-4230, Email: publicity@show.sfgms.org , 

Website: www.sfgms.org                                                                                          

August 21-22 2010, Orangevale, CA, Treasure Trove of Gems, 

Orangevale Community Center, 6826 Hazel Ave.,   Hours: Sat 10-6 

Sun 10-5, Admission: $4 per day or $6 for weekend—  Children under 

12 yrs. Free with adult John Moulder (916) 290-3193,  

Email: info@treasuretroveofgems.com ,  

Website: www.treasuretroveofgems.com                                                                                   

September 3-6 2010, Fort Bragg, CA, Mendocino Coast Gem & 

Mineral Society, Town Hall, Corner of Main & Laurel, Hours: Fri-Sun 10-

6 -- Mon 10-4, Don McDonell (707) 964-3116 ,  

Email: ejwebb@mcn.org           

September 11-12 2010, Downey, CA, Delvers Gem & Mineral 

Society, Woman's Club of Downey, 9813 Paramount Blvd., Hours: Sat 

10-6; Sun 10-4, Nancy Bird (562) 697-0636,  

Email: nancyjbird@verizon.net       

September 18-19 2010, Redwood City, CA, Sequoia Gem & 

Mineral Society, Community Activities Building, 1400 Roosevelt Ave., 

Carol Corden (650) 248-7155, Email: ccorden@comcast.net,                          

Website: http://sgms.driftmine.com                                                         

September 18-19 2010, Paso Robles, CA, Santa Lucia Rock-

hounds, Pioneer Park, 2010 Riverside Drive, Hours: 10-5 Daily, Kim 

Patrick Noyes (805) 610-0603, Email: kimnoyes@gmail.com,                             

Website: http://slrockounds.org                   

September 18-19 2010, Stockton, CA, Stockton Lapidary & Min-

eral Club, Scottish Rite Masonic Center, 33 W. Alpine Ave., Hours: 10-

5 Daily, (209) 946-0113, Email: footsey1@yahoo.com , Website: 

http://www.stocktonlapidary.com                                                                                   

September 25-26 2010, Monterey, CA, Carmel Valley Gem & 

Mineral Society, Monterey Fairgrounds, 2004 Fairgrounds Road, 

Hours: Sat 10-6; Sun 10-5, Susie Harlow, Email:Susie@tghcpa.com ,   

Website: http://www.cvgms.org                                                                            

October 2-3 2010, Oroville, CA, Feather River Lapidary & Mineral 

Society, Oroville Municipal Auditorium, 1200 Meyers street, Hours: 10 

- 4, Mary Fong-Walker (760) 728-1130,  

Email: ikonmiming@gmail.com ,    

Website: http://www.Orovillerocks.com                                                                               

October 3 2010, Fallbrook, CA, Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Society, 

Fallbrook Gem & Mineral Facility, 123 West Alvarado Street, Hours: 

10 - 4, Mary Fong-Walker (760) 728-1130,  

Email: ikonmiming@gmail.com 

October 9-10 2010, Trona, CA, Searles Lake Gem & Mineral Soci-

ety, Searles Gem & Mineral Show Building, 13337 Main Street, Hours: 

Sat; 7:30-5; Sun. 7:30-4, Jim & Bonnie Fairchild (760) 372-5356, Email: 

iwvisp.com, Website: www1.iwvisp.com/tronagemclub                        

October 9-10 2010, Vista, CA, Vista Gem & Mineral Society, An-

tique Gas & Steam Engine Museum, 2040 N. Sante Fe Avenue, 

Hours: Sat; 20-5; Sun. 10-4, Fred Wilson (760) 433-8446, Lois Harr (760)       

724-0395                                                                                                

October 16-17 2010, Cayucos, CA, San Luis Obispo Gem & 

Mineral Club, Cayucos Vets Hall (next to Cayucos Pier), 100 Placer-

ville Drive, Hours: 9-5 daily, Mike Lyons (805)610-0757,                           

Email: jadestar@charter.net, Website: http://www.slogem.org                         

October 16-17 2010, Placerville, CA, El Dorado County Gem & 

Mineral Society, El Dorado County Fairgrounds, 100 Placerville 

Drive, Hours: 10-5 daily, karen Newlin (530) 676-1643,                                                  

Website: http://www.rockandgemshow.org                                            

October 16-17 2010, Santa Rosa, CA, Santa Rosa Gem & Min-

eral Society, Veterans Memorial Auditorium, 1351 Maple Ave, 

Hours: Sat. 10-6: Sun 10-5, Debbie Granat (707) 542-1651 - Cell (707) 

887-7028, Email: Erica Tanner santarosarockshow@hotmail.com                                                                

October 23-24 2010, Los Altos, CA, Peninsula Gem & Geology 

Society, Los Altos Youth Center, 1 North San Antonio Road, Hours: 

10-5 both days, Email: pggs50@yahoo.com,  

Website: http://pggs.org/          

October 30-31 2010, Lakeside, CA, El Cajon Valley Gem & 

Mineral Society, Lakeside Rodeo Grounds, 12584 Mapleview Street, 

Hours: 10-4 both days, Carolyn Boland (619)561-7498,                                                   

Email: carolynboland@juno.com, Website: ecvgms.com 

November 6-7 2010, Concord, CA, Contra Costa Mineral & 

Gem Society, Centre Concord (in Clayton Fair Shopping Center), 

5298 Clayton Rd., Hours: 10-5 both days, Harry Nichandos (925) 289

-0454, Email: show9@ccmgs.org, Website: www.ccmgs.org 

November 6-7 2010, Lancaster, CA, Palmdale Gem & Mineral 

Society, Antelope Valley Fairgrounds, 2551 West Ave. H & Hwy 14, 

Hours: 9-5 daily, Susan Chaisson-Walblom (661) 943-1861, Email: 

