
           This  society is pleased to invite guests to attend general meetings, study groups, 
and field trips.  General meetings are normally held the fourth Tuesday of every month at 
7:45 PM at 100 Belwood Gateway (The Cabana Club)., Los Gatos, CA 95032.  Belwood 
Gateway is just south on Blossom Hill between Leigh Avenue and Harwood. 

General Meeting: will be June 22, 04 at the Cabana Club, 100 Belwood 
Gateway, Los Gatos, CA 95032 at 7:45 PM. 
Board Meeting: will be June 24, 04  at Ruth Bailey’s 2857 Addison Place, 
Santa Clara 95051at 7:30 PM. (408) 248-6195 

Beaders:  Will resume meetings on 2nd 
Thurs. in October.  Signups at Sept 
Regular Meeting. Call Mary Lu Ferrara 
408 246-6251 or Pat Speece 408 266-
4327 for information. 
Carvers: will not meet during the 
month of  June, but will resume meet-
ings in July. For more information call 
Herb Vogel (408) 247-1018 
Cutaways:  Meet 2nd Tues. 6/8/04 at 
7:30 at Ruth Bailey’s  2857 Addison 
Place, Santa Clara 95051  (408) 248-
6195 
Facet cutters:  Meet 7/6/04  meeting 
will be at Bill Norton’s, 276 Belblossom 
Way, Los Gatos, 95132. For info call: 

Bill Norton: (408) 356-8254 
Fossils:   Call Gail Matthews if  you 
are interested in joining this group.
(650) 962-9960 
Juniors: Meetings announced at gen-
eral club meetings 
For Meeting date, time and place call: 
Kathy McChristian (408) 258-8400 
Debbie Wartenberg (650) 568-6114 
Mineraleers: Meet 3rd Tues.  
3/16/04 at 7:30pm at the home of  
Bill Gissler at 7:30PM 408 266-4327 
Silversmithing:   Class  to begin on 
June 21. Call Kelly Van Vleck for info 
(408) 262-1018 



            We have recently replaced 25 or so 
clubs on our exchange list for the Breccia.  
The clubs replaced were not sending news-
letters in exchange for ours. So to get better 
use of our mailing expenses, we have con-
tacted other clubs to replace them.  We are 
now getting some superb newsletters and I 
will be creating binders for articles (ie fossils, 
gemstones, faceting, juniors, minerals, and 
rocks), field trips, museums,  tips and hints.  
I hope that our membership will have some 
interest in  finding out what other clubs are 
doing and the information they share with 
our group monthly.  We currently exchange 
with about 120 clubs and there are many ter-
rific newsletters within that group.   There is 
too much information to publish in our news-
letter every month. So I invite you to take a 
look at these binders.  I’ll bring several to 
each monthly meeting,  for your perusal .   
            Next month’s deadline for the Breccia 
is June 24 at the Board Meeting, but as with 
everything the earlier you can get me your 
report or article the more likely it will make 
into the appropriate issue.   
Thanks,    June 

The month of June is upon us and 
the year is almost half over. Our 
Founder's day is coming up in July 
and I hope to see everyone there. 
Some of the study groups will be 
taking a summer siesta so remem-
ber to use the time to collect more 
materials to use in the upcoming 
meetings. At the June general 
meeting will be our silent auction 
so bring some things you would 
like to buy for the tables. We will 
have bidding breaks during the 
meeting so it will be interesting. I 
will see you on the bus trip to the 
Federation Show or the June gen-
eral meeting. Have a good month. 
MARC 



        Are you stockpiling some fantastic items for the silent auc-
tion in June? Don’t wait till the last minute.  We need you to help 
make it a success.  Come early so we can have it set up before 
the meeting starts.  The sooner it’s set up, the sooner the bid-
ding begins.  Don’t forget your money.  I’m sure there will be 
many items you will want to take home.  It’s a fun way to support 
your club and to interact with fellow members.  Mark the date— 
June 22nd— Silent Auction 
Questions call John and Sylvia Palmieri  (408) 272-2369 

The MINERALEER's met 
on Tuesday, the 18th with 
four members and one 
guest in attendance. The 

speaker was SCVGMS member Jim Robert-
son who spoke on Star Quartz and its use. 
He demonstrated how to identify pieces of 
quartz that display this phenomena, how to 
locate the star centers and showed several 
beautifully completed stones. Jim passed 
around many items through his talk so that 
each of us could see the features that had 
been discussed and could ask questions to 
further our understanding of this process. 
Many questions were raised and answered 
and everyone enjoyed Jim's sharing this with 
the group. Our thanks to Jim for this very in-
teresting sharing with us. 
             It was elected that the MINERA-
LEER's will postpone meetings through the 
summer and will restart meetings in Septem-
ber. The September meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, the 13th. Details will be in a forth-
coming issue of the BRECCIA. 
 
See you in September. 
Chuck Boblenz  

              ON MAY 17, THE CARVERS MEETING WAS 
HELD AT THE HOME OF  HERB AND ROSELIES VOGEL. 
3 MEMBERS  AND 1 GUEST, AS WELL AS HERB AND 
ROSELIES VOGELWERE PRESENT.   EVERYONE EN-
JOYED THE  SLIDE PROGRAM ON SOAPSTONE CARV-
ING BY   “ANDRE DUBE, OF EDMONTON, ALBERTA, 
CANADA”   WHICH WAS SUPPLIED BY BILL GISSLER 
FROM THE  “C F M S LIBRARY.”   IN THE PROGRAM,  
THERE WAS A VARIETY  OF DIFFERENT  CARVINGS, 
MATERIALS  AND TOOLS.  THE PROGRAM WAS NAR-
RATED  BY GAIL MATTHEWS.  AFTER  DISCUSSING 
THE PROGRAM, TECHNIQUES, AND TOOLS,  WE  HAD  
COFFEE AND CHEESE CAKE  IN ROSELIES  KITCHEN . 
              NO JUNE MEETING IS SCHEDULED, BUT MEET-
INGS WILL RESUME IN JULY.  

           The cutaways meeting in May was can-
celled, but there will be a meeting on June 8 
at Ruth Bailey’s Home hosted by Montella Lo-
pez.  Discussion will include future projects 
and meeting schedule.    



WHO Mary Lu Ferrara and Pat Speece instructors  
WHAT bead stringing class  
WHERE to alternate between the homes of Mary Lu and Pat  
WHEN second Thursdays starting October 2004 and ending May 2005  
DATE PROJECT PLACE  
September 2004 Preview, signup and list of projects and tools, supplies necessary General 
meeting  
October 2004 Tools and materials meeting; review what is planned; + needles, threads, clasps, 
beads, bead tips, spacers, Pat  
November 2004 1-string bracelet, Mary Lu  
December 2004 Catch up/free time project meeting, Pat  
January 2004 2-string bracelet, French coil, Mary Lu  
February 2005 Cab encircled with beads, Pat  
March 2005 Hat pin, lapel pin, hair pin, Mary Lu  
April 2005 1-string bracelet, French coil, Knotting between beads, Pat  
May 2005 Munchie meet, Pat  

            Kelly Van Vleck and 
John Bahr will be starting a silver smithing class on 
Monday June 21 at Pat and Daymond Speece’s 
Home.  If you haven’t signed up for the class but 
are interested in this class or future classes, please 
contact Kelly at (408) 262-8187. 

          Gail Matthews is still looking for 
people who are interested in joining this 
fascinating study group.  Presently, she has 
openings for several more people. Call her 
at (650) 962-9960 if  you are interested.   

          The facet Cutters will 
not be meeting  during the 
month of June, but will be 
meeting July 6 at the home of 
Bill Norton, 276 Belblossom 
Way, Los Gatos, 95032.  The 
meeting will be at 7:30 PM. 
Everyone is welcome and any-
one interested in faceting is 
encouraged to attend.  For 
more information please call 
Bill  (408) 356-8254 



            Our May meeting had some varied and 
interesting member displays. Herb Vogel 
brought some photos taken at the Gem and Min-
eral show that we hosted at the Santa Clara Fair-
grounds. Frank Mullaney showed a beautiful 
Trophy that will be given out at the CFMS show 
this weekend. Rick Kennedy brought a wonder-
ful display of fluorescent minerals and a viewing 
box with black lights to show the phosphores-
cence in the rocks and minerals. Bill Mercer 
brought some magnecite(not sure about the spell-
ing) agate and marshmallow magnecite that he 
had collected. Randy Harris brought some Ge-
odes that were his grandfathers that Randy cut 
and polished. They were awesome. John Martin 
brought some coal and petrified wood from An-
tioch and some volcanic ash from Sonoma. He 
collected them himself on a job site. We are al-
ways looking, aren’t we? I found myself eyeball-
ing some rocks at my bank today but I controlled 
myself. Thanks for the great sharing.  
We won’t have member displays at the June 
meeting because we will be having a silent auc-
tion that evening. 

Everyone appears to be 
healthy and well., but if 
you have information 
on anyone who is ill or 
in need of help, contact 
Suzi sunshine, that is Suzi 
Papineau at (408) 267-
1620.  She would love 
to send a note to 
cheer, or get a message 
to all the club members.   

The club has just accepted an application mem-
bership from Jason Windsor.  He is our newest 
and youngest Junior Member.  Address P.O. 
Box San Jose, CA 95161.  (408) 254-
2424.  Welcome Jason! 

            Mark Wartenberg gave a wonderful pro-
gram  on the history and present day focus of the 
Junior Program within our club.  He discussed 
the challenges of presenting this program.  He, 
his wife Debbie, and Gary and Kathy McChris-
tian are the Junior Advisors and have been run-
ning the program for the last five years.  Debbie 
and Kathy ran it for the five years previous to 
that.  As with any program, there is always the 
challenge of presenting an interesting, but new, 
idea on a regular basis.  Presently the program 
consists of quarterly meetings, with either a 
workshop or field trip.  
            The junior advisors are asking the club 
for help with ideas to field trips, or workshops.  
They welcome everyone’s involvement and hope 
many will volunteer ideas if not their time to 
help.  Also they would like help figuring out new 
ways to contact new families regarding their  ex-
cellent program. If you can help or have any 
ideas that may help, please contact the Junior 
Advisors, Mark and Debbie at (650) 568-6114     
and Gary and Kathy at (408) 258-8400. 