sichaisson@yahoo.com, Website: palmdalegemandmineral.com   

November 6-7 2010, Ridgecrest, CA, Indian Wells Gem & Min-

eral Society, Desert Empire Fairgrounds, 520 south Richmond Road, 

Hours: 9-5 both days, John DeRosa (760) 375-7905                                               

November 12, 13, 14 2010, Sacramento, CA, Sacramento 

Mineral Society, Scottish Rite Center, 6151 H Street, Hours:Fri & Sat 

10-6; Sun 10-5, Bob Johnson (916) 339-7007,                                    

Website: http://www.Sacramentomineralsociety.org                                         

November 13-14 2010, Yuba City, CA, Sutter Buttes Gem & 

Mineral Society, Yuba-Sutter Fairgrounds (Franklin Hall), 442 Franklin 

Ave., Hours: , Erik Anspaugh (916)567-9750,  

Email: inez_brg@yahoo.com  

November 20-21 2010, Oxnard, CA, Oxnard Gem & Mineral 

Society, Oxnard Performing Arts Center, 800 Hobson Way, Hours: 

Sat. 9-5 Sun. 10-5, Frank Bouich (805) 271-0538,    Email: 

show_info@oxnardgem.com, Website: www.oxnardgem.com,  

 

2010 Federation Shows 

South Central Federation, November 13 & 14, 2010 

DeRidder, Louisiana 

 

2011 Federation Shows 

California Federation, May 13 - 15, 2011, Anderson, 

California 

 

Eastern Federation/AFMS Show, July 7 -10, 2011 

Syracuse, New York 
 

Let’s visit a show  

CFMS Club Show Calendar 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
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NOTICE OF A PUBLIC LISTENING SESSION ON THE PRESIDENT'S  

        AMERICA'S GREAT OUTDOORS INITIATIVE IN LOS ANGELES 

 

 Please join senior representatives of the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency, the White House Council on Environmental 

Quality, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the U.S. Department of 

the Interior and the U.S. Department of Defense for a public listen-

ing session and discussion in Southern California on conservation, 

recreation, and reconnecting people to the outdoors. The session 

will be held July 8 from 3:00 pm to 7:00 p.m. at Occidental College 

in Los Angeles. 

 This past April, at the White House Conference on America's 

Great Outdoors, President Obama launched the America's Great 

Outdoors Initiative to develop a 21st century conservation agenda 

and to reconnect Americans with our great outdoors. The Presi-

dent asked his leadership team to engage the full range of inter-

ested groups, including State and local governments, community-

based organizations, recreation and conservation groups, sporting 

organizations, youth groups, and others. 

 This Los Angeles based listening session, one of several be-

ing held around the country, offers an opportunity to hear and de-

scribe the challenges and opportunities we face in land and water 

conservation, in improving recreational opportunities for a large 

urban population, and in restoring and conserving our vital natural 

and cultural resources to enable access to a broad array of out-

door recreation. The July 8th public listening session and discussion 

is an opportunity for the leaders of the America's Great Outdoors 

Initiative to hear from you and other voices in the region about so-

lutions for building a 21st century conservation and recreation 

agenda and for reconnecting people with the outdoors. Here are 

the details: 

Listening Session and Discussion Information: 

When: Thursday - July 8, 2010, 3:00 pm to 7:00 pm  

What: Public Listening Session on President Obama's America's 

Great Outdoors Initiative 

Where: Thorne Hall, Occidental College, 1600 Campus Road, Los 

Angeles, CA 90041 

(See map at <http://www.oxy.edu/x6307.xml 

>http://www.oxy.edu/x6307.xml) 

Who: Senior national and local leaders from US EPA, CEQ, USDA, 

DOI and DOD will be present to hear your recommendations and 

to participate in a conversation with you about America's Great 

Outdoors. 

Register: This event is free and open to the public. For planning pur-

poses, please register by Thursday, July 1st by sending an email to 

<mailto:sun.nelly@...>sun.nelly@... with your name, the name of the 

organization with which you are affiliated, if any, your telephone 

number and email address. We will endeavor to accommodate 

everyone. 

 In the event you are unable to participate in person, please 

submit your comments and stories via the America's Great Out-

doors website at <http://www.doi.gov/americasgreatoutdoors/ 

>http://www.doi.gov/americasgreatoutdoors/. 

If you have questions, please call Nelly Sun at(415) 947-4237. We 

look forward to your participation – please join us!  
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Obsidian 
 

 Obsidian, a volcanic glass with a 

vitreous luster and relatively hard (5 to 5 

1/2), sharp edges, has attracted humans 

for a long time. Named after a Roman, 

Obsius, it is lovely and functional. As early 

as man used minerals for ornaments, it was 

there. As early as man needed sharp ob-

jects with which to hunt or cut, it was there.  

 With its sharp, conchodial fracture it 

was easily chipped into shape as knives, 

arrowheads, and spearheads.  

 The glassy, black, reflective surface  

was beauty in itself. Obsidian needles were 

used for adornment and flat cleaved 

pieces for mirrors. The Mayan shaman used 

concave obsidian for divination. Used 

much like the crystal ball, the Mayan sha-

man would gaze into the blackness for a 

glimpse of the future.  

 Obsidian is formed in the upper por-

tion of rhyolitic lava flows. It is also found in 

dikes and sills; however, these formations 

are less common. Under high pressure 

deep in the earth, rhyolitic lavas may con-

tain up to ten percent water, which helps 

to keep them fluid. Eruption to the surface, 

where pressure is low, permits rapid escape 

of the volatile water and increases the vis-

cosity of the melt. Increased viscosity im-

pedes crystallization, and the lava solidifies 

as glassy obsidian.  

 In recent years, obsidian has been 

used for dating. In one example, determin-

ing the date of the fall of ancient  Mayan 

Civilization has been a challenge for scien-

tists for decades.  

 A new method developed by Anne 

Corine Freter appears to be the most ac-

curate dating process used today. The 

process measures the water content of ob-

sidian, which absorbs water at a constant 

rate.  

 When the sharp edges of human-

crafted obsidian blades are examined un-

der a microscope, the layer that has ab-

sorbed water is apparent. By measuring 

the depth of this layer, the date when the 

blade was made can be determined.   

 This new discovery has caused 

some scientists to believe that the great 

Mayan civilization declined around the 

year 1200 AD, rather than the previous esti-

mate of about 800 AD.  

                                    continued on page 9 
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The Buzz: Official state rock is bad for your 

health, state senator says Published: Monday, Jun. 21, 2010 

- 12:00 am | Sacramento Bee 

Serpentine may be stripped of title as official state 

rock – it's unsafe. 

 

Oops! A state senator says there's something very 

wrong with serpentine, California's official state rock: 

It's bad for your health. 

 

Sen. Gloria Romero, D-Los Angeles, has proposed le-

gislation to strip serpentine of its title because expo-

sure to chrysotile asbestos, a cancer-causing mineral 

inside it, can increase risk of lung disease, she says. 

 

"California should not designate a rock known to be 

toxic to the health of its residents as the state's official 

rock," says Romero's legislation, Senate Bill 624, which is 

scheduled to be heard today by the Assembly's Natu-

ral Resources Committee. 

 

Because of serpentine's potential health risks, the Air 

Resources Board restricts its use as unpaved road sur-

face material, according to the state Department of 

Conservation. 

 

The Golden State gave serpentine its title back in 

1965, and it was the first state to do so, according to 

the California State Library. Romero's legislation would 

leave the state without an official state rock. 

But Californians might not notice because the state 

has nearly three dozen other titleholders – including 

an official state fish (golden trout), an official state 

grass (purple needlegrass) and an official state fossil 

(the saber-toothed cat). 

Rockhounds Unite 
 

Below is an article regarding an-

other misinformed politician re-

garding California’s state rock. To 

the right is a response sent by the 

CFMS President, Fred Ott.  Please 

write your representative regard-

ing the inaccuracies cited by 

California State Senator, Gloria 

Romero, and Sacramento Bee.  

Email from Fred Ott to Senator Gloria Romero 

Date sent: Tuesday June 22nd, 2010 9:10 AM  

Subject: Serpentine may lose status as California’s state Rock    
Dear Senator Romero, 

 As President of the California Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies, I am very disappointed that you have intro-
duced SB 624 with the intent of removing serpentine as 
the California State rock.  In its natural state, serpentine 
poses absolutely no health risk whatsoever.  To change 45 
years of tradition based upon the potential health risk of 
a rock in an ALTERED state does not justify this action.  I 
urge you to withdraw your proposed legislation.   

 Don’t our elected officials have something BETTER to do 
(like the BUDGET)!?! 
 Fred Ott 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
San Jose, CA 
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 Because  obsidian produces some of the 

sharpest edges known, a handful of American sur-

geons are using super sharp scalpels that date back 

to the tool making techniques of Stone Age hunters 

tens of thousands of years ago.  

 The scalpels are made of obsidian, the black 

volcanic glass that is plentiful in parts of western 

United States. Obsidian scalpels can be 500 times 

sharper than an ordinary steel surgical blade.  

 Some obsidian scalpels are handmade by 

skilled flint knappers, craftsmen who shape blades 

with rock and deer antlers much the way prehistoric 

Indians created spear points and arrowheads from 

various kinds of stone.  

 
via  Rockhound Rambling, 5/2006, SMS Matrix, via Lithosphere 

 

Shop Hint– Fire Obsidian 
 

Did you know that a chunk of black obsidian you 

have just might have gold sheen, fire, or moon glow 

in it if you orient it correctly? Take it out into the sun-

shine and try to locate a spot that shows something 

more than just black. It yours has a rind or skin on it, 

take a small chip off here and there. Then wet the 

piece and turn it slowly in all directions as the sun will 

reflect any unusual coloring. If you are fortunate 

enough to find color, orient it by using the Sinkankas 

method (a single light bulb over your head so the 

light just grazes your forehead). Mark your piece and 

saw it. Check  before sawing each time to make sure 

you are keeping the color on top. Fire obsidian can 

be so colorful that you will think you are looking at 

black opal . 

 

from G.I. Nugget,4/01,;via The Rock Collector, 12/03; via Coral 

Geode, 12/03. 
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Slocum Stone—A New Man-Made Material 
by Mike Schowalter via Opal Express, 03.10 
 
 Synthetic opals were originally developed by John 
Slocum in 1964. Opal experts who examined these man-made 
stones were amazed at their brilliance, patterns and complete 
color spectrum flash. As one opal authority told Slocum at that 
time, “You have matched, and perhaps exceeded, some of the 
finest precious opals in museums throughout the world.” 