            The following 
has been taken from an 
article written by George 
Loud, and printed in the 
May, 2004, issue of the 
"AFMS Newsletter". 
            HR2416 has 
been referred to the 
House "Subcommittee 
on Department Opera-
tions, Oversight, Nutri-
tion and Forestry." As of 
the date of this writing 
(April 2nd), there has 
been absolutely no 
movement regarding 
their bill in the House 
committee. My best 
guess, based on con-
versations with congres-
sional staffers, is that 
the bill in any House 
committee. However, 
there exists a real dan-
ger that it might be 
tacked on to a another 
piece of legislation and 
"slipped through.' If you 
have not already written 
your congressman, 
please do so. You can 
contact your congress-
man and send Email 
through the House web 
sight at <www.house.
gov>.  

June 8 Cutaway Meeting  7:30PM 
at Ruth Bailey’s 2857 Addison 
Place, Santa Clara 95151 (408) 
248-6195   
 
June 21, Silversmithing Class to 
begin.  For more info call Kelly 
Van Vleck (408) 262-8187. 
 
June 22 General Meeting and Si-
lent Auction at the Cabana Club 
(100 Belwood Gateway, Los 
Gatos) 7:45PM Silent Auction in 
lieu of program for the evening 
 
June 24 Board Meeting 7:30PM 
Place Ruth Bailey’s home, 2857 
Addison Place, Santa Clara 95151
(408) 248-6195 
 
July 6, Facet Cutters Meeting 
7:30 PM at Bill Norton’s 276 Bel-
blossom Way, Los Gatos 95032 
(408) 356-8254 
 
July 18, Founder’s Day Pic-
nic at the Cabana Club  100 
Belwood Gateway, Los 
Gatos, 95032  Meal at 1PM 
Sign up by 6/22 meeting 
 
July 27 General Meeting at the 
Cabana Club (100 Belwood Gate-
way, Los Gatos) 7:45PM Program 
by Rick Kennedy on “Rocks and 
Mineral, and the internet / a re-
view of buying and selling of 
Rocks and Mineral on line” 
 
July 29 Board Meeting at Frank 
Mullaney’s Home at 7:30 PM , 
5705 Begonia Dr. San Jose 95124 
(408) 266-1791 
 
August 7, Trailer Inventory at San 
Martin RV, Boat, Vehicle Stor-
age, 14240 Monterey Rd. San 
Martin 95046 Time To be Deter-
mined. 
 

August 24 General Meeting at the 
Cabana Club (100 Belwood Gate-
way, Los Gatos) 7:45PM Program 
by John Stockwell on Thunder 
Eggs. 
 
August 26  Board Meeting 7:30 
PM Place TBD 
 
Sept 13, Mineraleers Meeting 
 
September 28 General Meeting at 
the Cabana Club (100 Belwood 
Gateway, Los Gatos) 7:45PM Pro-
gram “Earth Science Presentation” 
 
September 30– Board Meeting at 
John Bahr’s at 7:30 pm , 4991 Cor-
bin Ave, San Jose, 95118 (408) 
267-1620 
 
Ocotber 14, Beader’s/Stringers 
Meeting 
 
October 26- General Meeting 
(Nominating Committee elected) at 
the Cabana Club (100 Belwood 
Gateway, Los Gatos) 7:45PM Pro-
gram “Why Join a Club Study 
Group?” 
 
October 28 Board meeting at June 
Harris’ at 7:30  107 Dell Way 
Scotts Valley 95066 (831) 438-
5150 
 
November 23 General Meeting,
Election of Officers,and Silent 
Auction at the Cabana Club (100 
Belwood Gateway, Los Gatos) 
7:45PM  Board meeting immedi-
ately following general meeting.  
 
December 7– Installation Dinner 
Place to be determined.  More info 
to follow. 
 
December 9 Board Meeting at John 
Eichhorns at 7:30 PM  (408)749-
0523 



SCBG&MS through its participation in the North Bay Field Trip Group (Primarily Greater San Fran-
cisco Bay Area Clubs) and the CO-OP plan to go on any of these trips, Group (Primarily Sierra 
Foothill Clubs) has access to an outstanding field trip program for 2004.  If you  please call the 
listed field trip leader beforehand for further information.  With planning this far in advance, 
things do change.  Remember to wear your name badge, sign in with the leader, and share 
your experience with our club.  New additions to this listing are listed in bold italics. 

June 11-13 Echo Mountain Stone, Medicine Lake 
Highlands (Canby) for rare combinations of fossils 
and igneous rock specimens. Fee trip limited 
space. Contra Costa M&G Society contact Dick 
Pankey (925) 439-7509 dickpankey@juno.com by 
6-8-04  
 
June 14-18 Davis Creek/Lassen Creek for obsidian 
Fee Trip Contra Costa M&G society contact Dick 
Pankey (925) 439-7509 dickpankey@juno.com by 
6/8/04 
 
June 12-20 Oregon, Washington, and Idaho for 
petrified wood, leaf fossils, visit the gingko petri-
fied forest and visit several museums.  Fossils for 
Fun Club contact: Debbie Bunn (916)929-6665 or 
fossilsff@aol.com 
 
June 27-29 Prineville, OR and Ochocho Mtns. For 
thundereggs.  CFMS North Contact: John Stock-
well, (510) 526-646 Kugeln@msn.com  
 
July 3-5 Austin, NV for flourite, jasper, verisite, 
agate.  El Dorado Co Club Contact: Barbara 
Terrill (530) 676-2375 or rockit@directcon.net 
 
July 3-5 Buffalo Canyon for leaf fossils, Fossils for 
Fun Club Contact: Keith Lindholm (916) 638-2314 
or gaias@softcom.net 
 