Miner’s Den, Royal Oak, Michigan 48073 
 Slocum felt a real sense of accomplishment back in 1964 
but, strangely, he was not satisfied. True, he had matched the 
chemical and physical properties of magnificent natural opals but 
he had not overcome the shortcomings of the natural stone. His 
synthetic stones still had the deficiencies of natural stones as far 
as being subject to crazing, cracking and ready absorption of oily 
substances, even oils from human skin. 
 Jewelers who saw the 1964 Slocum synthetic opals were 
awed but several of them commented to Slocum that, as long as 
he had taken on nature‟s work, it was too bad that he hadn‟t been 
able to reduce the chance of damage in setting and the possibility 
of later crazing and loss of brilliance. Slocum decided to hold up 
offering his synthetics until he decided on whether or not he would 
try to improve them. 
 We asked Slocum why he had become interested in 
opals and the development of man-made stones. “Maybe,” he 
responded, “it was like the fellow who had to climb the mountain 
because it was there. Other gems had been synthesized but men 
had been fumbling for many, many years trying to duplicate the 
opal.” 
 In terms of academic training, John Slocum is not an 
accredited gemologist, mineralogist or chemist. From a practical 
standpoint, however, he is all of these and has many important 
accomplishments in these and related fields. “So,” we asked him, 
“was it just the challenge of doing the supposedly impossible that 
appealed to you?” “Not just that,” he said, “I also naturally had in 
mind that if it could be done I might even make a couple of bucks.” 
As he went on, we saw another side of Slocum. He‟s somewhat of 
a poet. This we realized when he explained why he thought opals 

were the most exciting and exotic of all gemstones. 
 “To me,” explained Slocum, “it seemed that precious 
opals, unlike harshly dazzling diamonds or sapphires, had warmth 
and personality . . . as if flowers and sunsets were trapped within 
the stone. They have all the colors of emerald, ruby, topaz, and 
sapphires. It is a gem with internal fire and inner life therefore not 
like the cold solids of the spinels and corundums. Everyone is 
distinct and different. With the slightest turn, the colors change, 
like rainbows flashing in the night. Dancing patches of red appear 
and are then replaced by golds, greens, and blues. As you know, 
precious opal traps and gathers light to produce varying true 
prismatic hues more than most other gemstones. 
 “When I first started fooling with silicas, after deciding it 
shouldn‟t be too tough to make a synthetic opal, it was just a 
hobby or a project that I worked with off and on. When, after a 
couple hundred experimental batches and the worst messes you 
can imagine, I saw a tiny pinpoint of flash, I was really hooked. I‟d 
done it, I‟d developed a speck of opal fire. It shouldn‟t be hard to 
go on to success. The trouble was, I didn‟t know what it was about 
that batch that had been any different and what had caused the 
fire. It was a couple months later, after carefully logging the differ-
ent components and all the steps in another hundred batches, that 
the next spot of fire appeared. This time I knew why. 
 “My trash service refused to pick up any more of my tons 
of scrap and I had to arrange my own haul-away operation. The 
material that was processed but worthless was enough to fill a 
small abandoned gravel pit. Eventually, the little side-line project 
that I had thought would take a few weeks covered a period of 
eight years from 1956 to 1964. Then, like a dummy, after I could 
produce absolutely beautiful synthetic opals, I decided that still 
wasn‟t good enough and I‟d better get busy eliminating the natural 
stone‟s fragility, tendency to craze, and to lose color. The object 
took over  twelve years to work out.” 
 The gem opal, stone of mystery and for centuries consid-
ered by many noble families as the most priceless of worldly 
treasures, is rapidly increasing in value and some of the Austra-
lian fields are not producing the quantities they once did. Even the 
good quality Mexican fire opal, once thought to be great in abun-
dance, is harder and harder to find in nature. Black Australian 
opals have always been more scarce than the white and were 
sold for considerably more than the white opal. Now a good black 
opal can sometimes retail for over $2,000 a carat. 

   Slocum Stone 
continued on page 11 

Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 
San Jose, CA 

Breccia  
July/August, 2010 

10 



continued from page 10      Slocum Stone 
 
 Slocum was aware of the growing scarcity of good natu-
ral stones when he decided not to market his synthetic opals 12 
years ago. Perhaps he had so much respect for the beauty of 
natural opals that he didn‟t want to flood the market with synthet-
ics which had about the same appearance and about the same 
physical faults. Perhaps his motives were less altruistic but in any 
case he has now introduced his new man-made material, the 
Slocum Stone, which looks very similar to opal but is very much 
tougher and less subject to damage. 
 Robert Crowningshield, eminent gemologist with Gemo-
logical Institute of America, has told Slocum that the G.I.A. group 
made an “eyeball” comparison of natural opal and the Slocum 
Stone. He reported that they couldn‟t tell the difference between a 
natural opal and the new Slocum Stone without magnification. 
Since Slocum has tremendous respect for Crowningshield‟s ex-
pertise and the integrity of the entire G.I.A. organization, Slocum 
has now decided he‟s ready to market his new and magnificent 
material. 
 When Slocum decided not to produce his synthetic opals 
in 1964, it was because he was determined to make a BETTER 
stone in terms of workability (cabbing or faceting) and one much 
tougher and less apt to craze or crack. So it was that 12 years ago 
he “went back to the drawing board.” This time, he had no inten-
tion of making another synthetic with chemical properties identical 
to natural opal. Both natural and synthetic opals have 5% to 10% 
water content. Loss of the water from natural or synthetic opals 
results in shrinking and subsequent crazing and sometimes crack-
ing. He knew that it had to be anhydrous in order to eliminate the 
possibility of drying out and crazing so that the Slocum Stone 
would be around for future generations to enjoy. He was deter-
mined to maintain the colors and ever-changing flash but with no 
water and with a more workable vitreous stone. 
 The “drawing board” that Slocum went back to is an ex-
tensive and very sophisticated laboratory in the Detroit area. Here, 
as one enters the outer office or reception room, there are panels 
of color photographs showing Slocum Stones and Slocum syn-
thetics resembling every type of natural opal. Pictured also are 
common opal with little play of color, stones with horizontal band-
ing, potch and colorful opals, the full range of flashing spectrum 
colors in natural precious opal and the breathtaking splendor of 
natural black opals. Displayed near these are pictures of their 
visual equivalents in Slocum Stones. 
 From here, through a locked door, there is an entrance to 
the display room where Slocum keeps his collection of rare natu-
ral opals, a representation of synthetic opals, and many, many 
varieties of the new Slocum Stone. At the far end of the display 
room is a steel encased door marked “private.” It is in this private 
area that Slocum‟s laboratory and processing facilities are lo-
cated. We could imagine but did not see microscopes, spectro-
photometers, furnaces and perhaps vats with ray and beam de-
vices. We did hear bubbling sounds, beeps and buzzers. Periodi-
cally, Slocum excused himself (apparently to attend to some proc-
essing) but we were not invited to see how the stones are made. If 
we had spent 20 years developing a secret process, we wouldn‟t 
be eager to reveal just how it was done, either. John Slocum has 
installed a “triple security system” of his own development for the 
protection of his laboratory. 
 “This much,” John Slocum confided, “I see no harm in 
telling you. There are many, many steps. For example, it took 14 
months to complete all the stages needed to form one 1710 carat 
broadflash stone. For every carat it requires the use of some 20 
gallons of water. Of course, no water at all remains in the com-
pleted Slocum Stone. The procedure isn‟t at all like the crystal 

type synthetics which are „grown‟ and progressively built up. The 
appearance of my end products rivals many of nature‟s finest 
opals, only with perhaps more brilliant colors than the natural, and 
it is definitely tougher and less subject to damage.” 
 Slocum does use the same basic material that is in the 
natural opal but his techniques result in a more resilient stone with 
vitreous luster. The Slocum Stone has a hardness range from 5.5 
to 6.5, the specific gravity is 2.41 to 2.50, and the refractive index 
ranges from 1.49 to 1.51. 
 In part, because of the structural compactness and 
greater density, the Slocum Stone is easy to cut as a cabochon or 
to facet. In this respect it can be compared with the finest silicates 
for predictably excellent end results. Freedom from internal water, 
structural flaws, foreign inclusions or sand spots provides insur-
ance against wasting time faceting or cabbing or carving a 
“disaster.” Dangers of shattering, crazing, cracking or loss of color 
are almost entirely eliminated. Overheating during the polishing is 
not usually a problem if water and common sense are used. Nor-
mal opal working procedures are recommended. The heat transfer 
problems that occur in natural opal because of the internal water 
having a different coefficient of expansion from surrounding solids 
do not apply to the Slocum Stone. In natural and synthetic opals, 
heated water does expand and must find an outlet, sometimes 
with shattering results. 
 Brilliance of color spectrum range and improved strength 
and resiliency of the Slocum Stone involves both dehydration and 
a new physical structuring. Density greater than natural opal elimi-
nates porosity and permeability. The importance of doing away 
with the porosity of opals (natural or synthetic) is that this elimi-
nates the opal characteristics of absorbing oils and greases. The 
density of present synthetic opals is claimed to be 2.12 to 2.13. 
Some natural opals have in a density rating as high as 2.23. The 
density of Slocum Stone is 2.41 to 2.50 according to tests made 
by G.I.A. stones. 
 As with natural opal, the Slocum Stone tends, usually, 
toward horizontal sheet structuring or reflective planes. White light 
enters the stone, is bent and when intensified it is reflected in 
bursts of spectral colors. The formative processes, as in nature, 
are unpredictable and, in many senses, unexplainable. One batch 
may include a rolling flash that moves as the stone is tilted, blacks 
with a rolling flash of color alternating from bursts of flashes move 
from red to a brilliant royal blue. The next run will usually result in 
entirely different patterns and colors. 
 Slocum Stones do have the same patterns and colors as 
opals and, in many cases, closely resemble famous collection 
stones. However, this cannot be controlled in advance and the 
rarest varieties occur with about the same infrequency as in na-
ture. The stone which highlights the Slocum collection has been 
named “The Firefall.” This Slocum Stone weighs 982 carats and is 
a magnificent black. 
 Recently Slocum and his associate introduced their full 
line of Slocum Stones at the California Federation of Mineralogical 
Societies Convention and Gem Show in San Francisco, California. 
Here they showed rainbow patterns, pinfire, exploding flash, 
broadflash patterns, twinkle types, peacock tails, blacks, 
translucents and many other “types.” Viewers at the show were 
enthusiastic and the top opal experts were even more totally 
astonished. They saw static patterns and mobile patterns plus 
combinations of one over the other. Many visitors said that, with 
the exception of museums, they had never seen any opals of the 
quality that was in Slocum Stones. Cabochons, faceted stones 
and rough matrix material were on display. The crystal, amber and 
other translucents attracted much interest as faceted gems. 
  

continued on page 12 
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continued from page 11       Slocum Stone 
 