July 10 Black Chasm Cavern Tour, Volcano, CA  
Fossils for Fun Club Contact: Keith Lindholm (916) 
638-2314 or gaias@softcom.net 
 
July 17 Crystal Peak, Verdi NV for quartz crystals. Carmi-
chael Club Contact: Carole Lockhart (916) 638-2314 or 
cjlockhart@softcom.net 
 
July 30-Aug 2 Virgin Valley, NV for opal El Dorado Co 
Club Contact Fred Ott, (530) 677-8440 
Or fred.ott.b8t5@statefarm.com 
 
Aug 13-15 Elko, NV for petrified wood, leaf fossils, other 

fossils.  Fossils for Fun Club Contact: Debbie Bunn, (916) 
929-6665 of fossilsff@aol.com 
 
Aug 13-15 Lakeview OR in conjunction with the Tallman 
Show and field trips for sunstones and other specimens.  
Roseville Rock Rollers Club contact: Jim Barton (916) 
773-0458 or  
geologist1@surewest.net 
 
Aug 16-18 Davis Creek CA (north of Alturas) for various 
types of obsidian. Nevada Co. Club Contact: Pat 
Breedlove (530) 273-2793 or pbbreedlove@news.com 
For more Field Trip Info Consult the  April Breccia. 
 
Aug 23-27 Virgin Valley, NV for precious Opal.  Stockton 
Club  Contact: Jim Dunlap, (209)478-0747 or jim-
sopals@comcast.com 
 
Sept 4-6 Monte Cristo Mts. (near Tonopah, NV) for multi-
colored rhyolite. Calaveras Co. Club Contact: Will 
Corey (209) 383-5037  or  
Wwillcoery@aol.com 
 
Sept 4-6 Cedarville, CA for petrified wood and leaf fossils 
Fossils for Fun Club contact: Keith Lindholm (916) 638-
2314 gaias@softcom.net or Carmichael Club contact: 
Carole Lockhart (916) 638-2314 cjlockhart@softcom.net 
 
Sept 12 Ebbetts Pass, on Route 4, CA for petrified Wood.  
El Dorado Co. Club, Contact Barbara Terrill (530) 676-
2375 Rockit@directcon.net or Fossils for Fun Club Con-
tact Keith Lindholm, (916) 638-2314 Gaias@softcom.net 
 
Oct 2 Soapstone Ridge (Coulterville, CA) for soapstone.  
Calaveras Co. Club.  Contact Will Corey (209) 383-5037 
Wwillcorey@aol.com 
 
Oct 9-10 Searles, CA in conjunction with the Trona 
Club’s Show, for mineral specimens.  Roseville Rock Roll-
ers Club Contact: Jim Barton (916)  773-0458 geolo-
gist1@surewest.net 
 
Nov 24-28 Annual Thanksgiving Trip  Sites to be deter-
mined later.  Mother Lode Club Contacts: Marion Rob-
erts (209) 538-0197 mvroberts@bigvalley.net or Al Troglin 
(209)838-7725 shnalrokhound@yahoo.com 