 Even though Slocum has had no formal training in 
chemistry or the physical science fields, he has initiated 
technical procedures for several industries that were inca-
pable of resolving problems with their own staff or consult-
ing experts. He has often been called a genius and he has 
proven it many times. Perhaps Slocum‟s greatest single 
asset is his cheerful confidence that just about anything 
can be done if it‟s worth the effort. He jokingly advises his 
friends that, if at first you don‟t succeed, try “a-gun.” 
 As for the working properties of the Slocum Stone, 
it should suffice to say “Treat it the same as the natural 
opal” which was mentioned in the preceding pages. How-
ever, perhaps a short review of the procedures recom-
mended by those who have worked with it will help others 
in achieving that “flawless” finish on both stones. 
 In the interest of conserving material, a high 
speed ultra thin blade (.006-.012) was used. No chipping 
resulted; and even on very thin sections for triplets, the 
material saws very well. 
 In dopping, the stones were alcohol cleaned and 
slowly heated to a “finger touch warm” temperature on an 
electric dop wax heater. This was to assure tight adhesion 
between the wax and the material to be cut. Since the ma-
terial is supplied in pre-oriented slabs, the blank need only 
be aligned evenly on the stick to assure proper fire return in 
the finished stone. The cutters preferred the “old-style” sili-
con carbide methods for cutting. A finely dressed 220 grit 
wheel was used for the coarse grinding followed by well 
worn 320 grit, then 600 grit cloths. Though the Slocum 
Stone is usually unaffected by moderate heats, a constant 
dripping of water was still maintained for complete safety. 
Australian opal polishes beautifully with cerium oxide on felt 
and the same holds true for the Slocum Stone. “They tried 
several different polishes and mediums,” said Mr. Slocum, 
“but they still preferred to stick with the cerium oxide for 
consistently fine polishes.” 
 “Diamond,” continued Slocum, “is another fine 
medium for finishing the Slocum Stone.” After the stone is 
shaped, a Crystal Pad with 270 mesh was used to com-
pletely smooth out all grinding marks. This required moder-
ate pressure and a close inspection before going on to the 
successive steps. Grinding marks must be completely re-
moved because diamond has a tendency to “drag out.” 
Diamond particles traveling across the surface of a stone 
hit a scratch and then create finer scratches as they are 
swept away. Light pressure with 600 mesh, then 1200 
mesh on Crystal Pads were used to complete the smooth-
ing steps. 
 On Polypads, five minutes of light pressure with 
3000, then 8000 diamond will bring up a finish rivaling the 
best cerium polish. “But just a couple of minutes on 
50,000,” suggests Slocum, “will bring up that notably su-
perb finish.” 
 Asked what the next step was now that he had 
completed Project No. 1 we supposed maybe a new emer-
ald or ruby. “No,” Slocum replied, “Carroll Chatham is the 
master of that field.” He hesitantly reached into his desk 
and produced a small tray of what appeared to be lapis, 
malachite, turquoise, and stronger yet some very convinc-
ing “Montana agates and cat‟s -eyes.” Slocum 
continued, “Some of these are deliberate and some are 
experimental mistakes from project one.” 
From LAPIDARY JOURNAL, Sept. 1976; via Opal Express, 
3/10 

How to Get Permission to  

Rockhound on Private Land 
by Alan Silverstein, http://silgro.com/RockhoundAccess.htm 

1.Introduction  

 Rockhounding is a kind of treasure-hunting. But 

rockhounds often discover that most of their "finds" are 

more valuable to themselves than to others. They're just 

keepsakes or mementos without much cash value. Or per-

haps only the rockhound -- not even their spouse (grin) -- 

appreciates the natural beauty hidden in their treasures. 

 This can be a boon rather than a bane. Source lo-

cations of rocks and minerals widely recognized as valu-

able are usually claimed, patented, or otherwise privately-

owned. They are developed and/or protected, only avail-

able to the casual rockhound through fee digging or spe-

cial "open to the public" events. 

 In some parts of the United States there is little pub-

lic land. Also, a lot of public land (Park Service, most state 

parks, etc.) is managed in a way that precludes rock-

hounding. This includes hobby-only, surface-only collect-

ing. Even in locations like Colorado or Wyoming where 

―open‖ (BLM, USFS) public land is common, it can still be 

fun and productive to obtain the right to collect on private 

parcels.  

 It can also be very frustrating! But like any treasure-

hunting, getting permission to rockhound -- for free -- on a 

"great site" on private land is a very rewarding experience.  

 Over the years I've located and pursued permis-

sions on private lands at least 14 times, with 6 successes, 7 

"no"s, and 1 still pending (as of May, 2010); plus 3 honor-

able mentions for approvals to highgrade on gravel piles 

at some quarries! Along the way I've learned a few tricks 

that I'll share with you as a three-step process. 

2. Locate a Place of Interest 

 First you need a target. This is a place where you 

know or suspect there are interesting rocks you want to 

take home, which is owned by a person or company and 

not by a government. Or in some cases you can actually 

get permission from a government agency -- I've done 

that, too. 

 First, a friend might buy or own some land on which 

you can prospect. That's happened to me. But it's rarely 

that easy, and the odds of finding good rocks that way are 

low (unless what they own is a mining claim!) 

 You might find sites in rockhounding guidebooks, or 

hear rumors of good spots from acquaintances. You might  

study an area's geology, terrain ("are those alluvial pebbles 

on top of mudstone?"), and outcrops ("hey that looks like 

Morrison formation"). Or you might make inferences such 

as, "This creek drains from an agate-rich region." You might 
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continued from page 12  

check a public right-of-way where a road crosses a 

streambed to see what's in the drainage. You might 

stop the car in likely-looking spots to scout near the 

road, or visually scan the ground beyond a rancher's 

barbed-wire fence. 

 However you come up with targets, it's helpful 

to study relevant maps showing types of ownerships. 

For example, BLM maps are great in BLM-rich areas. 

They are cheap, too, presently just $4 apiece from 

field offices, postage included. USFS maps work well, 

say, for the Pawnee National Grasslands in Colorado. 

Careful map-reading, often with knowledgeable use 

of a GPS unit, can clarify whether or not your target is 

a privately-owned parcel. 

3. Identify the Landowner 

 Here's where diverse resources can make this 

easy or difficult. But usually today you can do the 

homework from your computer and telephone! Most 

counties in which I've been interested -- in CO, WY, AZ, 

and MO at least -- have online "parcel search" web-

sites. However, no two counties have offered the 

same interfaces, and they've ranged from excellent to 

atrocious. Regardless, any county that collects pro-

perty taxes maintains public records on how to con-

tact the landowners who owe the taxes. 

 Start with web-searching for something like this: 

"Jefferson County, CO, property records." You might 

just end up at a top-level webpage for the county, or 

at an appraiser/assessor webpage, or you might get 

lucky and hit directly on the county's search engine. 

Some perseverance is required to look around for a 

given county's method, if it exists. 

 Let's immediately dispense with counties that 

don't seem to offer this feature yet. In that case, try to 

find a phone number or email address for the assessor, 

appraiser, or records office. If all else fails, start with 

the county courthouse and work your way down 

through phone calls. Your goal is to find a friendly per-

son who knows something about the county's prop-

erty records, who can help you get what you want, or 

at least tell you the rules. (In the old days there was 

usually no substitute for a personal visit to the dusty 

records in the courthouse, doing your own research.) 

If a county does offer online property searches, check 

for a GIS (Geographic Information System) interface 

of some kind. This is an online map that lets you visual-

ize and identify parcel ownerships and property tax 

records. You'll have to figure out how to get to the 

right place and look up a parcel owner. 
 Without an online map, other clues might be 

required. Is there a mailbox on the property that has a 

last name or street address? How about a ranch en-

trance gate with a name above it? Can you get any-

where by searching on that information? Does the guy 

at the gas station a few miles away know the land-

owner? You get the idea. Your goal, by web, email, or 

phone, is to identify the boundaries of the land where 

you want to hunt, and to determine who owns it. 

 Now suppose you've identified an owner. Wait 

a minute! What if all you have is a company name, or 

an estate or trust, or a post office box address, or (if 

you are lucky) a street address? Public land records 

don't seem to include phone numbers or email ad-

dresses. Yet more clever web-searching is usually re-

quired. 

 If all you have is a PO box, try various ap-

proaches to see if you can locate a person or com-

pany's mailing address or phone number by their last 

name or other particulars. What can you discover 

about a land-owning association? Sometimes they 

have virtually no web presence and you hit a dead 

end. Take a break, try again later with new ideas, 

watch for other real-world clues. 

 This process is also a kind of treasure-hunting, 

more like solving a mystery than finding a gemstone. It 

feels a little creepy trying to "finger" a complete 

stranger, but you have a valid reason and a legal right 

to do this research. Be sure to keep good notes as you 

go along, you'll need them for later reference. Open 

a computer file or start a paper folder. Keep track of 

websites, who you communicate with, and how and 

when it happens. 

4. Make Contact, Negotiate Well, and Hope For the 

Best 

 Once you locate either a phone number 

(usually not an email address) or a physical address 

for a landowner, it's time to take a deep breath, screw 

up your courage, and make that initial contact. 

 By phone or in person (such as knocking on a 

farmhouse door), your first introduction is very impor-

tant. You are interrupting someone who doesn't know 

you, asking for a favor that might be small to them 

(once they understand how innocent it is) but which 

means a lot to you. Keep it simple, informative, and 

friendly, like this: "Howdy, I'm so-and-so from place. I'm 

sorry to interrupt you. I looked you up on the web or 

whatever as the owner of such-and-such a piece of 

land. I just want to ask you a small favor. May I talk 

with you a minute about your property?" 

 We're all used to spammers and naturally suspi-

cious of them. Letting the owner know right away how 

you found them and why you are talking with them, 

plus being cheerful and friendly, can open the door a 

little. I've not thought to try this, but one person sug-

gested wearing your club name badge when you  

                                                         continued on page14 
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approach someone in person. 

 If that goes well, next I might say something like 

this, depending on the details: "I'm an amateur rock 

collector, a member of the Fort Collins Rockhounds 

Club. I noticed that you have some agates on your 

farmland. I wonder if I might get permission from you 

to occasionally walk around and do a little collecting 

on your property. I'm just a hobbyist, not making any 

money or digging any holes. I give away most of what 

I find, such as to kids on Halloween. Also I'd be happy 

to give back to you some tumble-polished samples of 

whatever rocks I collect." 

 That's a lot to convey quickly. But I've had 

some good luck building casual and positive relation-

ships by explaining immediately that I'm harmless, re-

spectful of their property rights, and I just want to 

share the fun with them. Offering to "pay back" pol-

ished rocks from their own property can be a real en-

ticement. 

 In some cases the landowner is very receptive. 

Then it's just a matter of agreeing on the terms while 

taking as little of their time as possible. Do they want 

to know before each time you visit, just afterwards, or 

not at all? Would they like to be notified if you see 

anything amiss on their property? Would they prefer 

you to contact them by phone or email? And so on. 

Sometimes they already have a prepared permission 

form of some kind for you to sign. Be sure to express 

your gratitude honestly and liberally. 

 On the other hand, sometimes the landowner 

is suspicious, annoyed to be bothered, or otherwise 

unfriendly. Sometimes your request is Against Com-

pany Policy For Liability Reasons. In that case all you 

can do is to remain cheerful, appreciative, and brief. 

Sometimes you can diplomatically learn their reasons 

for rejecting you before you let go of them. For exam-

ple, one farmer ran his own rock tumblers, and he 

wanted the agates for himself! We still had a very 

friendly chat, and it wasn't a waste of my time even 

though his answer was "no". 

 Another time I came to appreciate that land-

owners around the Petrified Forest in Arizona have 

been bothered by rockhounds for years, are wary, 

and mostly want to be left alone. But I still had a pleas-

ant enough conversation. I discovered that the owner 

already had a commercial arrangement with some-

one to collect on his property. The moral of that story 

is, your odds are low when chasing "well-known" treas-

ures with perceived commercial values. 