               The renewal of spring with all its beauty and bounty, also brings out the reptiles insects, spiders, centi-
pedes, scorpions, and poison oaks, ivies, and sumacs.  The dangers posed by these creatures and floras of nature 
are well documented in the AFMLS Safety Manual.  Some additional information follows which has come to light 
since the manual was published.  The wood and deer ticks, which commonly occur in thick woods or tall grass, 
have been long associated with Rocky Mountain Spotted fever, but in recent year their bite has also been linked to 
Lyme Disease and several other severe illnesses, including encephalitis (brain inflammation), Ehrlichiosis, and 
Babesiosis.  The symptoms of Lyme disease include an expanding red rash around a small hard white lumps that 
can resemble a “bullseye”, arthritis, fever, chills, aches, enlarged lymph glands, and joint swelling.. Not all of these 
symptoms may occur which makes diagnosis difficult.  Several weeks to several months later symptoms  may in-
clude facial paralysis, joint inflammation, heart palpitations, memory loss/difficulty concentrating, and changes in 
sleep habits or mood.  Early diagnosis and treatment by a doctor will produce complete recovery.  There is no im-
munity built up to Lyme Disease after having it, but it can’t be passed from one person to another.  A vaccine has 
been developed, but may not be recommended for everyone, including the very young and the elderly.  The illness 
is limited to warm weather (April through September in most parts of the U.S.) when  ticks are active and not all 
ticks carry the disease.  Even if you are bitten, the tick usually must be lodged in the skin for 36 –48 hours to pass 
on the bacteria that causes Lyme Disease.   The best protection from tick born disease is not to allow ticks a point 
of entry through your clothes, the use of tick repellent in areas where ticks are known to occur, staying clear of tall 
grass and dense woods, and frequent inspection of you and your pets for ticks.  When you detect a tick, promptly 
and carefully remove and dispose of the tick.  Do not crush the tick between your fingers which could expose you 
to the disease, and wash your hands after handling ticks.  Make sure you remove the ticks head from the wound.  
The use of alcohol. A hot needle or cigarette to get a tick to back out is not effective.  A good pair of tweezers 
around the ticks head works best.  
               Caterpillars may have poisonous spines or hairs which when touched can cause skin irritation, itching, 
redness and a raised rash. Wash well after touching a caterpillar.  
               Most animals bites are caused by household pets, however bites from wild animals can be especially dan-
gerous because of the possibility of being exposed to rabies.  Bites that only break the skin should be washed thor-
oughly with soap and water and covered with an antibiotic c ream and clean bandage.  If you haven’t had a tetanus 
shot in the last 10 years, get a booster shot.  A bite where the skin is badly torn or there are deep punctures and is 
bleeding should have pressure applied to stop the bleeding and be shown to a doctor as soon as possible.  If there 
are signs of infection or you suspect the animal may have rabies (displays odd behavior, is foaming at the mouth, 
etc.) see your doctor immediately.  
               If you are in an arid region and are stuck by cactus spines, pull the spines out with a tweezer or fine tooth 
comb, being careful not to break them off in the skin.  For fine spines use scotch tape or apply a thick layer  of 
household glue, letting it dry, then slowly peel it off, taking the attached spines with it.   Apply an antiseptic to the 
punctures and watch for infection that can be caused by fungus on the spines.  
               Valley fever is well known to fossil collectors at Shark Tooth Hill, Kern County, California, but is also 
known to occur across the southwestern U.S. to Texas and into northern Mexico.  The disease may last for years, 
but once recovered, a person is immune.  Valley fever cannot be transmitted from one person to another and there 
is no vaccine available,  Valley fever is a highly infectious fungus which occurs in the soil and is inhaled as air-
borne spores in to the lungs.  Most cases occur during dry periods following periods of heavy rain.  It produces flu 
like symptoms, a in rare cases serious fever and scarring of the lung tissue.  It is occasionally fatal or causes men-
ingitis.  The cure is bed rest and possibly antibiotics.  
               Pulmonary Syndrome Hantavirus occurs in rodent urine, feces, and saliva in the southwestern U.S. . It is 
primarily carried by the deer mouse, but has also been detected in pinion and brush mice and the western chip-
munk.  The symptoms include a high fever, backache, respiratory distress, excessive urine production (Polyuria) 
and abdominal pain with possible hemorrhaging of the capillaries.  Recovery is in three weeks or kidney failure.  
Death may result from the loss of blood.  Person to person transmission and transmission by insects or cats and 
dogs is not known to occur.  Protection includes staying away from areas with heavy rodent infestation and use of 
HEPA (high efficiency Particulate Air) respirators when having to enter areas known to have the infection or 
heavy rodent infestation.  
               Article by Bill Klose, EFMLS Safety Chair from EFMLS News 4/2004 via GI Nugget 4/2004 



Everyone who attends is asked to bring their own table 
service, including plates, eating utensils, cups napkins, 
chairs, table covers, and serving utensils for the pot-
luck dish you bring to share. 



             I put a display case into our recent show and as I prepared 
it as the date for the show neared, it dawned upon me of several 
aspects. In fact, the more I thought of it, the more staggering it 
became.  First off, it dawned upon me that I have placed a display 
case into every SCVGMS show since about 1980. Darn! That is 
more than twenty consecutive years. The whole issue was that this 
has been consecutive over this number of years. Never missing one 
of our shows. Still puts ones mind in a whirl. 
             The most frequent topic that I have displayed in the past 
has been lapidary centering with that of cabochons. There were 
some cases of Sagenite, Variscite, Lapis Lazuli and Plume agates 
and their histories and locations, varieties of polished slabs from all 
over the world, thumbnail minerals and the list goes on and on.  
             Anyway, back to more serious thoughts. Let me throw a 
challenge out to each of you members for next year.  Each of you 
has a keen interest in some particular phase of our wide variety of 
topics that make up the Earth Sciences. I am sure that you have 
your specialty displayed in your home or apartment in a way that is 
pleasing to you and allows you to show it to your visitors and 
friends.  Why not plan now to share this with your fellow mem-
bers at our next show?  Who knows, your display may be just the 
thing to interest other folks that come to our show and to entice 
them to want to know more about our hobby. Hopefully this in-
terest will draw them to joining our club as you have. 
             Some of you may be thinking. Is Chuck off his rocker? 
We just finished a show, the dust has not settled yet and he is talk-
ing about a show that is just in the early planning stages. Geez! A 
full year away.  Well, believe it or not, NOW is the time for you 
to start thinking in these lines. It takes time to make decisions on 
how to present your fine collection or assemblage of favorite items. 
It is far easier to do it at ones leisure, rather than put it off to the 
last minute and have to rush things and risk the possibility of mak-
ing errors that one will be unhappy with.  So start the thinking 
process now and decide that this coming year you will put in a case 
at our show and share your prizes you have so ardently collected 
over the years and have put so much of your work and time into. 
Think how they can be displayed that will be pleasing to you and 
share your pride in the work that you have accomplished with oth-
ers.  Start that clock now. I am sure that you will enjoy it, as will 
all that see your display; so start now. 
If any member reading this have questions, no matter how slight or 
detailed, that will help you get a display prepared, give me a call at 
your earliest and I will find someone within our organization that 
can help in your area. 
 
I look forward to seeing your display in our next show. 
Chuck Boblenz 

September 25, 2004, Los Altos, CA Peninsula 
Gem & Geology Society Foothill Expressway & 
So. Springer Rd Hours: 9:30-4:45 Dave Schmidt 
(408) 263-5870 
 
September 25-26, 2004, Monterey, CA Carmel 
Valley Gem & Mineral Society Monterey Fair-
grounds 2004 Fairgrounds Rd. Hours: Sat. 10 - 
6; Sun. 10 - 5 Sky Paxton (831) 755-7741  
 
October 9-10, 2004, Lakeside, CA  El Cajon 
Valley Gem and Minerals  Lakeside Rodeo 
Grounds 12584 Mapleview Road Hours: 10-5 
both days Peggy Bowery (619) 561-7684  

 
October 16, 2004,Canoga Park,Wood-land 
Hills Rock Chippers Canoga Park Community 
Center 7248 Owensmouth Avenue Hours: 10-5 
Show@rockchippers.org  
 
Oct 16-17 2004, Anderson, CA Shasta Gem & 
Mineral Society Shasta District Fairgrounds 5 
miles South of Redding Hours: 10 - 5 both days 
Kelly Stoltz (530) 272-4400  
 
Oct 16-17 2004, Long Beach, CA The Minera-
logical Society of Southern California Long 
Beach Convention and Expo Center  300 E. 
Ocean Blvd. Hours: 10 - 6 both days Justin Butt 
Phone/ Voice mail 626-683-1770 Email MSSC 
Show@hotmail.com  



June Culp Zeitner, well known author, collector and 
recipient of the first AFMS Recognition Award, has 
written many articles during her career.  Many read-
ers will know her from articles which appeared for 
years in Lapidary Journal and more recently in Rock 
and Gem Magazine.   
             This article, written in 1971 and most recently 
reprinted in Pickin’s & Diggin’s newsletter of the Wil-
liamson Co. Gem and Mineral Society (Georgetown, 
TX), this article is still valid today as it was when writ-
ten.   
             To show off minerals and gems one need 
only learn and apply a few rues of art.  Some are so 
elementary that most pebble-pups as well as ad-
vanced rockhounds know them, nevertheless, they 
are all important.  
CLEANLINESS: 
             A dusty or finger printed specimen or case 
distracts from any display. 
ARRANGEMENTS: 
             A pleasing arrangement has balance, good 
proportion, pleasing color harmony, rhythm, design 
and suitable background.  Generally speaking there 
are two types of balance of art, formal and informal.  
If you can draw a line through the center of a design 
and find that each half is a mirror image of the other, 
that design is formal.  If the two halves are not the 
same, the balance is informal.  An old fashioned gar-
net broach is usually formal in design.  A modern free 
form broach set with a garnet baroque would proba-
bly be informal in balance.   
             Formal balance is well suited to arrange 
cabochons for display.  A group of slabs of dissimilar 
sizes and shapes lend themselves to informal bal-
ance. Why strive for balance?  We want to show it off 
to the best advantage.  Just as we would never lay a 
“picture agate” upside down so we would not lay t in 
a row with bigger or brighter stones. 
             Trained to take in things at a quick glance 
our eyes naturally seek the center of interest.  If you 
have any prized which you are anxious to show off, 
give them plenty of space.  Overcrowding is a sin of 
which most of us are guilty.  
             According to the strict rules of art, a display 
should have most of its weight toward the bottom.  
This means apparent weight rather than actual 
weight.  A good display can’t have the most massive 
or brightest pieces at the top.  It would appear too 
heavy.  The eye is upset at seeing a display with a 
high center of gravity which looks as if it would topple 
over.  In a display all on one level the larger items 
naturally go to the background, the more spectacular 
specimens toward the center and the smaller items in 
the foreground.   
             Every good display, like every good picture, 

should have margins.  The rules governing margins in 
art call for the widest at the bottom, the second at the 
top and the two sides either equal to, or a little nar-
rower than the top.   
             Remember that bright colors strike the eye 
before dull colors.  They tend to come forward.  They 
can be used in smaller amounts and still attract atten-
tion.  The placing of bright colors must be watched 
carefully.  For example if, you placed a slab of electric 
blue chrysocolla in each corner of your show case 
they would tend to draw your eyes in four directions at 
once.  Whatever you had planned for the center of in-
terest in the middle of the case would be lost.  Bright 
colors placed in a hit or miss manner spoil any feeling 
of balance and rhythm by causing the eye to jump.   
             One large specimen can be balanced by a 
group of smaller ones.  One bright specimen can be 
balanced by several duller ones.  The subject of color 
is important to rockhounds and we should know and 
understand the color wheel, the primary, secondary, 
and tertiary colors and the basic color harmonies.  A 
very bright color should be used in smaller amounts 
than muted shades or tints.  The center of interest of 
any arrangement should be toward the center where 
the eye naturally falls first.  If too many bright colors 
other than the center of interest are used the result is 
a “busy” or jumpy arrangement.   
             It is definitely worth the effort in arranging gem 
of mineral display to carefully consider the color of 
every piece before deciding where to place it.  The art-
ful use of color can make an average collection spec-
tacular, while the poor use of color will make a superb 
collection seem like a dull jumble.  
BACKGROUND: 
             In the successful display of gems the back-
ground against which the gems are places should be 
in keeping with the value of the gems.  It should not 
detract from the color of your gems but should flatter 
every stone in the display.  Tweed or calico would not 
be used to set off a faceted collection.  Velvets, ve-
lours, silks, and satins are more appropriate.  How-
ever, as beautiful as red velvet is it would not be an 
appropriate background because red is a detracting 
color.  After much experimenting, we have found that 
a pale blue satin, a grey tone of blue, is the most ver-
satile of background material for a mineral display.  
There is just enough color in this to set off tints as well 
as shades.  Another wonderful background for gems 
or jewelry is the use of mirrors.  A sparkling mirror 
multiples the beauty of your gems.  
             Snowy white styrofoam is another suitable 
background.  It can be cut in various shapes to en-
hance the beauty of a specimen and is useful in creat-
ing split levels of display.  A specimen can also be 
made to stand in the precise position it looks best.  