 After you get permission, follow the rules, what-

ever they are! For example, if the approval is just for 

you alone, don't bring friends along without asking 

first. And don't even ask until some time has passed, 

you've delivered some polished rocks or other          

gratuities back to the landowner, and built a little bit 

of a relationship. If the owner is worried about any-

thing, acknowledge that to them, be sensitive to the 

concern, and reassure them. This has worked well 

over some years with two successive owners of a 

12,000-acre ranch in Wyoming. Then, enjoy the fruits 

of your labors! 

 For example, I am currently finding a lot of 

very good agates, quartzes, epidotes, and some pet-

rified wood, on a square mile of cropland just 30 min-

utes from home. I owe polished rocks to the owner's 

(company's) land analyst in Texas who granted me a 

Right of Entry, to a local project manager whose 

company leased the mineral rights on this parcel 

(and who wants me to keep in touch about my visits), 

and to the farmer who leases the surface for dryland 

crops! 
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SCVGMS Regular Membership Meeting 

June 22, 2010 

 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:50 PM at the Belwood Gateway Cabana Club. 

Announcements: Founder’s Day Picnic is July 11th. Dues are past due. 

The Board Meeting will be held Thursday, June 24th at Ruth Bailey’s home, hosted by Art and Carol Pimentel. 

Minutes of the May 25th meeting were approved as printed in the Breccia. 

New Members: Kathy Alexander, Jim Huffman, and Bev Jensen received their new member packets. 

Correspondence: Dues and a note from Lynda DeiRossi, Discount coupons from Wilson Minerals for purchases 

from his website, and various show fliers. 

Awards: The Rockhound of the Month for June is June Harris. 

Sunshine: April Bosworth broke two toes; Linda Spencer had foot surgery. 

Study Groups: See listings in the Breccia. 

DRC: There is a rock sale June 26th at Pat Speece’s home. More donations are coming in. 

Hospitality: There were 37 members and 5 guests in attendance. 

The annual Founder’s Day picnic will be held July 11th. Deadline for reservations is tonight. There will be a Pot-

luck Social next month before the meeting at 6:30. The club will provide hot dogs and drinks. Everyone is re-

quested to bring a side dish or dessert. Installation Dinner will be held on December 7th, 2010. 

PLAC: Bill Spence gave us an update on the Clear Creek area. There may be access granted through some of 

the ranches surrounding the area in the near future.  

Federation Report: No report was presented. 

Field Trips: Dean Welder presented information on a few upcoming trips. Dean and Don Jensen spoke about 

some recent collecting trips they attended. 

2011 Show: There will be a show meeting probably in August or September. 

Member Displays: No displays due to the Silent Auction. 

Program: The program tonight the Silent Auction. Next month, Dick Pankey will be here to talk about Obsidian. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Randy Harris, Secretary 

 

 

 

SCVGMS Board Meeting 

June 24, 2010 

 

The Meeting was called to order at 7:33 PM at the home of Ruth Bailey.  

Roll Call: All board members were present except Dean and Karen Welder, R K Owen, Michael Paone, and 

Nancy Reineking. 

M/S/P to approve the May 27th, 2010 meeting minutes as read (F. Mullaney, R. Bailey). 

New Members: M/S/P to approve Tony Macias for membership (F. Mullaney, R. Bailey). 

Correspondence: There was a letter and fliers for the San Francisco Fine Mineral Show. 

Treasurer’s Report: M/S/P to pay the bills presented (R. Bailey, R. Kennedy). M/S/P to pay mileage at double 

the IRS Charitable Organization standard mileage rate (currently 14 cents per mile) for travel pre-approved by 

the board (R. Bailey, J. Harris). Historically, the SCVGMS and the Federation do not cover accommodation ex-

penses. M/S/P to renew the CD for 13 months at the 1% rate (R. Kennedy, R. Harris). 

2011 Show: We have received the new business cards. They look good. M/S/P to order 10,000 business cards 

for the show (R. Harris, J. Harris). Discussion of business cards for club members and on-line ticket sales for the 

Kids Area. We are looking into the possibility of buying pre-made rock bags. June is cutting material for more 

rock bags. 

Take Flight for Kids: Their next event will be August 7th at Reid Hillview Airport. 

Installation Dinner: The annual Installation Dinner will be December 7th. 

Field Trips: There was discussion about the recent Benitoite screening trip. 

Founder’s Day Picnic: July 11th has been chosen as the date for the picnic. Michael Paone is the chairman. 

Pat Speece will do the raffle. June and Randy Harris will run the Bingo. 
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SCVGMS Treasurer’s Report 

June 23, 2010 

 

Beginning Balance         $15,732.28 

Receipts   

 Initiation Fees     $      5.00 

 Silent  Auction     $  347.50 

 Dues       $  300.00 

 Dealer’s Fee     $1060.00 

 Interest      $      0.13 

 Total Receipts     $1712.63 

 

Disbursement 

 Refreshments     $    5.84 

 Boy Scout Geology MB Day   $  68.18 

 Kids Area Expenses    $    8.89 

 Meeting place rental    $490.00 

 Competition Awards    $  40.97 

 Phone Bill      $  25.66 

 June Newsletter    $  49.06 

 Got Rocks Pads     $  34.96 

 Business Cards for 2011 show  $  28.18 

 Membership cards    $  23.28 

 Refreshments     $  14.07 

 Silent Auction slips    $  20.76 

Total Disbursements     $809.50 

 

Ending Balance          $16,635.41 
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There was discussion about Scholarship Honorees.  

There will be a Demo Day on July 24th.  

There was discussion about the bylaws and operating regulations.  

Marc Mullaney is looking into the purchase of a scanner for the archiving project. 

Federation Report: Ruth Bailey gave a report about legislation that has been introduced to remove Ser-

pentine as the California State Rock.  

There was discussion about forwarding e-mails to our contact list. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:59 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Randy Harris, Secretary 