Besides the ordinary background mate-
rial many rockhounds with imagination 
use other devices to add interest.  A 
piece of silvery driftwood against a sea 
blue drop may be used to set of a collec-
tion of beach agates.  A piece of ibduan 
pottery add interest to a turquoise dis-
play.  Under no circumstances should 
the background be so big, bright or un-
usual that is detracts from the real pur-
pose of the exhibit.  
LIGHTING: 
             Good lighting is essential.  Sce-
nic agate slabs are best viewed with a  
light behind them.  Spot lights are suit-
able for large spectacular pieces, but in 
most cases tube lights directly above or 
inside each display case are best.  Natu-
ral light is a big help for home display.  A 
big north or south window opposite your 
display give a good light.  
FLAIR: 
             For want of a better word I use 
flair to describe that something extra 
which the personality of the rockhound 
stamps on his display.  A beginning artist 
should learn that rules of  art, however, 
we all  know artists who have broken 
rules and come out on top.  Not all great 
gem displays follow the artists display 
rules, but you should learn the rules first 
before you build up enough faith in your 
flair to learn when it is right to break a 
rule or two if gem dealers and collectors 
would think of themselves more often as 
artists, many shops and collectors would 
greatly be enriched with very little expen-
diture.  Display cases are not hard to 
build.  With a little effort every hidden box 
specimen could graduate into a real ar-
tistic display.  
This article was reproduced from the 
AFMS May 2004 newsletter.  To view 
pictures from the newsletter article 
please visit  WWW.AMFED.ORG.  Look 
under May 2004 newsletter on page 8.  
This requires using Acrobat reader.  If 
your computer does not have that pro-
gram installed, you may download it from 
the AFMS Web Site.  Thank you to June 
Culp Zeitner for her wonderful insights 
and for allowing clubs like ours to repro-
duce some of her excellent work.  
 

              The year was 1979.  Margaret Norton was 
president of SCVG&MS, Keesa Stewart was CFMS 
Secretary and Ruth Bailey was CFMS Treasurer. 
Other 1979 club officers and committee chairmen who 
are still active members included Chuck Boblenz– 
Treasurer, Herb Vogel– Federation Director, Rosalies 
Vogel– Club Director, Eva Surrell– Parlimentarian, 
Frank Monez– Programs, John and Sylvia Palmieri-
Refreshments, Jim Nelson– Sergeant-at-arms, Mary 
Brown– Sunshine, Frank Mullaney– Field Trips, 
Lucille Keck– Historian, Alice McCammon– Librarian.  
Monthly club and board meetings were held at the Lein-
inger Center in San Jose.   
             The theme of the Club’s 24th annual gem and 
mineral show was “Treasurers of the Earth”  It was held 
at the Santa Clara Co. Fairgrounds on Feb 24 and 25.  
To promote the show Eva and John Surrell along with 
several other club members appeared on the Channel 5 
“Morning Show” in San Francisco showing some pol-
ished Brazilian agates and other stones.  The show was 
a success. 
             In April, plans were underway to make some 
changes to future Shows, especially for the 1980 show 
which would be the Club’s 25 Annual Show.  The major 
Change would be free admission. Lost admission ticket 
income would be made up from the sale of raffle tickets.  
             The six study groups– Facet Cutters, Carvers, 
Mineraleers, Cutaways, Wee Crystal Collectors, and 
Fossileers– were all active, holding monthly meetings 
and preparing show case displays. As many as 22 peo-
ple attended some of these meetings.  
             The seventh study group– Junior Rockhounds– 
Newly established in December 1978 was under the 
leadership of Cleo  Adams.  They established the prac-
tice of a junior booth at the annual show to raise money 
for scholarship funding and junior programs.  
             SCVG&MS was also very active in the SFMS 
Show “Fantasy in Jade” held on June 22-24 at CAL 
EXPO in Sacramento.  Out of 94 competitive cases 
shown, 24 were from our club, and we received 4 tro-
phies—3 in the junior case category.  
             Frank Monez with help from club members or-
ganized a variety of meeting programs during 1979.  
Two programs—”King Tut” and “5000 years of Korean 
Art” were about exhibits at the De Young Museum in 
San Francisco.  On July 28, Club members and guests 
traveled by a charter bus to San Francisco to view the 
King Tut Exhibit.  Hal Pearsal, the club’s founder, pre-
sented an especially interesting slide presentation at 
the November meeting.   
 



SANTA CLARA VALLEY GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY 
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING  May 25, 2004 
President Marc Mullaney called the meeting to order at the Belwood Cabana Club in Los Gatos at 
7:45 pm. After the pledge of allegiance, members and guests were welcomed and invited to stay for 
refreshments and the opportunity get to know everyone. The minutes of the last general meeting 
stand approved as printed in the Breccia. The board meeting will be immediately after the general 
meeting 
STUDY GROUPS: The study groups gave their verbal report. 
NEW MEMBERS: William Mercer was welcomed into the club. 
CORRESPONDENCE: There was not correspondence except for the fliers on upcoming shows. 
SUNSHINE: See the Breccia for details. 
FIELD TRIPS: The field trips at the CFMS show was discussed. There were no other new field 
trips to announce. Herb Vogel gave a report that the bus for Mariposa was full and there was a wait-
ing list 
FEDERATION REPORT: See the Breccia for details. 
PLAC: Frank Monez reported on PLAC see the Breccia for his report. 
SHOW CHAIRMAN 2005: Nothing at this time 
FOUNDERS DAY: Will be held at the Belwood Cabana Club in Los Gatos on July 18. See June 
Harris to sign up for the picnic, we will have use of the swimming pool this year. 
HOSPITALITY: Frank Scelzi noted that we had 45 members and 4 guests present. He introduced 
the guests and invited them to stay after the meeting for refreshments. 
PROGRAM: Mark Wartenberg gave a report on the history of the Juniors within the society and 
showed some of the field trips they had attended. 
MEMBER DISPLAYS: See the Breccia for details 
MEETING ADJOURNED at 9:07 pm and refreshments were enjoyed by all. 
Respectfully Submitted: Frank Mullaney 
 
SANTA CLARA VALLEY GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY 
MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING  May 25, 2004 
President Marc Mullaney called the meeting to order at the Belwood Cabana Club in Los Gatos at 
9:15 PM 
Minutes: A motion was made to postpone the reading of the Minutes of the April Board till June 
this was moved seconded and passed.  
Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer's report was deferred till the June meeting. 
Correspondence: No correspondence. 
Installation Dinner: The Echo has been closed. It was moved seconded and passed to authorize 
Kathy McChristian to look for a new place at about the same price. 
Federation Report: It was moved seconded and passed to authorize the society’s representative to 
the CFMS meeting in Mariposa to indorse the CFMS representative to the BLM advisory councils. 
Unfinished Business: Trailer inventory will be August 7. 
New Members: To was moved seconded and passed to except the application for Jason Windsor as 
a Junior Member. 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:21 pm. Next board meeting will be at Ruth Bailey Hosted by Mon-
tella Lopez. 
Respectfully Submitted,  Frank Mullaney 



ELECTED OFFICERS 
President: Marc Mullaney 
   (510) 847-2053 
   Email: mmullaney@ensr.com 
Vice  President:  John Eichhorn 
   (408) 749– 0523 
   email: johneichhorn@earthlink.net 
Secretary: Frank Mullaney 
   (408) 266-1791 
   email: rockyfiv@aol.com 
Treasurer: Ruth Bailey 
   (408) 248-6195 
   email: Rba51825@aol.com 
Editor: June Harris 
   (831) 438-5150 
   email: Juneconeyharris@yahoo.com 
Federation Director: Bill Gissler 
   (408) 241-0477 
   email: wgissler@juno.com 
Alternate Fed. Director: Frank Monez 
   (408) 578-7067 
   email: Frankm2@aol.com 
Directors: 
   John Bahr- (408) 267-1620 
   Chuck Boblenz  (408) 734-2473 
   Don Cox  (408) 294-0872 
   Montella Lopez  (408) 248-6195 
   RK Owen (408) 377-5373 
Historian: Mary Lu Ferrara 
   (408) 246-6251 
   email: mlferrara@aol.com 
Parlimentarian: Bill Norton 
   (408) 356-8254 

COMMITTEE HEADS 
Field Trip Coordinator: OPEN 
Founder’s Day Picnic: June Harris and Suzi Papinaeu 
Hospitality: Frank Scelzi and Jennifer Raff 
Installation Dinner: Kathy McChristian 
Juniors: Gary and Kathy McChristian,  
           Mark and Debbie Wartenberg 
Librarians: June Warne and Nancy Boring 
Member Display: George and Jane Yamashita 
PLAC (Public Lands Activities Committee) 
           Frank Monez 
Program: Bill Gissler 
Refreshments: Knut and Kris Owen 
Sargeant-at-arms: Hershal Boring 
Show 2004: John Eichhorn 
Show 2005: Frank Mullaney 
Silent Auction: John and Silvia Palmieri 
Sunshine: Suzi Papineau 
Trailer Custodian: Herb Vogel 
Trophies: Frank Mullaney 

Please consider one of the following 
positions; 
1. Field Trip Coordinator (Many field 

trip have already been planned, fast 
and easy job) 

Your help is what keeps this club alive 
and without it, we will surely flounder 

Breccia Crew:    Editor June Harris (juneconeyharris@yahoo.com)  
                        Editor Address and Phone#: 107 Dell Way,  Scotts Valley CA 95066, (831) 438-5150 
                        Proofreader: Randy Harris (Randysparky234@netscape.net) 
                        Printer: Marc Mullaney (mmullaney@ensr.com) 
                        Assembly and Mailing Staff: Ruth Bailey and Bill Norton 
                        Exchange Editor: June Harris, 107 Dell Way, Scotts Valley, CA 95066  
 
Permission to copy is freely granted to American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) affiliated 
clubs when proper credit is given.   



Santa Clara Valley Gem and Mineral Society 

Please send exchange Bulletins to: 
June Harris 
107 Dell Way 
Scotts Valley, CA 95066 

Please Deliver Promptly 
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